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Text A Foreign Prisoners
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When it comes to the term of foreign prisoners, there are a variety of
meanings. Basically, it refers to a prisoner who has a foreign nation-
ality. However, it also means “ foreign-born prisoner” or “ foreign
detainee” . Among all countries, it is not rare that a number of foreign
prisoners are in correctional institutions. A research has shown that the
number of foreign prisoners seems to increase gradually. In addition,
according to the statistic data, Malaysia is the nation which has the
highest proportion of foreigners in its prison, and the report indicates that
21% of the total inmates are foreign prisoners. Although there have many
classifications about foreign prisoners, the most prevailing one is that
offenders with the particular purpose of violating the law, are migrating
from one country to another. As to the type of offence, it is obvious that
drug-abuse is increasing rapidly. With regard to nationality, larceny is
the most frequent crime committed by foreigners in Japan. While, in Sri
Lanka, the most typical crime is child-abuse. As for Thailand, numerous
offenders have being committed to drug-related crime, especially the
drug-trafficking.

Stepping on a completely different land, foreigners usually have to
adapt themselves to many difficulties, especially when they are not
familiar with the local language. The trouble of communication causes
more frustration, anxiety and pressure. It is found that most foreigners
have problems to communicate with officers in prison. Therefore,
foreigners need more time to accustom themselves to the rules and
disciplines in prison. Gradually, these prisoners become estranged from
others and they resort to filing objections to authorities to express their

dissatisfaction in prison. As long as they enter prison, it becomes important



&E—Z Prisoners JE30 5

that all kinds of information are available to the inmates. Translating what
these prisoners perceive in prison such as rules and tasks into their mother
language will be helpful for communication. Unlike native prisoners,
foreigners may encounter other issues during the prison life. First, they
have special life style which is totally different from local inmates such as
culture, food, and religion. With the goal of effective treatment,
particular and necessary facilities have to be available to satisfy the need
of religious practice, food limitation and health care. Second, it is not
easy to acquire information for foreign prisoners because criminal justice
agencies are different from their own countries. Therefore, it leads to be
risky for them to protect their basic rights, such as the possibility of
parole. In the light of this, it gets hard for officers to apply treatment
programs in an effective way. Only under that condition can they obtain
the sufficient information, the rehabilitative and custodial measurement
can be arranged for inmates. Lastly, the foreign prisoners have no way to
get legal aid and are short of legal information. Another phenomenon is
that most of them seldom have family or friends visits and have no
opportunity to contact with the outside world. Once they receive visits, it
is possible that diplomatic representatives can ensure their basic human
rights. It is a great advantage to assist foreigners by their embassies,
because this assistance is extended by their compatriots and has
connection with their own countries.

It is quite apparent that the review and improvement of procedures
and policies are necessary for all countries. These are not only relative to
justice and security of foreigners but important for treatment programs of

correctional institutions. Estranged from mother countries, foreign
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prisoners sometimes inevitably fall into trouble and frustration. Further,
for individual circumstances, the specific problem also varies constantly
in prison. If the officer does not take care of these problems, foreigners
must suffer from serious damage both physically and psychologically. In
regard to supervision, care, custody, providing specific help for various

needs of foreign prisoners is an effective measurement.
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Exercise

I . Questions:

1. What is the definition of foreign prisoners?

2. Please describe the difficulties that foreign prisoners face.

3. What do you think is the best way to solve the problems of foreign
prisoners?

4. What are the reasons causing the difficulties?

5. How important is the procedure in this process?

[I. Translation:

1. When it comes to the term of foreign prisoner, there are a variety
of meanings. Basically, it refers to a prisoner who has a foreign
nationality. However, it also means “foreign-born prisoner” or “foreign
detainee” . Among all countries, it is not rare that a number of foreign
prisoner are in correctional institutions.

2. Stepping on a completely different land, foreigners usually have
to adapt themselves to many difficulties, especially when they are not
familiar with the local language.

3. Translating what these prisoners perceive in prison such as rules
and tasks into their mother language will be helpful for communication.

4. With the goal of effective treatment, particular and necessary
facilities have to be available to satisfy the need of religious practice,
food limitation and health care. Second, it is not easy to acquire
information for foreign prisoners because criminal justice agencies are
different from their own countries.

5. Another phenomenon is that most of them seldom have family or
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friends visits and have no opportunity to contact with the outside
world. Once they receive visits, it is possible that diplomatic repres-
entatives can ensure their basic human rights.

6. FEICHMEAEFE MR b BR TR BRI B Z S, b8 1
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MEE, GEEREFEFES —ERMBBRIEM.

10. WHEBERIRM, WARET ERIRCRIF B A AT R R
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. Matching;
criminal prison guard
jail carry out
correct conditional release
jailer offender
cell ward
execute prison
release on parole commute a sentence

reduce a penalty adjust
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Text B The Foundations of Prisoners’ Rights

New Words

confer v. L

participate in Zfjll; &5

grant v. ¥ ; [FE; KA

manipulate v. #/E, #H

maintenance n. {ffF; 4E$H

petition n. FFE; #rok; [&] IRk
applicable adj. i& 1) applicable to i& ] F

surveillance n. W5

© P N Y AW =

. guarantee n. fRiE
10. supreme court H /5P
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In the United States, there are four foundations to uphold the rights
of people who are in correctional institutions. As follows, (1) the U.S.
Constitution (2) the constitution of the state (3 ) state statutes and
regulations (4 ) federal statutes and regulations. In fact, most rights
during the correctional process are listed by the U. S. Constitu-
tion. Although state constitutions is as powerful as the U. S. Constitution,
they confer different rights. In addition, legislatures also participate into
granting rights to inmates and to manipulating corrections departments to
apply these rules which can protect inmates. The decision of federal
statutes, of course, is valid in federal correctional institutions.

The Constitution of the United States

When people are convicted of a crime and sentenced to prison, the
constitutional rights of these people in U.S. | to a certain degree, are
not deprived completely. But, sometimes, the courts have stressed that
some rights are limited when restrictions are relative to relevant of
legitimate government. Three specific interests have been emphasized by
courts: (1) rehabilitation of inmates (2) the maintenance of institutional
security (3) the maintenance of institutional order.

The order means rules in institutions; the security refers to the
control of inmates; the rehabilitation refers to programs necessary for the
health, the treatment of inmates.

State Constitutions

The courts of each state actually are accredited to announce
correctional conditions and practices in violation of the state and the
federal constitutions. But, many state prisoners are not willing to resort to

federal courts, in that they believe that courts of the states are more



