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About the Author

Chen Xizhi,engineer, economist and member of Chinese Peasants and Workers Democratic
Party ,was born in Wenzhou,Zhejiang Province in 1950.She is the legal person of Hongxin Limited
Corporation of Landscape Architecture of Zhejiang,and chief technology officer of Pot Plant and
Miniature Landscape World of Shenzhen East Lake Park.

In collaboration with Lin Hongxin and some others,she compiled and published such books as
Appreciation of China’s Wenzhou Camellia,the Making and Appreciation of Potted Tree and Stone
Art,and City Ecology and Three—dimensional Forestation. In order to usher in Hong Kong’s return
to China, Hongxin Limited Corporation of Landscape Architecture of Zhejiang, in cooperation with
Shenzhen East Lake Park,built in 1997 the Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape World of East
Lake Park.Since the establishment of it,they have participated in dozens of national and local ex-
hibitions , winning more than 120 medals.In the Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape World of Shen-
zhen East Lake Park,they staged many exhibitions of and held training sessions on pot plant art
and provided chances for international pot plant art exchanges.In 2002, Pot Plant and Miniature
Landscape World of Shenzhen East Lake Park was named one of “the eight top ecological scenic
spots in Shenzhen”.In 2005,Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape World of Shenzhen East Lake
Park was listed as one of “the most famous gardens of China’s pot plants and miniature land-
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scape.
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Foreword

It is a surprise for me to hear that the book Chinese Miniature Landscape Art compiled by
Chen Xizhi is to be published.

Previously,I just knew that Ms.Chen,a famous entrepreneur,was respectfully held by some of
her native knowledgeable persons to be a “High —profile Businesswoman”or as the “Queen of
Camellias”in the kingdom of horticulture.And I had never heard that she was expert al miniature
landscape art.

Chen Xizhi,who,logether with her husband Lin Hongxin,the master artist,established Hongxin
Limited Corporation of Landscape Architecture of Zhejiang,enjoys great fames not only in Jiangsu
and Zhenjiang but also in other parts of China.She is expert at the design of landscape
architecture,having accomplished more than 60 forestation projects.Moreover,she knows all the
details from designs to implementations.I went to Wenzhou in 1996 and saw in person the roof
garden she designed on top of Wenzhou Mansion,which contains miniature mountains,springs and
potted plants.Is it true that all those works of miniature landscape are her creation? 1 was then
focusing myself on the appreciation of those artistic works without asking the name of the artist.
Now I have the answer.Her husband Lin Hongxin established Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape
World in Shenzhen,in the process of which she played an important role.She was both the
guarantee of financial resources and the contributor of wisdom in the planning of the whole project.
What is most admirable is that she often flies back and forth for the growth of her family enterprise
from Shenzhen to Wenzhou and to other parts of the country.She spent over three months in
making preparations for the exhibition of pot plant and miniature landscape art together with the
calligraphy and painting exhibition held during the 26th Universiade.

All in all,she usually takes pleasure and works tirelessly so long as what she is doing
concerns forestation and beautification of China.Now,she is ready to publish her long-planned book
Chinese Potted Water and Mountain Landscape Art,which is worth the expectation of those who are
engaged in pot plant and miniature landscape art.

Her book is commendable because the authors have included in their book not only the
history of the development of miniature landscape art but also the relation between miniature
landscape art and traditional Chinese paintings which involve mutual borrowing and mutual
reliance.What is more precious is that in her book she has made detailed illustration of the forms
of creations,the materials used in creations,the tools and craftsmanship involved in the creation of
miniature landscape art.I believe the publication of her book will give substantial help to the

beginners in improving their craftsmanship.In addition,readers of this book can deepen their insight
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in poetic and graphic touch of miniature landscape art through appreciating the works of Chinese
paintings,getting nearer to the soul of Chinese tradition,which will enhance the reviving Chinese
culture.

As the old saying goes,“As is the husband,so is the wife.”Chen’s family is a family of art.Her

husband,Lin Hongxin,is a master artist of pot plant and miniature landscape art.Her daughter,Lin
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Jing,under the influence of her parents.is versatile and adept with both pen and sword,having had
outstanding achievements.We can safely conclude from the author’s life experience that only those
who are virtuous and have seen life and experienced hardships can be perseverant and unyielding,
making outstanding accomplishments and taking on great undertakings for the country.Therefore
their progress is self-evident.

Fifteen years ago.in a foreword for a famous writer,] made a prediction:pot plant and miniature
landscape art is the quintessence of Chinese culture and the symbol of the five thousand years of
Chinese Culture.To effect a big development,substantial promotion and extensive acceptance of pot
plant and miniature landscape art,it is indispensable to depend not only on the Party and the
country,but also on the enthusiastic aid and support of art lovers and entrepreneurs with strong
economic power.

Today’s reality has shown that the pot plant and miniature art in Shenzhen wouldn’t have been

endowed with so much achievement that can be proud of nowadays without the far-sightedness of
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Lin Hongxin and Chen Xizhi or without their hard work and enthusiastic support.

i
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v Su Benyi

A Former Chairman of Chinese Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape Artist Society

General Councilor of Flowers,Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape Art Magazine
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Preface

Pot plant and miniature landscape art,a form of excellent traditional Chinese art,is one of the
treasures in Chinese culture which has lasted for thousands of years.As an ancient and unique
artistic form, pot plant and miniature landscape art has been inherited and constantly developed.As
people have improved their life,they have raised their demand and shown their desire for products
of art and culturepot and plant and miniature landscape art is not only loved by the Chinese peo-
ple but also by people in different areas of the world.

Potted water and mountain landscape art,as one branch of China’s pot plant and miniature
landscape art,enjoys unique charm and appeal ,which displays steep peaks and misty caves,pic-
turesque water and mountains.Scenic spots such as China’s Five Famous Mountains, the Grotesque
Peaks of Huangshan Mountain,the Water and Mountain in Guilin,the Three Gorges of Changjiang
River can be manifested through the artistic means of potted water and mountain landscapes.In a
pot,a miniature peak may symbolize a mountain of thousands of meters high; a spoonful of water
may represent rivers and lakes that extend thousands of miles.In a sense,by scaling down the sky
and the earth,the works of potted water and mountain landscapes , by enabling people to see big in
the small,look like three—dimensional paintings of water of mountains,with far—reaching artistic
conceptions and extensive contents which are beyond the works of pot plants.

Since ancient times,the Chinese people have always loved mountains and stones,with count-
less fanatic stone lovers.This is because stones are perceived to have the character of sturdiness
and eternity between the earth and sky,symbolizing longevity , perpetuation, firmness and power
and possessing the beauty of masculinity.

The stillness of potted mountain peaks seems to contain a soul.The overlapping mountain
ranges , the steep mountain peaks,the tilting rock and the extending plants give people the feeling
of dynamism.The still water also becomes dynamic with oared vessels and fishing boats off the
winding water banks which leaves people a touch of dynamism.The sharp contrast between the
stillness and dynamism and the combination of softness and strength offer special flavors, providing
people with not only the view but also the nature’s sound and filling them with myriad of thoughts.
People,after a day’s work,can relax themselves,get rid of their exhaustion and improve their
health state in the process of appreciating the potted water and mountain landscapes.If people can
make a pot with such a content themselves,the pleasure will be greatly increased , affording strong
appeal.

The works of potted water and mountain landscapes are created out of stones and other mate-
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rials with some processing,design and arrangement.Those works are not under the influence of
time and environment.The profiles and the scenery don’t have to change with the season,with easy
maintenance.The creation period is short,the scenery taking shape quickly and its form remaining
steady.For the beginners,the created works don’t require proper watering or fertilizing.There is no
worrying about trimming and pruning.The stones and other materials used in those works are easily
accessible and one can start the creation at any time.

The foreword of this book is written by Su Benyi,former chairman of Chinese Pot Plant and
Miniature Landscape Artist Society.In the course of compiling this book ,we were greatly helped by
Mr.Lin Hongxin,the master artist of pot plant and miniature landscape art and president of Pot
Plant and Miniature Landscape World of Shenzhen East Lake Park.We also received the generous
help and guidance from prominent pot plant and miniature landscape artist Zhong Jinan,the former
vice secretary general of Chinese Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape Artist Society.Moreover, Rong
Huizhen , painting and calligraphy lover of Shanghai and Huang Yuhuang,famous photographer of
Shenzhen have helped taking pictures.Many famous pot plant and miniature landscape artists have
provided us with photos.Here we want lo express our sincere thanks to all those mentioned above.

The book is meant for practical purposes and artistic appreciation and the lovers of pot plant
and miniature landscape art can use it as references and as means to further their skills.Owing to
the limitations on the part of compilers,the book may contain errors or improper elements.Here we

earnestly request the corrections from the readers.

By the compiler
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