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A Sketch of a Communally Committed Poet—An Interview
with Grace Ocasio
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Abstract: In my interview with her, Grace Ocasio reveals that the obligation of the writer is to take personal and active responsibility for
his/her words. The general concerns in her reviews is to present to the reader the overriding theme of the journal or book and the esthetic
values that are different from her own.Grace Ocasio enjoys reading at venues where she can serve the local community. Compared with
Archibald MacLeish, Grace Ocasio admits MacLeish uses images as units whereas she uses individual words as units for meaning. She
admires the various poets who have distinctive voices. Devoted to literary art so much, she decided in 2008 to stop teaching all together
in order to pursue writing full-time.

Key words: Grace Ocasio images as units writing full-time

Author: Wang Zuyou, is from School of Foreign Languages, Henan Polytechnic University, specializing in American literature and

western critical theories.

Seasoned Sistahs Keepin'it Real. Her chapbook,
Hollerin from This Shack, was published by Ahadada
Books in 2009.She is a Soul Mountain Retreat fellow,

Frost Place alumna, and scholarship recipient to the

A Brief Introduction to Grace Ocasio: Grace C.
Ocasio won the honorable mention prize in the 2012
James Applewhite Poetry Prize competition.She won
the Sonia Sanchez and Amiri Baraka Prize in Poetry in
2011.She was a finalist for the Rash Award in Poetry
in 2010.Her poetry has appeared or is forthcoming in

2011 Napa Valley Writers' Conference. She received
her MFA in Poetry from Sarah Lawrence College, her
MA in English from the University of North Carolina
at Charlotte.

Interview Time: May 12, 2013. Interview Place:

Rattle, Earth's Daughters, Haight Ashbury Literary

Journal, Court Green, and the North Carolina

Literary Review.Her most recent personal essay is Sough Camling, Virgivia, Carolina,

soon to appear in the anthology, More of Life's Spices:



