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WARNINGS

No Shaking Hands policy (1954- 1972)

“_ You are forbidden to have contact with the Chinese. If you come face to
face with Chinese, take a cold attitude towards them.”

— Guidance given by then Secretary of State, J. F. Dulles, 1954

“The U.S. is plotting to encircle China with strategic alliances.... the U.S. views
China as the enemy... *

— Admiral Guan You Fei*

“You Americans are making China the enemy. If the U.S. comes to Taiwan’s de-
fense in a war with China we will abandon our policy of no first use of nuclear

weapons.”
— General Zhu Chenghu*

“U.S. ignores what China calls national interest - especially U.S. weapons sale
to Taiwan. For years China has opposed arms sales to Taiwan, but we were
never strong enough to do anything about it. But our strength has grown and
it is time the U.S. pay attention.”

— Cui Liru — President of Think Tank run by Ministry of State Security*

*Source: The Washington Post, June 2010
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IS CHINA MY ENEMY?
(AN EXPLANATION FOR THE TITLE)

There are three possible answers: yes, she is an enemy; no, she is not; or, maybe, she is somewhere
in between. If we answer“yes”, then we need to prepare for war, the sooner the better, so we may
prevail. If we answer “she is a friend”, then we need to help her peacefully and responsibly to be-

come the great power she is destined to be.

So is China an enemy or a friend? The answer is ‘she is something in between’. She is not today
and may never be a friend like Great Britain or Canada. A great rising power is bound to have chal-
lenges with the United States. But China does not have to be made an enemy. The lesson is simple;

we either co-exist or cease to exist.
Plato wrote, “Only the dead have seen the end of war.”

Unfortunately, it seems that there will always be wars. But a war between the U.S. and China is
one we need to learn to avoid. China borders with 14 countries. China has fought battles with
three of those neighbors over disputed territories. In contrast, the United States has two friendly
nations on its borders: Canada to its north and Mexico to its south. We also have good relations
with two of China’‘s not-so-friendly neighbors. It has been said that the ‘friend of my enemy is my
best friend.’ It would be mutually advantageous for our two nations to be friends.

This book is not a dissertation on China with footnotes and bibliography. That kind of book has been
done by many. This book is full of anecdotes with sayings at the bottom of the pages. Some are seri-
ous, others humorous. Chinese are fond of proverbs and they love laughter. Above all, this book is
about a soldier’s life that has experienced China as an enemy. A life that has been spent preparing
or fighting those who were supported by China. Inside these pages, we find how an enemy can
become a friend. In writing this work, we learned many lessons—primarily that enemies are easily
made while good relations require daily attention and hard work.

“Friendship is seldom lasting but between equals,
or where the superiority on one side is reduced
by some equivalent advantage on the other.”

— Samuel Johnson
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THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY

CHAS W. FREEMAN, JR., U.S. AMBASSADOR (RET.) AND
FORMER ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS

a joint communiqué in Shanghai. The document was remarkable not only for the candor with

which it recognized the sharp differences that then existed between the U.S. and Chinese
worldviews but for its acknowledgment that the interests of both countries demanded that we
cooperate. The differences between the United States and China today are far less than they were
then, but the imperative of cooperation between us is, if anything, greater.

Forty years ago, on 28 February 1972, President Nixon and Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai issued

In 1972, China was isolated, angry, poor, and without significant influence beyond its borders. The
rapid modernization and economic growth of China since then has transformed it. China is now
an essential participant in the resolution or adjustment of almost all global and regional problems.
It has become not just a major element in global prosperity but a bulwark of the international
order. The fact that China is no longer outside the global capitalist system but is instead a leading
force within it is surely one of the most remarkable developments of the past four decades. So is
the extent to which the Chinese and American peoples have built ties of friendship that underscore
the stakes each has in the domestic tranquility and prosperity of the other.

Sadly, the least progress toward a cooperative Sino-American relationship has been in the military
arena. Our relationship began amidst the great Cold War that divided the world between nations
subservient to Moscow and those allied with Washington. In that context, China and the United
States found it possible to cooperate militarily in ways that some now find it difficult to imagine.
The consolidation of economic interdependence and peaceful political coexistence between our
two countries since then contrasts with the emergence in recent years of what deserves in some
ways to be called a “little Cold War” between our respective military establishments.

The message of this book, as of General Loeffke’s life, is that such hostility is neither inevitable nor
impossible to overcome, even for those who excel at war. In Sino-American relations, as in other
circumstances, the enhancement of mutual understanding is the key to the substitution of peaceful
competition for violent conflict. It is worthwhile for both Americans and Chinese to make the effort
to get to know each other and to learn to appreciate our similarities and differences. There is no

reason we cannot if we are willing to try.

That is a message that deserves to be heard and heeded by both peoples and the wider world alike.
I applaud Burn Loeffke for taking the time and making the effort to compose and communicate it

in this book.
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THE PEACE GENERAL

This is the story of a man who creates friendships
between soldiers, students and leaders. He has been
called many things: Warrior, Diplomat, Athlete,
Teacher and Healer. He was first called the Peace
General by a reporter in Latin America for his work
in resolving arguments peacefully. The title has been
used many times to describe him.

In Africa, where he treated the sick, he was called
the American Healer. In China he is simply, The
General, our Friend.

~ Introduction by Chinese publisher,

“China: Enemy or Friend”
Chinese edition 2009

Loeffke worked us harder than any prior commander. He was, without a doubt, the bravest indi-

vidual | have ever met. Many of us initially thought he was too aggressive — ‘the true war-lover

soldier’. We later saw him as a sensitive man dedicated to doing what he thought he should. At

times, | was convinced he was as equally dedicated to getting me killed. Regardless, | respect him
as the finest leader | have ever known.

~ Lee Lanning

“The Only War We Had”
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THE SHAKING OF HANDS
FRIENDSHIP

ideogram YO (friend) was initially two hands moving in the same direction, two hands cooper-

l n traditional Chinese ideograms, the concept of friendship comes from the shaking of hands. The
ating for a common purpose. It later evolved into two hands clasping each other in friendship.

In ancient times, the word ‘peace’ meant “to bind together”. The concept was to bind friends so
closely together that peace was the end result. In China, to be called a ‘LAO PENGYOU'’ (old
friend) takes time. But once you have become one, the relationship is cemented.

ARANS

For more than 18 years, U.S. and Chinese diplomats did not shake hands. In 1972, President Nix-
on visited China and shook hands with Chinese officials starting a new era of U.S.-Sino relations.

This book was published in 2012 to commemorate the 40th anniversary of that event.

“If you see faults in your friends, tell them so they can correct them.
If they do not listen, let them be, do not look for trouble.”

— Confucius
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TWO FRIENDS IN CHINA
1973

Burn Loeffke on left, Colin Powell on right.

“The sharing of joy, physical, emotional, psychic, or intellectual,
forms a bridge between the sharers, which can be the
basis for understanding much of what is not shared between them,
and lessens the thread of their difference.”

— Audrey Lord
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