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By Liu Xu, the Presigent of Chinese Interior
Decoration Society

October, 2012
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| made the acquaintance of Dr. Xu Min at the
6th Session of Biennale Exposition of Chinese
Interior Design. His interior design of Suzhou
Mount Lion Church exhibited in that year deeply
impressed us commentators. As the outstanding
works of national architecture interior decoration
of that time, it was awarded the gold medal for
its integral style with the typically gothic church,
its delicately designed details, and its exquisite
techniques.

Thereafter, Dr. Xu Min participated in every
session of Biennale Exposition of Chinese
Interior Design and won awards. | get to know
that he has taken the architecture and interior
design of Christian church as his recent
research interest. To promote his cultivation
in humanities and arts, while working, he
entered into Nanjing Institute of Arts to study
for the doctoral degree in fine arts, and mainly
did researches on modern Chinese church
architecture. He dedicated all his spare time to
doing a comprehensive study upon the existing
well-known modern churches in China, which
laid a solid foundation for his church design
career, During this period, he finished the
thesis “An Investigation upon Modern Chinese
Church Architecture” and successfully passed
the doctoral thesis defense, and finally attained
the doctoral degree in fine arts. Meanwhile, he
finished the design of architecture and interior
decoration of churches listed as follows: The
Cathedral of Nanjing Union Seminary (20086),
The Church in Liu City, Wenzhou (2007), Shitan
Church in Zhuangyuan Town, Wenzhou (2008),
Dushu Lake Church in Suzhou (2008), Cangnan
Church in Wenzhou (2009), Fengchi Church
in Cangnan Town, Wenzhou (2009), Longhua
Church in Wenzhou (2009), Yongzhong
Church in Wenzhou (2009), Zhoukou Church
(2010), Gaoloumen Church in Nanjing (2010),
Xiaoshi Church in Nanjing (2010), Nanjing
Shengxun Cathedral (2011), Chongging Gospel
Church (2012), St. Teresa Catholic Church in
Chongaing (2012). Of all the above—mentioned
churches, Mount Lion Church, Shitan Church,

and Dushu Lake Church have already been
built. Other churches are either in planning
or under construction. The interior decoration
design of the Cathedral of Nanjing Union
Seminary won the first prize of IFl International
Interior Design Competition and the first prize
of Chinese Interior Design Competition in 2007.
The interior decoration designs of Shitan Church
in Zhuangyuan Town and Dushu Lake Church
in Suzhou were awarded the gold medal in the
7th Session of Biennale Exposition of Chinese
International Interior Design in 2008. The interior
decoration designs of Longhua Church and
Yongzhong Church were respectively awarded
the special prize and the first prize on the
7th Session of Interior Design Competition of
Jiangsu Province in 2009, and etc.

| have shown concretely the churches designed
by Dr. Xu Min and prizes he has won, for | am
so pleased to see that there is a whole new field
developed in our national decoration design and
that it advances so fast. Dr. Xu Min deserves
all these honors and medals since he has been
working on art design for a long time and has
dedicated himself to exploring new fields of
architecture and interior design. There is no
doubt that the art design experience he attained
in Central Academy of Craft Art has resulted in
his success. Nowadays, people are guided by
a utilitarian attitude and the orientation of their
value conception is changing all the time. Many
a designer is anxious to find his ideal state, yet,
he does not want to do any endeavor. This no
doubt is neither good for personal development
nor for the development of national interior
design. Dr. Xu Min asks me to write some
“Works of Church

Architecture and Interior Design” , and | would

words for his collection of

like to say congratulations, and wish that he
could make greater progress in his career.
Finally, | hope that readers could benefit from
this book.
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Combined with religious rituals, religious art aims
to express religious conception, publicize its
doctrine, and advocate religious worship. It is
a compound of religious conception, emotion,

rituals and artistic forms.

In terms of the composition of religious art,
religion takes the most significant role, and art
the subordinate one. However subordinated it
is, art strengthens the penetrative and influential
power of religious doctrine, and it enlivens
religious art itself and makes it much closer
to the material world, and thus presents its

aesthetic value.

Human should take their law from the Earth; the
Earth follows the trail of Heaven; the Heaven
follows the trail of Tao; the law of the Tao is being

what it is.

Light and shadow, wall and space are requisites

for architecture.
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Dr. Xu Min was born in 1963. In 1990, he graduated from Central Academy of Craft Art. He entered into
Nanjing Institute of Arts to study fine arts in 2006, and attained the doctor degree in 2010 with his thesis
researching on modern Chinese church architecture. Now, he teaches in School of Design in Nanjing
Institute of Arts. Meanwhile, he is the vice-chairman of Chinese Interior Decoration Society, director of
Interior Design Branch of Chinese Architecture Association, and the dean of Design Department of Huaxia

Tiancheng Construction Co. Ltd., in Jiangsu Province.

“Jiangsu Provincial May 1 Labor Medal” in 2011.

“Jiangsu Provincial Technical Expert™ in 2007, 2009 and 2011.

“Jiangsu Provincial May 14 Innovative Master—Hand” in 2007, 2009 and 2011.

“Chinese Outstanding Interior Architect” in 2009.

“Chinese Interior Design Elite Prize™ in 2008.

“100 Chinese Successful, Senior and Outstanding Interior Architects” in 2008.

“National Outstanding Young and Middle—-Aged Interior Architect” in 2006

“Jiangsu Provincial Innovative Master—Hand in Mass Economy and Technique” in 2006.

“The Most Influential Young and Middle—Aged Designer in Chinese Architecture Decoration” in 2005.
“Nanjing New Long March Pioneer” in 2005.

“100 National Excellent Interior Architects” in 2004.

A Review upon Modern Chinese Church Architecture

Church and Revival of Tradlitional Chinese Art

Traditional Chinese Culture and Modern Church

Symbolism and Modern Church

Urban Construction and Rebuilding and Ulilization of Industrial Remains
Reasonable and Sensible: General Aim of Art Design

Entry of Interior Design of Church Architecture

Technical Philosophy Implied in Fables of Zhuangzi

Urban Architecture and Landscape Design
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Project Location: No. 170 Yushan Road, Hi-Tech Development District, Suzhou, Jiangsu Province
Design Range: Interior decoration

Date Designed: December, 2005

Project Progress: Already built

WEBEK: [IHEFNBEHEELEI708

Mount Lion Church in
Suzhou
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