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ABSTRACT

The verseGongcei dated back to the Psalm combination, which was
created by Wang Jian, a poet in Tang Dynasty. Through the continuous
simulation and development in the Five Dynasties, the Song Dynasty,
and the Yuan Dynasty, it was fully developed in the Ming and Qing
Dynasties. As the last two unified dynasties of the feudal society, the
Ming and Qing Dynasties had long and successively entrenched in the
Forbidden City for more than 500 years, which objectively provided an
excellent humanistic environment for Gongei. A great number of reasons
have helped to spur the dramatic growth of authors and works in that
period. Without doubt, that was also the result of the accumulation of
literature and evolution of the style itself in those dynasties. A
conclusion can be made by analyzing the features of those poets, : on
one hand, the hierarchy of poets moved down, from a monarch or a
queen to a royal family member, from imperial concubines or female
officers to poets or official historians, even to general literary men. That
is to say, not only people living in palaces but also outsiders could
write Gongci. This led to the disdain and blame from the authors
insides on those outsiders. No matter what background or purpose did
those poets have, it was a great contribution to the creation of
Gongci. Due to the repeat occurrence of such cultural persecution as
literary inquisition in the two dynasties, and the fact that Gongeci
focused on Palace secrets, part of the creators were so in fear of the

scourge that most of them turned to focus on writing Gongci for previous
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dynasties , and even on the collating and inscribing of the previous
collected works. Meanwhile, prefaces and postscripts were written to
comment on and summarize the previous authors, relevant theories,
and Gongci itself. The awareness of satire and the tradition of literary
excellence existing in the Gongei written in the past dynasties
characterized the Gongei a compound blend of history, poetry,
comments. What is more, because Gongci originated from knowledge in
the palace, and based on the history records — even it was generalized
by the authors — it contained the significance and values of epics, the
history of poetry, and historical reference. All of these showed the the
concepts of creation and the evolution of Gongci. Content analysis
reveal that there has been a considerable number of works about the
palace life, entertainment, local customs , antiques, decrees,
regulations , rituals, mainly based on the complaints from the
palace. By delving Gongeci, one may know the life conditions and
mental state of the Royal Palace, as well as the royal features of the
recreation cultures, the solar terms and festivals, and the customs and
cultures particular to the palace. Apart from that, the interpretation
may reflect the adjustment and digestion of the culture impacted by the

gradual involvement of the western culture in the Forbidden City.

Keywords: Ming and Qing Dynasties; GongCi; Palace;

Culture
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