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Abstract

Abstract

Realism’s being slighted is closely related to the challenges
from Modern, Postmodern Realism and cultural research in the
contemporary academic background, which forms a significant
contrast against the joylul occasions in which Realism creation and
literature criticism received in the past. Nevertheless, as a basic
literature creation method, principle and style, Realism cannot
fall into oblivion. Instead, it will develop into a specific explana-
tion function by absorbing new elements incessantly in the evolu-
tion of times and social development. The spirit of Enlightenment
and Realism has formed a certain kind of special relationship
bonded by philosophy and literature in a specific condition. This
relationship lies in the fact that Enlightenment is embedded into
Realism and Realism into enlightenment, and they both are the
perspective ol each other. In the past literature research, the rela-
tionship between Enlightenment spirit and Realism has not a-
roused sufficient attention and systematic discussion {rom people.
This dissertation discusses this issue in a gréat detail for two pur-
poses. One is to strengthen the awareness of the problem of the
fundamental theory ol literature and art. The second is to embody
creation by striving to open up a new view of research.

The preface analyzes two parts: the background and the pre-
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requisite conditions in discussing Realism as well as the construc-
tion of the relations between Enlightenment spirit and Realism.
Due to the challenges to Realism brought by modernism. post-
modern, irrationalism, Realism has become marginalized. But it
doesn’t mean that Realism has lost its significances and values,
On the contrary, it conceives the possibilities and opportunities of
creation. In the meantime, the building of contemporary social
culture has proposed some realistic needs for returning to Real-
ism. The relationship between Enlightenment spirit and Realism
is linked by social reasons and affinity to people as the medium,
Apart from discussing the relationship between Enlightenment
context and Realism, the second chapter has also analyzed some
specific conditions needed for Realism and Enlightenment spirit to
infiltrate and influence each other., In the Enlightenment back-
grounds, rationality, classical literature and literature forms all
have an impact on the development of Enlightenment spirit and
Realism. By analyzing why Realism and Romanticism have differ-
ent connections with Realism and whether there exist conditions
for Enlightenment in Realism and naturalism, the second chapter
discloses that the connections of Enlightenment with Realism are
based on specific conditions and in special ways. By citing the ex-
amples of Diderot and Lessing’s citizen plays, the third chapter
discusses the relations between citizen play and the realistic En-
lightenment spirit. Not only does Citizen play promote realistic
Enlightenment spirit in the course of fighting against classics, it
also plays an important role in arousing nationality consciousness,
nationality recognition and building nationality culture. Chapter
Four studies how the 19th century Russian literature made a close

connection between literature and Enlightenment spirit by relating
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Realism in Russian lierature to literature criticism written by Be-
linsky, Chernyshevsky and Dobrolyuboy. In this chapter, the sit-
uation of the 19th century Russian literature and the full display
of realist literature are the context to discuss Enlightenment spirit
and Realism while Belinsky, Chernyshevsky and Dobrolyuboy’s
literature criticism works are the key points. In literature criti-
cism, nationality, alfinity to people and literature forms and char-
acteristics are the special language to embody Realism in Enlight-
enment spirit, In the Fifth chapter, Lukacs questioned the mo-
dernity of Enlightenment against the background of modernity
and also criticized Frankfurt school’s thought to reconstruct en-
lightenment, Lukacs argued that the replacement of Tool reason
by humanitarian reason and the intrinsic relations between hu-
manitarian and Realism were the indications of Realism in En-
lightenment spirit, based on which Lukacs introduced the great
Realism theory. In the process of debating and spreading, it has
produced significant influence. The last chapter illustrates the
two experiences of Enlightenment spirit and Realism in our coun-
try which took culture as premise. In that special era and cultural
context, Realism became the leading approach in people’s cultural
choice with infiltration of Enlightenment spirit. During the May
Fourth Period, the Realism Enlightenment spirit embodied itself
as “For Life”. In the new period, it embodied itself as a retro-
spection and rellection on human nature and humanism. In the
meantime, under the influence of contemporary cultural choice,
the relationship between Enlightenment spirit and Realism litera-
ture and its features has undergone a process of evolution and re-
construction.

This dissertation reveals how Enlightenment spirit and Real-
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ism have developed into their specific relations and a language for-
mulation with their relation as an intrinsic logical clue. At the
same time, multi methodologies are adopted to combine view-
points with materials, contents with forms, the whole structure
with individual chapters so as to make the core viewpoints of this

dissertation and its framework an integrated whole.

Key words: Enlightenment spirit; Realism; discourse; [orm
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