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Mr Phileas Fogg lived, in 1872, at No. 7, Saville Row, Burlington Gardens, the
house in which Sheridan died in 1816. He was one of the most noticeable members of
the Reform Club, though he seemed always to aveid attracting attention.

Certainly an Englishman, it was more doubtful whether Phileas Fogg was a Lon-
doner.

At exactly half past eleven Mr Fogg would, according to his daily habit, quit Sav—
ille Row, and repair to the Reform.

A rap at this moment sounded on the door of the apartment, and James Forster,
the dismissed servant, appeared.

‘The new servant, said he.

A young man of thirty advanced and bowed.

“You are a Frenchman, I believe,  asked Phileas Fogg, ‘and your name is John?’
‘Jean Passepartout, replied the newcomer.

‘Passepartout suits me, responded Mr Fogg. ‘You know my conditions?’

"Yes, monsieur.’

"Good. What time is it?’

"Twenty—two minutes after eleven,” returned Passepartout, drawing an enormous
silver watch from the depths of his pocket.

“You are too slow,” said Mr Fogg.

"Pardon me, monsieur, it is impossible—"

"You are four minutes slow. No matter; it's enough to mention the error. Now from
this moment, twenty —nine minutes after eleven, a.m., this Wednesday, October 2nd,
you are in my service.

Phileas Fogg got up, took his hat in his left hand, put it on his head with an au-

tomatic motion, and went off without a word.
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During his brief interview with Mr Fogg, Passepartout had been carefully
observing him. He appeared to be a man about forty years of age, with fine, handsome
features, and a tall, well-shaped figure; his hair and whiskers were light, his forehead
compact and unwrinkled, his face rather pale, his teeth magnificent. His countenance

‘

possessed in the highest degree what physiognomists call ‘repose in action’. Calm and
phlegmatic, with a clear eye, Mr Fogg seemed a perfect type of that English composure.

He was so exact that he was never in a hurry, was always ready, and was econom-
ical alike of his steps and his motions. He never took one step too many, and always
went to his destination by the shortest cut; he made no superfluousgestures, and was
never seen to be moved or agitated. He was the most deliberate person in the world,
yet always reached his destination at the exact moment.

As for Passepartout, he was a true Parisian of Paris. Since he had abandoned his
own country for England, taking service as a valet, he had in vain searched for a mas-
ter after his own heart.

Passepartout was an honest fellow, with a pleasant face, lips a trifle protruding,

soft—-mannered and serviceable. His eyes were blue, his complexion rubicund, his fig-

ure almost portly and well —built, his body muscular. His brown hair was somewhat

tumbled.
He suddenly observed, hung over the clock, a card which, upon inspection,
proved to be a programme of the daily routine of the house. It comprised all that was

required of the servant, from eight in the morning, exactly at which hour Phileas Fogg

rose, till half past eleven, when he left the house for the Reform Club, —all the details
of service, the tea and toast at twenty—three minutes past eight, the shaving—water at
thirty—seven minutes past nine, and the toilet at twenty minutes before ten. Everything
was regulated and foreseen that was to be done from half past eleven a.m. till midnight.
Mr Fogg's wardrobe was amply supplied and in the best taste. Each pair of
trousers, coat, and vest bore a number, indicating the time of year and season at which
they were in turn to be laid out for wearing; and the same system was applied to the

master's shoes.
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Phileas Fogg, having shut the door of his house at half past eleven, and having

put his right foot before his left five hundred and seventy—five times, and his left foot

before his right five hundred and seventy—six times, reached the Reform Club, an im-
posing edifice in Pall Mall, which could not have cost less than three millions.

He repaired at once to the dining room, the nine windows of which open upon a
tasteful garden, where the trees were already gilded with an autumn colouring; and

took his place at the habitual table.

He rose at thirteen minutes to one, and directed his steps towards the large hall, a

sumptuous apartment adorned with lavishly—framed paintings. A flunkey handed him
a Times. The perusal of this paper absorbed Phileas Fogg until a quarter before four,
whilst the Standard, his next task, occupied him till the dinner hour.

Mr Fogg reappeared in the reading room and sat down to the Daily Telegraph at
twenty minutes before six.

Half an hour later several members of the Reform came in and drew up to the
fireplace. They were Mr Fogg's usual partners at whist: Andrew Stuart, an engineer;
John Sullivan and Samuel Fallentin, bankers; Thomas Flanagan, a brewer; and
Gauthier Ralph, one of the Directors of the Bank of England; all rich and highly
respectable personages.

‘Well, Ralph,’ said Thomas Flanagan, ‘what about that robbery?’

"Oh,’ replied Stuart. ‘the bank will lose the money.’

The affair which formed its subject, and which was town talk, had occurred three

days before at the Bank of England. A package of banknotes, to the value of fifty—five

thousand pounds, had been taken from the principal cashier's table, that functionary

being at the moment engaged in registering the receipt of three shillings and sixpence.
Of course he could not have his eyes everywhere. The Bank of England reposes a
touching confidence in the honesty of the public. There are neither guards nor gratings
to protect its treasures; gold, silver, banknotes are freely exposed, at the mercy of the
first comer. A keen observer of English customs relates that, being in one of the rooms
of the Bank one day, he had the curiosity to examine a gold ingot weighing some seven

or eight pounds. He took it up, scrutinized it, passed it to his neighbour, he 1o the next
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