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Abstract

Encouraging migrant workers to return hometown for starting a
business is not only a mobility of individuals or families, but also
increases employment opportunities in transferring the rural surplus
labor force, bringing flows of capital, technology, information and
values from urban to rural areas and promoting the development of
rural social forces. Therefore, supporting migrant workers return
home for entrepreneurship is a concrete practice and a starting point
of overall urban and rural development. Since this is important to
rural economic, social development and the integration of urban and
rural areas, and is helpful for innovation and development of
“ migration” theory as well as theoretical construction of Chinese
urban and rural areas development, a systematic study is significant
practically and theoretically.

This book analyzes goal, concept, core strategy and implement
path of the overall development of urban and rural areas, presenting
a theoretical framework. Based on that, the book discusses about the
relation between overall development of urban and rural areas and
home business by returning —home migrant workers, clarifying the
key point of current empirical study upon this group.

Subsequently, based on a survey of 10 provinces with large
amount output of workforce, the author, combining theoretical research
of venture, analyzes the migrant workers’ ability and willingness to
start a business, delves into the economic and social life, ideoclogical

status and entrepreneurial will of migrant workers who are the (pote—
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ntial) main body of venture, and investigates into their ownership of
resources required and key factors which may affect their
entrepreneurial intention. On this basis, the author, using a large
number of field interviews, examines the process of business
practices of returning—home migrant workers and the implementation
of supporting policies, analyzes the existing problems and causes and
then forms the following major findings and views:

First, returning —home migrant workers are in a relatively
vulnerable position in capital, technology, information and other
resources on venture, and because of a lack of knowledge, ability
and entrepreneurial required “ rational” , their entrepreneurship is
generally in a lower level. Meanwhile, internal differentiation within
migrant workers is increasing, with some people who have
accumulated a certain amount of technology, capital, information and
social network, acquiring “toughness” required in entrepreneurship
through a bottom and marginal social life experience.

Second, compared to their relatively weaker entrepreneurial
ability, home —returning migrant workers have a much stronger
willingness towards entrepreneurship, especially those workers with
younger age, higher level of modernity and spouses. Meanwhile,
migrant workers who consider themselves in a lower socio—economic
status have higher willingness towards venture than those individuals
who consider themselves at a relatively higher level of economic
status. Also, there is no significant relation between entrepreneurial
willingness of migrant workers’ and supports of local government
policies, indicating these policies’ contribution is rather limited as
an exogenous variable.

Third, migrant workers’ entrepreneurial practice share certain
features in common. From the perspective of motivation, most migrant
workers start a business in order to survive, while the amount of
opportunity entrepreneurship is also increasing. From the perspective

of path, most entrepreneurships are experience —based and migrant
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workers’ overall awareness and capacity of mastering capital and
policy are relatively weak. From the perspective of industry,
planting, aquaculture, auxiliary manufacturing and consumer services
are the main fields of the home-returning business. Besides, migrant
workers who really start a business and those who have a strong
entrepreneurial willingness have a consistency in characteristics.
However, those who gain a success, especially in an opportunity
entrepreneurship, are more likely to be those with an elder age, a
more stable marriage and a higher level of citizenization. In
addition, far from relying on teamwork or collaboration, a
significant feature of home —returning business is hotshots —oriented
and even authoritarian.

Fourth, overall urban and rural development has both promotional
and crowing —out effects upon home —returning business of migrant
workers. On one hand, through the overall urban and rural
development, investment in basic industries and infrastructure has
been increasing rapidly in Central and Western China, optimizing
local entrepreneurial environment and attracting migrant worker
entrepreneurs by emotional value and social network. Also, during
the financial crisis which created an “ adjustment period” , more
entrepreneurs started to concern the improvement of entrepreneurial
environment in Central and Western China and became more rational
in location selection, thus promoting a lot to migrant workers’
returning —home business. On the other hand, in the overall urban
and rural development, a government—supported massive capital inflow
towards rural area is actually squeezing the space and resources
needed in migrant workers’ entrepreneurship.

Fifth, complex reasons lead to the ineffectiveness of supporting
policies ( though seemingly comprehensive) for migrant workers’
entrepreneurship. Supporting policies such as entrepreneurship train -
ing, tax privilege and preferential loan usually go beyond the actual

needs of migrant workers’ entrepreneurship and, due to certain



