





e! that's the life we

lga Se},yonovna
| does one’s utmost;
wea oneself out, gettmg

H"ep at night, and racks
bram what to do for the
" then what happens?
) with, one’s public is
. boorish. I give them
st operetta, a dainty
que, ﬁrﬁt Tate music-hall
sts. But do you suprose
's what they want! They
undérstand anything of
rt. Theyfiivlli'at: a clown;
t they ask Qr is vulgarity.
“then look at the weather!
st every evening it rains.
tarted on the tenth of May,
it’s kept it up all May and
1t’s simply awful! The
doesn’t come, but T've
, he rent just the same,

”immM$m*m

make one cry. Oﬁe ;
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"~ Olenka hstened to Kuk1n~
© with sileat grav1ty, and some-

o

The next evening the clouds
would gather again, and Kuki:

would say with :en’ hysterical
laugh:
¢ Well, rain away, then!

“Flood the garden, drown me!

Damn my luek in this world

: and the next! Let the artists

have me up! Send me to prison!
— to Siberia! — the scaffold!
Ha, ha, ha!”

And next day the same

times tears came into her eyes.
In the end his mistortunes
touched har; she grew to love
him. He was a small thin man,
with a yellow face, and curls
combed forward on his fore-
head. He spoke in a thin tenor;
as he talked his mouth worked

on one side, and there was

an expression of de-
spair on his face; yet he

always

aroused a ceep and genuine aff _
- cetion in her. She was always
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far from ‘the Tivoli. In the
evenings and at night she cou'd
hear the band playing, and
the crackling and banging of
fireworks, and it seemed to
her that it was Kukin struggl-

‘ing with his destiny, s'orm-

ing the entrenchments of his
chief fo>,
blic; there was a sweet thrill

the indifferent pu-

at her heart, she h:d no de-.

gire to sleep, and when he
returned honie at daybreakb,
she tapped softly at her bed-
room window, and
him only her face and one
shoulder through the curtain,
~she gave him a friendly smile,

He proposed to h‘er, and
they were married. And when
he had a closer view of her
neck and her plump, fine shoul-
ders, he threw up his hands,
~and said:

“You darling! ”

He was happy, but as it

showing

father’s §v111 ‘was. ;;t ;;che ex-'
treme end of the ‘town, not 22
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on day and night
3 _i_&é‘dding, his face s ill
d an expression of

2 7-g‘01’: on very well toge-

, 1o look after things in
Tivoli, to put down the
unts and pay the wages.
| her

her rosy cheeks,
naive,” radiant smile,
o be seen now at the
Wibdow, now in the
shment bar or behmd the
cenes of the theatre. And
eady she used to say to
- acquaintances that the
eatre was {h> chief and most
rtant thing in life, and
at it was only through the
pa that one could derive
g l‘oyment and beconme

‘ But do you suppose the
public understands that?” she

ed to say. “What 'fh‘ey want
a clown. Yesterday we gave
'_auzt Inside Out,’ and almost
| the boxes were empty; but

She wused to sit in his ~
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i ka | T had bee
producing sonie vt;.]gar fhiqg’;
I assur: you the theatre would
_have been packed. To-morrow
Vanitchka and I are doing
¢Orpheus in Hell’. Do come.”
" And what Knkin said about
the theatre and the actors she
repeated. Like him she de:pis-
~ed the public for their igno-
rance and their indifference
fo art; she took part in the
,reliearsals, she corrected the
actors, she kept an eye on the
bohaviour of the musicians,
and when there was
favourable notice in the local
paper,
thea went to the editor’s office
to set things rigit.
The actors were fond of her
and used to call her  Vanitchka

an tn-

she shed tears, =nd

and I,” and “the dariing?”;

she was sorry for them and

used to lend them small sums
of money, and if they deceived
her, she used to shed a few
tears in privale, but did not
somwplain to h-r hu. band.
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ey took the fhgatfe
town for the whole
.”a'l::(d let it for short
f'dga Little Russian eom-
to a conjurer, or to a
ramatie society. Olenka
touter, and was always
g with satisfaction,
Kukin grew th nner and
r, and continually com
ed of their terrible losses,
ough he had not done bad-
the winter. He used to
at night, and she u-ed
ve him hot raspberry tea
ime-flower water, to rub
vith edu-de-Colog:ie and
ap him in her warm
e :
u’re such a sweet pet!”
1sed to say with perfect
"ity,v stroking his hair.
such a pretty dear!”
s Lent he went to
- to collect a new trou
b =nd i ibontdim she could

i

r window, looking at the

sleep, but sat all night
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: otart, ami s“he com
self with the hens,, who are
_awake all mg}x’f and uneasy
when the cock is not in the
hen-house. Kukin was detained
. in Moscow, and wrote that he
would back at Easter, adding
some instructions about the
. Tivoli. But on the Sunday be-
for. Easler, late in the even-
ing, came a sudden ominous
knock at the gate; some one
was hammering on the gate as
though om a barrel —boom,
boom, boom! The drOWSy cook
went flopping with her bare
feet through the puddles, as
she ran to open the gate.

“Please open,” said some one
outside in a thick bass. “There
is a telegram for you.”’

Olenka had received fele
grams from her husband before,
but this time for some reason
she felt numb with terror.
With shaking hands sheopened
the telegram and read as foll-
ows:

“Ivan Petrovitch died sud-

NS TETTREY
B A 15 00 5
1 55 01 4 S
R B 6 4 R

BB ,K DR T, % -
A B 0 P8 F A B AT
S 1 58 K R — B “
AL AR 00 K
T 2 B, 9 7 K B
% AP, |

P o B9 A B 4R
FrH|M. SZfH— #
.J -

ﬁﬂmﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁf

7 L, 9% B #% HE (BRI 32




legra:r — “fufufieral,”
the utterly incomprehen-
'ord “immate.’” It was
by the stage mana_er
e operatic company. :
s'darling 1” sobbed O'enkd.
tehka, my precious, my
ydld I ever meet
Why .‘dl(l I know you
you! Your poor
_broken Olenka
e without you!”’
ukin’s funeral took place
day in Moscow, Olenka
d home on Wednesday,
s soon as she ¢ ot indoors
ew herse f on her bed
obbed so lordly that it
‘be heard next door, and
eet,

is all

arling!” the neigh
id, as they er.ssed
0 ‘f.éga Semyonov
- poor darling! Fow she

as how it was written
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 was coming home from mass,
me’ancholy and in deep mourn
ing.
‘of her neighbours, Vassily
Andreiteh Pustevalov, refurn-
ing nome from church, walked
back beside her. He was the

manager at Babékayev’s tﬁe.

. timber merchant’s. He wore
a straw hat, a white waistcoat,
““and a gold watch-chain, and

looked more like a country

gentleman than a man in trade.
; “Lyverything happens as it
18 ord.ained, Olga Semyono-
vna,” he said gravely, with
.a sympathetic note in his
* yoice; “and if any of our dear
- ones die, it must be beciuse
it is the will of God, o we
~ought -to have tortltude and
" bear it submissively,” '
After seeing Olenka to her
gate, he said good bye and
went on. All day afterwards
she heard his ‘edately dignifi-
-ed vou‘e, and Whenever she
- -ghut her eves she saw his dark

It happened that one.
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ntly she had made
ion on him ton, for

h whom she was only
acquail ted, came to
ﬂ’ey with her, and :s
e was seated at table
o talk about Pustovaloy,
that he was an excel-
an whom one could
aghly depend upon, and
“girl would be glad
him, Three da)ls later
fov came himself. He

minutes, and he did not
uch, but when bLe left,

loved him — Joved him
L h that she lay
ight in a perfect fever,

awake

afterwards an e derh ,

stay long, only about -
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' out on bus'ness,
~ took his place, and sat in the
office till eveiing, making up

accounts and book ng orders.
“Timber gets dearer every
year; the price rises twenty
per ceut,” she would say to her
custoniers and friends. Only
fancy we uscd to sell local
{im’ er, and row Vassiichka
always has to go for wood to
the Mogilev district. And thre
freight!” she would add. eover-
ing her ehezks with her hands

in horror. “The freight!”

It seemed to her that she

had been in'the timt er tradq' E

ior ages and ages, and that

the most importcnt ard nece:
- ssary thing in life was timber;

and there was something in-

tima‘e and touehing to her in

the very sound of words such
‘lavlk,” “gost,” “beam,”
“pole,” “:eantling,” “batten,”
“lath,” “plank,” ete.

At night when she was asleep
che dr-amedof perfeet momni-

as

tﬁﬁil"e Olenka -
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somewhere far
e dreamed that a
giment of six-inch
orty feet high, stand-
‘end, was marching upon
imber-yard; that logs,
- and boards knocked
or with the resounding
;ilf dry wood, kept fall-
a. g\att'i"'ﬁg up again, pil-
elves on each other.

ovalov said to her
Iy : “Olenka, what’s the
~ darling? Cross your-

sband’s 1deas were
ex_thought the room

‘hot, or that business

asband did not
tainments, and

r. “You should go

4 EWagons, cart-

ied out in her sleep,

she thought the
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‘the .circﬁs#".

“Vassitchka and I have mo
t'me to go to theati:es,” she
would answer sedately. “We
have no time for nonsense.
What’s the use of these thea-
tres?f’

On Saturdays Pustovalov
and she used to g:o to the even-
ing service; on holidays fto
early mass, and they walked
side by side with softened
faces as they came home from
church, There was a pleasant
fragrance about then both,
and her silk dress rustled
agreeably. Athome they drank
tea, with fancy bread and jams
of various kinds, and after-
wards they ate pie. Every day

savoury smell of beet-root
soup and of mutton or duck
in their yard, and on fast-days
of fish, and no one could pass
the gate without feeling hun-

gry. In the office the samovar

was always boiling, and custo-
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at twelve o’clock there was a

KERBRE)
0 4 R 4
BB L OMR B
MBEE, RMARA
Mok, B
BE JH we? J 5
BT RN A%

g 5 OB T

A

i L0 0 B
I 5 64 0 AR 9

EHE PR EAE A
B4 — TR 1R 0
B AR L

W, 9R B T VE A R 0 B
X+ = B 5 15 2 A0
BE — A 8
f 7 ok, 2 38 P 0O,
Wy A — B



“we have nothing to
n  of, thank God.”
sed to say to her
nces. “I wish e:very
e  as

£ stox;alov went away
ood in the Mogilev

she him
¥ Jay and
young veterinary
in the army, called
to whom they had
: odge,

missed

awake

‘ me in in the cven-
_ ed to talk to her
cards with her, and
rtained her in ber
absence. She was

“interested in what
f his home life,

she had becn

will off as

used sonie-
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