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It is interesting to see the UK from their and your viewpoints!

——Warren Buckland (3£ 5433 % & #5750
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Summer in Oxford (II)

FAYE WANG
(Revised by Warren Buckland)

This is the second book of the same name “Summer in Oxford™ ,
written by Faye Wang, the Chinese writer who once studied film in
Oxford for three years. She completed her first work Summer in Ox-
ford I, which was published in the end of 2012. Because of the
success of the first volume, the publisher asked her to write at least
two more books of the same name.

Faye is a journalist and reporter at the TV & Radio station in Tsing-
tao City. In 2006, she won the China News Award ( 7 [E ¥ 8]
42 , the highest level news award for TV & Radio in China. She
also works as a news editor and screenwriter for TV dramas.

In this second volume, you can read more stories ahout the Chinese
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people Faye encountered during her stay in Oxford, some of whom
were also featured in “ Summer in Oxford I”.

For example, A Jian (fi[{#) is a second generation rich Chinese
student from Mainland China who drives a Bentley to university ev-
ery day. A Jian even lives in a very expensive villa by himself. Mr.
Bai does not understand and says: “He is only a student! Why
does he rent such an expensive house? He should pay more atten-
tion to his studies!” But A Jian says that it is his life-style. Actual-
ly, it is not only A Jian who pursues this kind of so-called life-
style. A Jian just copies his family’s life-style in China. Some rich
Chinese people work hard simply to earn more and more money.
How can they spend all the money they have already? It seems A
Jian and a lot of people like him don’t really have any idea.
Weizhen He ({a[{fiE) visited her husband, Mr. Bai, in Oxford.
She is a psychologist and has specialised in marriage counselling for
many years. She hears a large number of sad stories from her pa-
tients, who hope that she can cure them of their sadness.

Mr. Shubei Zhang (K44 7% ), an academic, visited Oxford with
his wife. In Summer in Oxford (1I) we find Zhang and his wife liv-
ing close to Faye and her housemates. They often visited and chat-
ted in the dining room. Because of some unhappy experiences, Mr.
Zhang sued the landlady. However, finally he found out that the la-

dy was not the real house owner...Mr. Zhang also found out that a
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young Chinese girl he met in the town might be someone’s illegal
second wife... To be honest, Mr. Zhang is always interested in this
kind of gossip.

Dr. Dong (4¢f#-}-) is one of Mr. Shubei Zhang’s new house ma-
tes. Dong came from Southern China and works as a PhD student of
biology. Because Dong is quite busy, he has no time to go to the
supermarket. Zhang then buys some food and vegetables for Dong
when he goes to the shops, but he always charges Dong extra. Dr.
Dong is working for his supervisor who is a British citizen of Japa-
nese ancestry. Due to the complicated historical reasons, it seems
most Chinese people don’t like the Japanese. Mr. Zhang Shubei
calls Dong a traitor behind Dong’s back.

Ruoshi Lee (ZE#51%F) is one of Faye's housemates. He has two
Masters degrees but is unable to find even one job-either in London
or China. .. Then he returned to Oxford...

A new housemate called Anina ([ JE ) joined Faye’s household
for a short time from Germany. Faye and the other people living in
the house sometimes spoke ill of her in Chinese, even when she was
nearby. They thought Anina did not know anything about China and
Chinese. However, finally, they discovered that Anina could speak
and understand Chinese very well ... The housemates felt very
shamed and awkward...

A Fen (PiJ2%), whose English name is Emily, is also a Chinese
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student from rich business family. She became friends with Fliss, a
British student. The two girls have some different ideas about what
a wedding ring means. For Fliss it is a symbol, while for A Fen it
might be only a huge diamond...

Mayo (ff§ 5L ) worked to buy a second-hand bike for 100 pounds,
and she finished working as soon as she earned the 100 pounds.
However, Mayo’s Chinese friends don’t understand her. They work
until they could not continue their jobs. It seems Mayo worked for
the bike ( or what she wants), but her Chinese friends work for
money. They will work as longer as they can and get as more money
as they could. That is to some extent a clear and interesting differ-
ence between them. Perhaps they will have a lot of money in hand,
while Mayo will really have the thing she wants.

Jinghao (Ffif) sent Harry emails again after several months. Har-
ry was Jinghao’s tutor when Jinghao studied in Oxford. They seemed
like each other but sometimes it is not very clear. It is strange that
sometimes people might become closer because of long distance or
gap. Harry did not feel even a little strange or surprise to receive
her emails. He sometimes waited and he always believes that Jing-
hao and he will meet up again somewhere someday...

Lao Zhang and Lao Mai (% & 1% ) were fellow students at
Manchester University. Lao Zhang was a quite good student in Fi-

nance while Lao Mai was not a good student. Like Ruoshi, Lao
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Zhang could not find a job in China after completing his undergrad-
uate courses with all “ A’s. Then Lao Zhang returned to England
and, fortunately, secured a job in Manchester. He hopes to study
for a Masters degree in several years, when he saves some money.
Although Lao Mai is not as good a student as Lao Zhang, he could
earn more money than Lao Zhang... Lao Mai sells things and carries
out ‘business deals’ for Chinese students without a license...

One day in Oxford City Centre, Faye met a 54 year old female
student called Dao Zi (F§F ), who came from Japan. In some Chi-
nese people’s mind some Japanese people are not really friendly for
various historical reasons. However, Dao Zi is really a friendly per-
son. She taught Faye to make sushi. They visited some beautiful
small towns together at the weekends. Even when Dao Zi returned to
Japan after 6 months study in Oxford, she still kept in contact with
Faye, sending her post cards that began “My Dearest friend...”
Faye’s friend Zhang Yi-yun ( #%3) had no boyfriend until she was
32. But she quickly married a Chinese man from a rich family after
a train trip in London. They returned to China together. In China,
they have nice cars, beautiful villas, and a lot of money... She does
not need to go out for work and only takes care of their children.
But it seems Yi-yun is sometimes not very happy, even very unhap-
py. Her husband’s parents want a grandson while Yi-yun and her

husband have three daughters...
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Mark ( 2 7%5) , a new friend, is kind of Maths genius. Mark’s par-
ents deliver sermons, mainly preaching to the Chinese people in
Oxford. Mark loves Maths so much. He says he forgets everything
when he is studying or thinking about Maths. It appears that he is
never concerned about anything except Maths. On the contrary,
some scholars-including Chinese scholars-are more utilitarian. Some
people , especially some Chinese people, nowadays never get what
they want and always want more. Maybe, people will be more hap-
py and wealthy if we are much simpler like Mark.

Mrs. Chen (A AKKZEHTE) completed her PhD study in biology
at Oxford University. She returned to China to open her new busi-
ness, because of China’s rapid development. She is an ambitious
lady in turbulent times. However, Mr. Chen is not ambitious and
has never pretended to be. So Mr. Chen and Mrs. Chen had sever-
al “discussions’. They hoth agreed that she should remain in China
while he visits the UK for a year. Mr Chen could still keep his old
life-style while Mrs Chen would have time to develop her business

and avoid bankruptey...



