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Foreword

Jinci Ancestral Temple, constructed in commemoration of Shuyu — the first ruler of Jin
State (1033~376 B.C.) during the Zhou Dynasty (11th century~256 B.C.), is a historic and
cultural site famous for its perfect combination of natural landscape and ancestral architecture.
The temple is located at the foot of Mount Xuanweng, the original source of the Jin River,
over 20 kilometers southwest of Shanxi’s capital Taiyuan. Jinci Ancestral Temple faces east
with water in the front and hills at the back and thick woods and beautiful scenery around.
Its ancient architecture, exquisitely-carved sculptures, elaborate wall paintings and well-
preserved stone tablets make it a precious source of Chinese cultural heritage.

In the 1930s, Liang Sicheng, a famous Chinese architect, made an inspection tour to
Jinci Ancestral Temple. He wrote an article titled Pre-check of Ancient Buildings in Shanxi
Province, which was later published in The Society for Research in Chinese Architecture.
Since then, Jinci Ancestral Temple has attracted many scholars to come. Along with the
development of China’s tourism and the prosperity of the Chinese culture, the temple has
become even more well-known since the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949.
In Jinci Ancestral Temple, the ancient buildings are most fascinating. Their historical value
has made them attractive to a great number of painters, photographers, cameramen and
journalists.

Shengmu (Saint Mother) Hall, the oldest building in Jin Ancestral Temple, was
built during the Song Dynasty (960~1279). The hall, seven-bay wide and six-bay long, is
surrounded by cloisters, with double-eave gables and hipped roofs. It is a representative
architecture of the Song Dynasty, as well as the earliest example of wood columns carved with
coiling Chinese-dragons. Its front porch is two-bay long, and the porch columns were carved
with eight coiling Chinese-dragons during the Song Dynasty.

In front of the hall there is a square pool named Yuzhao (Fish Pond) spanned by a
bridge called Feiliang (Flying Girder). It was also built during the Song Dynasty. Feiliang
lies flat from east to west, and its northern and southern sections descend like open wings.
The wooden square blocks inserted between the top of columns and crossbeams support the
arch of the bridge. The whole building looks just like a huge bird ready to soar. Boasting its
elaborate structure and special shape, the building is unique not only in the history of Chinese
architecture, but also in the country’s history of bridge and garden.

The Xian (Worship) Hall was built during the Jin Dynasty (1115~1234) for worshipping
the Goddess and for sacrificial offerings. Surrounded by wooden fences, the hall is 3-bay
wide, with single-eave hip-and-gable roofs. There are doors in the middle of the front room
and back room. It is the oldest existing wooden worship hall in Chinese history. During the
Song and Jin dynasties, replacing enclosure walls with wooden fences was a peculiarity of
Jinci Ancestral Temple.

Saint Mother Hall, Yuzhao Feiliang and Xian Hall are all representative works in the
history of Chinese architecture.

The Yuan Dynasty (1206~1368) buildings in Jinci Ancestral Temple seem to have long

been neglected, but they are of great value in fact. Jingging Gate, used to be the main gate



of Jinci Ancestral Temple, was built close to the palace wall. It was damaged through years,
and was moved to Fengsheng Temple for better preservation. With a simple and brief style,
Jingqing Gate and Wuji Gate of Yongle Palace in Ruicheng County are regarded as two rarest
covered doorways of the Yuan Dynasty.

The main hall of Jinci Ancestral Temple was built during the early Yuan Dynasty first as
a resting place of Shuyu, and later became the main hall during the reign of Emperor Qianlong
(1736~1795) in Qing Dynasty (1616~1911). The hall, large and spacious, was ingeniously
designed. It was built very economically — its beams and girders only u$ed one third of the
materials for building those official buildings in the Qing Dynasty. It is amazing that the hall
is still in good condition after seven hundred years.

Nanlao Spring Pavilion and Shanli Spring Pavilion, rebuilt during the Ming Dynasty
(1368~1644), are tall and marvelous. Their top roofs are even higher than their pillars, a rare
architecture that can only be found in China.

The magnificent Shuimu (River Goddess) Building was built against Mount Xuanweng
in the Ming Dynasty. The well-structured Dongyue Temple from the Ming Dynasty is elegant
and rigorous in its layout. Built in the Ming and rebuilt during the Qing, the Water Mirror
Stage combined the style of the music building from the Yuan and Ming dynasties and the
elegance of opera house of the Qing Dynasty.

As the last imperial dynasty, the Qing Dynasty witnessed the final phase of the Chinese
ancient buildings. However, there are still many classic buildings from that time. For example,
the elegant gate tower in front of Wenchang Palace with springs beside, the elaborately
decorated and delicately caved Juntian Opera House, the eight coiling Chinese dragons of
glazed bricks on the top of the sputa of Fengsheng Temple are all unique cultural relics in
China. There are also numerous stone inscriptions, painted sculptures, glazed bricks, frescos,
iron men, iron lions and rare ancient trees in Jinci Ancestral Temple. Such a large number
of cultural and art works have attracted visitors from all over the world. They not only
demonstrate the charm of traditional Chinese ethnic culture but something more beyond any
art forms.

Mr. Wang Xinsheng, the curator of Jinci Museum, is gifted with foresight and good
judgment. He told us, promoting the cultural heritages of Jinci Temple is their duty and
responsibility. Following his suggestion, we did a thorough research on the ancient buildings
in Jinci Ancestral Temple, and published the findings of the research. As a grand cultural event
in Taiyuan, it aims to help the inheritance of the traditional Chinese culture. Those beautiful
pictures in the book are for the reference of the readers and potential visitors to the temple.
There are numerous historical cultural relics in Jinci Ancestral Temple to be studied. We

expect that this book will be a good start for such studies.

Chai Zejun
March, 2014
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Foreword

Architecture is an important cultural icon of a nation. For over 2,000 years, wooden
buildings have dominated the history of Chinese architecture and embodied rich traditional
Chinese culture. They are representatives of East Asian architectural art, as well as a pearl
shining in the world’s architecture family. The ancient buildings in Shanxi Province have
a special and important status in the history of Chinese architecture. According to official
statistics, 73 percent of the extant ancient buildings in China built before the Yuan Dynasty
(1206~1368) are located in Shanxi Province, making the province an important place for the
research, preservation and inheritance of ancient Chinese architecture. In central Shanxi, there
is a world-famous historic site called Jinci Ancestral Temple, which has witnessed the ups and
downs of the ancient city — Taiyuan — through the past 2,500 years.

Jinci Ancestral Temple, also known as the Shuyu Temple, is located at the foot of Mount
Xuanweng, 25 kilometers southwest of Shanxi’s capital Taiyuan, and 5 kilometers away from
the site of the ancient Jinyang city. It was among the first group of historical and cultural sites
under government protection by the State Council. With water in the front and mountain at the
back, the temple has a dense growth of trees and plants with beautiful scenery around.

The temple, constructed in commemoration of Shuyu — the first ruler of Jin State (1033-
376 B.C.) during the Zhou Dynasty (11th century~256 B.C.), can be dated back to the Wei,
Jin, and Southern and Northern dynasties (220~589). Li Daoyuan, a well-known geographer in
the Northern Wei Dynasty (386~534), described Jinci Ancestral Temple as the best scenic spot
in Jin (today’s Shanxi Province), when the temple was taking shape. The Ancestral Hall of
Shuyu, Yuzhao (Fish Pond) Feiliang (Flying Girder) and Xian (Worship) Hall already erected
there at that time. More buildings and ponds were built during the Northern Qi Dynasty
(550~577). In the Sui and Tang dynasties (581~907), Jinci Ancestral Temple became a famous
tourist attraction. A great number of literati visited it and left their poems and articles there,
further enriching the culture of the temple. After the Northern Song (960~1127) eliminated
the Northern Han (951~979) regime, the temple was rebuilt and continued its new history
for 1,000 more years. It was further expanded and rebuilt during the Yuan, Ming, and Qing
dynasties (1206~1912), and finally formed its size of today. Now, the temple has more than
400 ancient and modern buildings of different types and structures from the Yuan, Ming and
Qing dynasties and the period of the Republic of China (1912~1949), together with beautiful
gardens and rich culture. The temple therefore is regarded as “a museum of Chinese ancient
architecture.”

In memory of Shuyu and his mother Yi Jiang, who was known as the Saint Mother,
Jinci Ancestral Temple is the first typical architectural complex of China. The Shengmu
(Saint Mother) Hall, built in 984, is regarded as one of the representative buildings of the
Northern Song Dynasty, because its structure is close to the model in the book The Rules of
Architecture. The Yuzhao (Fish Pond) Feiliang (Flying Girder), which was built in the same
period, is the only cross-structure work in the history of Chinese bridges. The Xian Hall,
standing opposite to the Shengmu Hall across the pond, was built in 1168 for worshipping

Saint Mother. Surrounded by low walls and with fences on the top of the walls, the hall is



spacious and in the style of a pavilion. The Shengmu Hall, Yuzhao Feiliang and Xian Hall
are regarded as “Three State Treasures in Jinci Ancestral Temple.” The buildings for worship
and sacrificial offerings are the main part of the temple’s architectural complex, indicating the
dominant status of Confucianism of the time.

During its long history, Jinci Ancestral Temple incorporated Buddhism, Taoism, and folk
and local briefings, so religious buildings were constructed in the complex. For example, the
Shifang Fengsheng (Saint Worshiping) Temple, Futu (Buddha) Yard and Stupa are all typical
Buddhist buildings of the Sui and Tang dynasties. These buildings, echomg with the Tongzi
Temple on Longshan Hill and grottoes in Tianlong Hill, demonstrate that Buddhism was
flourishing locally at that time. As a native religion, Taoism, which worships various gods,
has deep roots among the people, and this can be seen clearly in Jinci Ancestral Temple. It has
temple halls of the Three Purities, Eight Immortals, Dragon King, King of Medicine, God of
Literature and God of Mount Tai, as well as the Luban Temple, Taidai Temple, Wangqiong
Temple and the Temple of Seven Scholars, integrating folk worshipping with local briefings,
displaying the inclusiveness of various traditional Chinese philosophies, and reflecting the
unique culture of Jinci Ancestral Temple.

“Jinyang city is the best place of Shanxi Province and Jinci Ancestral Temple is the best
place in Jinyang.” The temple, representing the progress of the ancient Chinese architecture,
is a precious heritage of the ancient Chinese culture and architectural art. It witnesses the ups
and downs of Jinyang city, and inherits the history and culture of Shanxi Province. It is our
duty and obligation to protect Jinci Ancestral Temple and inherit its rich culture.

This book, The Ancient Buildings in Jinci Ancestral Temple, is a collection of all the
existing ancient buildings before the Republic of China. The book aims to show the readers
the art of ancient buildings in Jinci Ancestral Temple, and serves as a reference for scholars in
their researches. It is also a good choice for collectors. Historical and cultural heritages are the

common wealth of mankind, so it is our responsibility to protect and inherit these treasures.

Yang Zhijun
Director of the Taiyuan Administration of Cultural Heritag

March, 2014
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