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# Reading Passage 1

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

UNESCO Director General’s Statement on Climate
Change and World Heritage '

One of the major challenges of our society is coping with climate change; to this
end the need to improve the level of public debate on climate change is vital.
Thus, public discussions should be well-informed and realistic. The constituencies
made up of research institutes, higher education institutions, international
organizations, governments and civil society have responsibilities to ensure that
democratic debate is based on cogent argumentation and reliable evidence as
much as possible.

The 1972 UNESCO World Heritage Convention is a central tool in helping identify
and protect, for the benefit of current and future generations, the tremendous
natural and cultural heritage of the world. The Convention is designed to
encourage international cooperation for the conservation of protected areas and to
monitor their state of conservation.

Climate changes are impacting on all aspects of the human and natural systems,
including both cultural and natural World Heritage properties. Protecting and
ensuring the sustainable management of these sites has therefore become an
intergovernmental priority of the highest order.

Many marine World Heritage sites are tropical coral reefs whose exposure
to bleaching events—due to increased ocean temperature and acidification is
increasing—possibly leading to mass extinction of coral reefs. The increase of
atmospheric temperature is also leading to the melting of glaciers worldwide.
Terrestrial biodiversity may also be affected by species shifting ranges, changes
in the timing of biological cycles, migration of pests and invasive species, among
other phenomena.

World Heritage cultural sites are also exposed to this threat. Ancient buildings
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were designed for specific local climates. Increasing sea level threatens numerous
coastal sites. The migration of pests can also have an adverse impact on the
conservation of built heritage. But aside from these principal physical threats,
climate change will also have tremendous impact on social and cultural aspects,
with communities changing the way they live, work, worship and socialize
in buildings, sites and landscapes, possibly leading to migration and the
abandonment of their built heritage altogether.

The fact that climate change poses a threat to the outstanding universal values
of World Heritage sites has several implications for the implementation and
monitoring of the 1972 World Heritage Convention. Lessons learnt at several
sites worldwide show the relevance of designing and implementing appropriate
adaptations measures. Research at all levels would also have to be promoted in
collaboration with the various bodies involved in Climate Change work, especially
for cultural heritage where the level of involvement of the scientific community
should be reinforced. The global network of the World Heritage sites is ideally
suited to build public and political support through improved information
dissemination and effective communication on the subject, given the high profile
nature of these sites.

Similarly, the 2003 UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage, which underlining the deep-seated interdependence between
the preservation of the world’s tangible and intangible heritage, pays close
attention to knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe.
UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Program and the Local and Indigenous
Knowledge System (LINKS) Project likewise focus on the interrelationship
between cultural and biological diversity, and the need for a fully integrated
approach to issues of environmental preservation and sustainable development.

UNESCO is committed to working closely with various actors in civil society,
including the scientific community, to address the multiple challenges posed
by climate change, in particular to the precious and fragile cultural and natural
heritage of the world.

(Adapted from http://whc.unesco.org/en/activities/396, anonymous)

® UNESCO (the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) 4%
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cogent ['koudzont]

adj. strongly and clearly expressed in a way that influences what people believe ( # i} |
it ) Ak ey, 2 ARGk

constituency [kon'stit[u:onsi:]

n. a district that elects its own representative to parliament ( FEX$[E £ 51l ) BEX

coral ['koral]
n. a hard substance formed from coral 5

reef [ri:f]
n. a long line of rock or coral, in the sea, with its top just below or just above the
surface fifé, W5k

bleach [bli:t[]
vt. to remove the color from sth. with a chemical or through the action of sunlight [

acidification [a,s1difi'keifan]
n. the process of becoming acid or being converted into an acid ffk, SRt

glacier ['glasja]

n. a large mass of ice, formed by snow on mountains, that moves very slowly down a
valley vKif, k)il

biodiversity [ baroudar'vs:sati]

n. the diversity of plant and animal life in a particular habit (or in the world as a whole)
EMZ RN, EME R

dissemination [dusemi'neifan]

n. making something. such as information or knowledge available to a lot of people

i, Hi%, =5
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indigenous [mn'didzonas]
adj. originating where it is found +/4 +- K, ZAbid

Phrases and Expressions

cope with X, 4b3

for the benefit of Fyeee-BIRIE, PFER -
impact on ohit, wEdE, S

in particular (to...) HUH, Feal

Text Analysis

The passage is a speech delivered by the Director General at the Press Conference of the
12th Conference of parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.

The passage focuses on the topic that climate change is one of the major challenges that we
have to face and deal with. The whole passage can be roughly divided into five parts.

The first part is Paragraph 1. The speech states the importance of the improvement of public
debate on climate change. Therefore, the debate should be based on the cogent argumentation
and reliable evidence.

The second part is only Paragraph 2. This is a transitional paragraph. We are informed of
background information on the 1972 UNESCO World Heritage Convention, which naturally
leads readers to its responsibility for natural and cultural heritage of the world.

The third part consists of three paragraphs, Paragraph 3 to Paragraph 5. This part deals
with the negative effects that climate changes have on both natural and cultural heritage of
the world. Paragraph 3 presents the impact and calls for governments in the world to give top
priorities to the challenge. Then the speaker employs details to prove the negative effects in
Paragraph 4 and Paragraph 5. Paragraph 4 states the details on the negative effects on natural
heritage and Paragraph 5 centers on the negative effects on cultural heritage.

The fourth part is made up of Paragraph 6 and Paragraph 7. This part first states the threat
from climate changes has several implications for the implementation and monitoring of the
1972 World Heritage Convention. The speaker explains the implications from several aspects,
for example, lessons prove measures are appropriate in Paragraph 6. Similarly, other two
organizations focus their attention to different fields on the protection of natural and cultural
heritage of the world.

The fifth part is the last paragraph. The speaker ends his speech by stressing the
responsibilities for the challenge of climate change.
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I prefix: demo-

=R ‘AR”

B4 :

demographic adj. A4y, ANHE
democrat n. REENH
democratize V. REd, HRFk
democracy n. RE

O FLHEIAZSE FH A 5L :

1. demobilize 2

2. democratic adj.

3. demography n.

I prefix: out-

(1) F¥x “th%, 98, ShE”
(2) ®F “iB8d, g~

4% :
outward adj. & adv.  [a4b (), AhmE (8Y)
outlet n. H, %
outlive v. EE T AR S
O HUEAIZST FH i 5 :
4. outlandish adj.
5. outside ady.

6. outnumber V.

7. outburst n.

8. outclass V.

9. outcase n.& adj.
N suffix: -age

(1) ¥R “KE, 8W”

(2) &% “&@B”

(3) == “5FF, MR”



