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Preface

Ink stone, one of the four treasures of the study, was first used by craftsmen painting the
colored pottery wares rather than those men of letters. Archeological discoveries show that the
craftsmen used finely chipped and polished stone plates and stone sticks to grind the red or black
pigments and then painted the pottery pieces colorful. Those stone plates, the earliest ink stones
in history, are the most endurable among the four treasures of the study, bearing witness to the
Chinese civilization. When writing brushes began to take the place of sealed or copper-cast
characters, the ink stones, due to their “accompaniment with ink and freedom to express ideas”, are
renowned as Ji Mo Hou, becoming the life-long close friends to the men of letters. The ink stones,
changing and developing with the passage of times, are characterized as a cultural phenomenon.

With the close accompaniment of ink stones day and night, the men of letters recalled
memories of the past; therefore, there left behind many poems eulogizing the ink stones, in
particular, by those men of letters in the Wei and Jin Dynasties, not only showing their complex,
but giving us plenty of historical materials. Those men of letters (including those officials
promoted either for their talent or through imperial examinations) constitute the biggest group of
consumers. Their appreciation of the quality and forms of ink stones, having a direct impact on the
development and aesthetics of the ink stones, were the precious materials for the later generations
to draw reference from. The ink stones, usually the objects on the desks of the men of letters,
should be appropriate, pleasing to eyes and inspirational; therefore, having high expectations of the
quality and formof the ink stones, the men of letters had unique requirements of the cut and polish
of the ink stones and expressed their sentiments through ink stones, e.g. the Kuo Nang ink stones of
the Northern Song Dynasty reflecting their philosophy of life and the Twin Peach Pool ink stones
bearing witness to history. In addition, some ink stones, carrying the carved patterns, inscriptions
and relevant records and years, are invaluable objects for studying the history. The ink stones, with
an integration of natural physical beauty due to different stones and textures and artificial artistic
beauty due to various carved shapes, make up the profound ink stone culture with unique Oriental
characters, expressing the thoughts, feelings and philosophy of life of the men of letters throughout
ages.

Mr. Fang Xiaoming, owner of Hall of Ancient Yue, shows special preference to antiques,
in particular to ancient ink stones. He owns more than 600 ink stones of different shapes and
materials made from the Han Dynasty to the Republic of China. His collection of the ink stones,
especially those of the Song Dynasty’s, ranks top in the collection circle for the beautiful shapes
and superior quality. Over 150 ink stones are selected into the book: Ink Stones in Thousands
of Postures, demonstrating the multifarious ancient ink stone culture to satisfy the collectors
of ink stones. An exhibition of the same name will be held in Hall of Gems, Gushan Branch,
Zhejiang Provincial Museum at the end of October, which is the ninth “Exhibition of Zhejiang
Folk Collection Gems Entering Museums”, not only showing the expertise and profundity of folk
collections, but enriching the display of museums. I am convinced it will be popular among the
general public.

Chen Hao
Curator of Zhejiang Provincial Museum
August, 2013
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