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The great pohtlcal ehanges through W ,
recently pasged, add fresh interest to the stud; cius, and
render the issue of a new Commentary on his teachmgs espeemﬂy'
appropriate. For Mencius was essentially a Democrat: like the
Roman Gracchi, he may well be called the Tribune of the People.
Though living in an age of absolute monarchy, which held
literally to the “Divine Right” of Kings, he did not hesitate to
proclaim the rights of the People, and boldly asserted that the
people were of most importance, and the Prince of least value,
to the nation. (Book VII, Part 2, Ch. 14).
The themes which Mencius discussed, while presented in
a great variety of forms, refer chiefly to Government to the
Family and the Indlwdual in relation to the (xovernment and
to the supreme importance of moral culture to all three. He
spoke much of beneficent rule, and of practical measures for the
relief of the masses, in an age which was sinking deeper and
deeper in selfish indulgence and in disregard of the common
weal. Hisagrarian proposals suggest recent political discussions
in Great Britain, which aim at equalizing the financial burdens of
the State, and which mark an epoch in the life of a Ndtion.
T That which the writers of the Sung Dynasty most prized
b . in Mencius, and which through the weight of their authority has
o given him a high reputatlon for profundity, is his doctrine of
: ’ the fostermg of man’s emotional nature, called by Dr. Legge,
the ‘‘nourishment of the Passion nature.” In the light of a
more accurate philogophy, however, this theory will now attract
little attention. The Sung scholars seem to have had the defect
which was common among the Schoolmen of the Middle Ages,
viz: passing over what is practical and rich in truth to delveé in
the vague and mysterious, mistaking the vague for the profound,
and forgetting that the deepest truths are often the simplest.
On the other hand those sublime sayings which made Mencius
tauly great are often passed over by the Commentators with briefest
notice. Among the many for which Mencius deserves ever to
be remembered, is that on the uses of adversity,— “When
‘Heaven is about to entrust & man with some great duty, it first
disciplines his heart and will with suffering, and his sinews and -
bones with toil;” and that on Heaven’s nobility as contrasted
with man-made rank, which reminds one of Burng’ immortal
 lines,

The Rank is but the gmnea,-sta.mp,
; an’s the gowd for a’ that.,”
' sring his age, Mencius’ ideals were very high, and
~ these he presents from every possible viewpoint, illustrating his
= imhum with impressive historical examples. His high standard |
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~ of Confucius. Too often, as Chinese writers point out, he shows

a spirit of self-sufficiency, and seems more intent on carrying his
point, and winning the debate by some artifice of speech, than on

reaching the Truth. But Mencius had courage of a high order:
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and in boldly proclaiming his convictions and rebuking evil he
seems superior to Confucius.

In interpretation of the Text, Chu Hsi has usually been
followed; his commentary however, while good, shows signs of
failing powers, and does not cqual his excellent work on the
Analects. Other Commentaries as the IE 3§ and Bk #& 8% have
constantly been consulted. Valuable assistance has been derived
from Dr. Legge’s masterly work on the Four Books. The author
has introduced frequent quotations from foreign writers of
‘established reputation on Law and Government, which he hopes

- may be useful to advanced students, especially those of political

science, and may lead to more extensive comparative study.
The central thought of Mencius, which runs like of a golden
thread through all his teachings, is the supreme need of moral
character to the Nation; the fact that if a Government is to last,
its foundations must be laid deep and strong in Righteousness
and Love of Humanity, This message is the one above all others
for China to-day. Old standards of Life and Thought have been
discarded. Shall moral convictions, obedience to Law, and
reverence for Divine Truth be discarded also? It go, the wrecks
of mighty nations strewn along the path of History warn us
what to expect. If not, what shall replace the old systems?
Guizot, in his History of Civilization speaking of the preservatign
of Europe from decay says: ‘'‘The Christian Church alone
possessed a moral power. It proclaimed that great Truth which
forms the only foundation of our hope for humanity, that there
exists a Law above every human law, a Power above all human

 authority.,” And again: ‘‘One of the vital conditions of
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civilization,—Faith” .
CrristiaN Farrn and MorAvniry,—these are the uplifting

forces of mankind, the great sheet anchors of which History

teaches us every nation must avail itself, if it is to endure. And
to these, in their struggle for national existence, the eyes of the
Chinese people should be unceasingly directed,

- Hwar-an-Fu,

May, 1912

‘Sage, the consensus of opinion among Chinese scholars which
~denies him that honor, is doubtless just. As regards sincerity
- in search for the Truth, Mencius impresses one as not the equal

NS W



| sxEsmdmmSsRRccemE R R ca g

| N I N SR S B B N R S R (I |1 [ 1 SR A

ﬂWWA ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁi%mmamm%m%g%g%2§%JL%ﬁ$ﬁmLx

EE I ENRL K @K ESERNRS K-S EENREK £
X RGEERISVEE m.ﬁzmmtému%ﬂﬁfm%ﬁéﬁﬁﬁlﬁ

S KR KSR R D e N R N

R N M T A B S R s
 ESEEnENE TR R SEEERNE R RS SRR
S TR EERIP NS R RS S RERE e
éﬁﬂ%@%%ﬁﬁﬁ%)ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%mzﬁk&Zﬁ%ﬁm#ma_
T %ﬁﬁﬂi&%ﬁZt*@@&ﬁ%%@&ﬁmﬁzﬁ £




ke o ] TP TAT P 12 e Bl P i T e e R T SRR O e e N e

A B, N
 mﬂ.m*mmmk@Ziﬁxﬁ#L}nwwxﬁmﬁ22¥ﬁ@%3ﬁ
| RERAMNREIKE K REE R S SR EERReENE
i e S wE<TEREUEH QTR R KSR v
wwxﬁmc&m%ﬁ+m$ﬁﬁ§m2@{i%xAmnmeJmﬁ
BRGNS TR EES- YN E et 1N ENE
S E & EHE K MK RN S I G B NI IR & FE
REXQWEREELE D~ | RrgaNREREES-HeERE i
SR AR T e R s e T R Gladstone
| DRSS hRE<HKNESRE<ZRENENGEE LS ER
i s anammpumms %_K#ﬁ R.m.@;mmyﬁ;ﬁ &ﬁﬁ 2N gngﬂﬁ#ﬁ Arimn &ﬁﬁ

ENE LI m

1
A |
7 . p!



. E#SgEd

NN ST D g 1< Rrb e B T
M R N B R B K N R R
SwgrEEn oY | f USSR B BRETR
fe S NI BN ERE I | B R o R
R R 401 11 193 6 B pe IR R 2P A
@fg+m§ﬁmgm%%&ﬁmm§%ﬁﬁm&ﬁ
ﬁﬁ-»ﬁaéAﬁﬁsm¢+ﬂﬁmgzﬁmA$
SV I - S

ﬁ%im&gﬁmmxaaam%@ﬁ&xﬁm%%
HEEH N NIRETE RN B I U N 4
HE HHERE R ENEERES K& HE&

ORI B4 S o I B < N B LT B =
H a



; : ok
&aﬁiakﬁmaami$ﬁgwg$ﬂ%xam..
R KK FRIMENKER | U EHE O
BUR SR | E i R R R o ]
1 SR R R B K SR 2 e B
NKS T
s ENS @ Eo e FE e Eden- o
RN e B i E R I SR e R
MR i % BB T SE R B K B MP HE N B
&N Bt R8I N8 R SR B QHIE
EEdemEs vEmgwivgeNasEEnEER
Rk S S E R e e R

.ﬂﬁgﬁmAmmw,_




)

m,__‘__., e !
L RereEY”

. BIs O NmSRESH

LR iR IR H B R S R S 2
jmie! 1€ R g e R-NER
2 N RN 5 B A B HE AR MR B 12 T B
RPN BRI E R B ST KR I T SR S g
REH G EHPER | B

LR B R SEN B SR N R 2 ()
HEEX R REEERE RN R e K g
EDOMBS G KE L E HE BRE S RER
B KRR SR e Ee R tiE
HESHE ) K SEREERER | SR
TP S e SR B KK RS T e
HAI |1 e ot e BR R AT IS et SR ()

1



e _i o o®1 MM

? %ﬁ

®Riilig

RBEE

EEQTE%EWK%
¥ ISR

PRI HESORR
pUSED®

M E SR E KK
ENRHKHE<TE
J%E%kTﬁ T
B 4 R L N R

- RESERNERNE

(o]

Nt
(BHBINEER IR BRNER ¥EFaE0
B G IR E YN EHENRCS R NIER R
ENEM<HTERS
(80 LN - (U AN S U SR H YR %
EANBHEND S 1ER | NI S NS
PEE
(E)RZ(KEHZBESID)EE SN ECTRNE)
TR BIR | EERE | (R NEDT
NK BT S RIMBE 5 | (RN RIS NE
EE | EOmRNROIBENK RO -
RN S IR 09 - I S ok SRR M K



dy

o
',‘.ﬁ" e

gee *ﬁLﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmi

w,_

ﬁﬁﬂa%ﬁ&z%ﬁ
BB mEcaK
W ERREERTK

1

s RS

Moo 8

CE R

RN EN o -RAGE) SR EN (<
KB RS B (RO N TR E0aR 4 i
BN KARERIER | REIRRIN S HEEE
NTELECERNEEE NS SRS ERS 0
R EEE NG EEER CBNREIHES
NS URND G ST EE TS Sl
o N0 ) B0 8 - - S A R
B K B o R IR B R R S s 0 S
KEEE L)
() ¥ EREOBERHROBRUSNK (E
RN I X < a0 0K B B LR AR
RIS NI HER SRS ATIE K N B B8
; #H



o R gme : i s
2 R HKE HNES R D<REUREE RN S

B - SNIRE LN SOBH RIBE< ik

wwﬁm_ H1LLHEI 0 ok DG sk 1 G S e S
s 411 S R ALK

| BKE pETURENRES z.m_,._,@___muﬁiqﬁﬁb@wﬁ%fﬁa%aﬂﬁ&mﬁm
o R IS NEK R IR BN DK B e 8 0
i 2 ma S R LSRR N B g T Aol

: K EEEHNTRAIRCHEUREK X R E R
=N K- N SRR ER & iU
Hh BN N O B B N B I R 224
0 N B R S B R A R R i
HeHN S EEN HCQTHENaNTE DR

7




S 101

i A
¢
T
) - .

’ ]

S mne

i MRS s HH H S T |

o e e s? MU B
e

e N LIBT3 3
N BRiTss lm e K )

AN
ﬁﬁmZXE&Z%%
KM T

o pmzdeamEos

BEH RN

WO & mE

IR NEL T | RENKERK mnn
e 4B ROAT I [ M XA S TR
PR ICDEE) KEE) KEmEeNIRS (i
) BIATEEHENAE TR B
(MATIEREOE | HNK IR EE IR KERER
HEERNOEE S SRS LN ERT SR
SHien Ewy
(i) S G N HEEE W N e B NS R - N e
IR MR A (o L B s S iR () i
8t 1) W HH IR ) - M € (ROLE (R R
MOEERHHE RS BRI P R) B %5 (N
(E)KEMPER @) R KL EH(RE)DR
R+



i?%ﬁ %nh
&zjﬁﬂﬁaﬁmm
&a%2%£§a§%
%ﬁﬂﬂﬁ@%ﬁﬁ@
mm%ﬁZAmm%%
EERD
‘&gaﬁag%%ﬁt
<%tamm2%mwﬁ
5%&&% 58 e

"
RS EMR(L CREREE)E@DEORH
HREERS BN EERNS oK ESETrRy
ERCYEMNERHEIKBEEREX KETE
IR S

(88l B HHENM BRI | SN ETNSRHK
Ko EE R B RO RN K ST & ES S
O (ME R MR R m s {DER) |
SR ER RO E S E S nRiH s
RS ENNEER S SN EoH s xsicE
R i R AT M E S 4
BRTUERE ER S rpERr TERT e




e

,auaé*%gza%AZﬁ@m

ﬁcﬁﬁﬁﬁmwaﬁ
g g e
RERTEEHREEN
M EE W< NE 0

e ENENEOE<NE

KERED
M ONM o 4

SR e EE @ e S C I NE S M g
SRS QR BEE D DR &R RN
RN S EIE R N SR R S SE N )
BERNEERCSES NEERS® N FLEmE
cINSHFREmER

R< REHERERENER2ERIEK B 4 et
B RIS S £ 2 S S B IS I MR IE
CHNEEDEET MNER) RENL S e
NI I E B NE(E O EE QS &)l
ENENE SR IR ML ERRTER (D) S
(B)RIRN BN BE BN IEE & TR M8 8

B SEHRNENK B RS SR SROHEEE

=<

, -
. - __V_I n y
R g s e T ...L



Bl o aas

ﬁ i?ﬁﬂiﬂ%%i%

meJ,&ﬁ%ﬁZEﬂﬁﬁi

B ISR IIH SR

e

| FRARESERESOK

Pk ioa ks
DHESSSEMHN
WYEES

o B S T IR & - U
] e !j.
¢ RO
=

4+
A RIS W EH S HI A R R R SRS S
R IR SRR R o e
HEMh SR RS R SO IR () iR N B
s A IR i< e M RO
() S R B - e - RIS S
HmRIE-SRE IR PR oA EHaES
OHEIhBIREHER MNRRREReELERLR
SRR UK A RRESE e ENERE
| @RI RS I Brme e
21 RIEK DR MK ES LR R R
T RENE TR SFNE KT RO IR O T
2 RWEENEREK WS @SN R EN L o




4 ok
ot LRI

&g xﬁaﬁﬁxiwﬁm

BN < EReEkE
BN ELTE
ERKES R IR
EKERETLKES
R M SR

- SRR EgEN

£

Wb %] sm

SHERER RRERBKEN<HNERBRE
O K SRR 4 SEHNENEDREEN TR
ISR daph i SN K T3

e M K O N 1 | BR RS B i T ) (Ko
) @B R 1 3 B
£= Egmcd(k pEE) Er s ) s
(B0) EHNEBMYE +NLERELH K PR
B2H (DT UNLE N LB ESR ) |
ik TR BB TSN €Lk PR SRS
IR N B IR BRI o I R4 (T 4 s
M%@mmmuﬁmﬁam%mmwma4aﬁuﬁ
N

F<LERBEXHENERIE 4 ENSEHENE
+ |



