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FOREWORD THREE

A- dmittedly, my heart was fluttering with excitement and emotion as I first held the finished
manuscript: Design, Construction and Management of Butterfly Garden. 1 knew what a

hard—earned success the authors have finally accomplished.

Since 2000, the Ecological Conservancy Outreach Fund (ECO) of the University of Alberta
in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada has worked closely with its dedicated partner, the Research
Institute of Resource Insects (RIRI) of the Chinese Academy of Forestry in Kunming, Yunnan
Province. Under the leadership of RIRI’ s President, Dr. CHEN Xijaoming, our joint focus
has been on soil conservation, eco—rehabilitation, and rural economic reform in Yunnan's
farming communities along the Upper Yangtze River. As the Co—Founder and Executive
Director of ECO, I visited Kunming often. In 2004, a cursory but fascinating conversation
with Professor SHI Jun yi, then Vice President of RIRI, aroused my great interest in his
research on biodiversity conservation in the butterflies. Further discussions led to an ECO
—RIRI joint research project in 2005: “Large Scale Experimental Breeding and Exposition in
the Butterflies.” In the succeeding years, I participated in overseeing the planning, designing,
organizing, site—selecting and constructing of the laboratory, breeding, and aviary facilities. In
addition, I was also involved in the selection, planting, and management of species—specific
host plants for the butterflies. Through these activities, I learned a great deal and shared the
satisfaction and happiness with my colleagues witnessing the birth, growth, and maturation
of our new research undertaking. Stemming from this initial exposure, 1 also learned about
the exposition side of the butterfly research. This led to my additional exposure on the key
aspects of Butterfly Garden design, construction, and management, through which, the fruits of

biodiversity conservation can now be shared with the general public.

Our budding success did not last long. First, in September, 2007, Typhoon Francisco roared
across Haikou, Hainan province and inflicted serious damages to our breeding, aviary, and lab
facilities and our painstakingly cultivated host plants. Later, also in September, 2007, Typhoon
Wipha which left many deaths along its path, caused huge losses at our Fuzhou butterfly
exhibition park. Before we could barely recover, then on May 12, 2008, the devastating 7.9

magnitude Wenchuan earthquake totally demolished our newly relocated butterfly breeding
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base at Dujiangyan, Sichuan Province. In this last case, to witness all our years’ hard work
crumbled into rubbles within minutes incited a sense of hopelessness and despair that challenged
the hardiest of all our inner resolves. Why the bad luck and where and how can we start to pick
up the pieces? Perhaps the simplest path would be just to terminate the project and be thankful
that no single life was lost through this horrific ordeal. Indeed, any one of the three major
natural disasters we encountered could more than justify the permanent closure of our budding

research program.

[ was in disbelief and totally astounded when Professor SHI and President CHEN decided that
they would not conceive defeat but want to rebuild from the ashes all over again. In the ensuing
years, the RIRI team worked tirelessly with colleagues in the Chinese Academy of Forestry
located in Guizhou province and elsewhere. With new partners from Guizhou, Sichuan,
Hunan, and Yunnan, they rebuilt the project headquarters in Dujiangyan, and relocated the
butterfly breeding base to inner Yunnan to minimize the impact of seasonal natural disaster.
Additionally they helped to build new, better designed butterfly gardens in different cities
incorporating their hard—learned experience and expertise through adversity. Observing what
Professor SHI and his team have accomplished in the past few years, and again, not without
numerous difficult setbacks, was a true inspiration for me. Their demonstrated conviction
to tackle the insurmountable, perseverance to endure the hardship and difficult times, and
unwavering commitment to achieve uncompromising quality success are clearly delineable
throughout the pages of their book. Knowing Professor SHI and his co—authors personally,
[ am convinced that they will not simply rest on their laurels. Instead, they will continue to
work hard to tirelessly contribute new knowledge toward their ultimate goal: the eventual
blossoming of Butterfly Gardens all over China. Visiting them in cities and villages, meeting
the butterflies first—hand, shall bring indescribable joy and happiness to both the young and old
and shall enhance their quality of life boundlessly and endlessly.

The Butterfly Garden is an uplifting amenity spawning from growing socio—economic prosperity.
In the West, it has had already over a hundred years of history but it is only a new beginning here in
China. Accumulated evidence throughout the world has attested to the emotional magic butterflies
can elicit, especially in children, the spiritual transcendence and joy when they first connect with
these flying genies. Clearly, how to preserve and provide this life’ s transformative experience rests
on the unique design, construction and management of a most attractive Butterfly Garden that
can inscribe, consolidate and rekindle a life—long memory following each visit. It is important that
modern science be incorporated in the building of these gardens to enhance a faster, more efficient,
and a more design—conscientious product to maximize the visitors’ experience. I hope through the
teachings of this book these salient features can be beneficially incorporated and deployed to guide
new projects of constructions. Eventually, more Chinese children, like those from other developed
countries, can begin to enjoy touching, learning, and benefiting from their first encounters with
the butterflies. Rarely can one acquire the same unique experience integrating nature’ s life—cycles,

biodiversity, environmental conservation, and eco—consciousness from a single visit to a Butterfly
Garden.

[ have been an animal science researcher for nearly 50 years and I have traveled the world



and visited many research institutions and butterfly gardens on different continents. From
my own experience, Design, Construction and Management of Butterfly Garden is the most
comprehensive volume to date addressing the subject. It includes the latest scientific data and
professional literature plus the authors’ own unique expertise assimilated through adversity.
am particularly impressed by the large number of high quality photos presented which provided
broad—spectrum coverage. As to the authors, some have received patents for their innovative
designs and products and nearly all are practitioners endowed with design, construction, and
management expertise. They shared their learned lessons from on—the—ground experience and
not just the book knowledge. Beyond the volume's own inherent professional virtue and meri,
I am also pleased to learn that this book is officially published by the Science Press which is
well—known for its high quality scientific standard and authoritative selectivity. I believe with
the timely advent of this book it will provide a much needed illuminating guidance on the

design, construction and healthy development of Butterfly Gardens throughout China.

Finally, I want to congratulate all the authors for their expert contributions to all butterfly
enthusiasts. I am honored and very pleased that I can offer my heartfelt endorsement of this

compelling mile—stone publication.

_—

Dr. Lawrence C.H. Wang, ph. D.,

FRSC, D.Sc.(Hon)

Professor Emeritus of University of Alberta

In Edmonton, Canada on March 20 , 2013
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