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Peace and Disarmament

Your Majesty, Your Royal Highnesses, Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is indeed a special privilege to have been distinguished with the Nobel Peace Prize
for 1982.

Such a high honor carries for me on this occasion particular significance both for the
exceptional qualities of the person with whom I share the prize - Alva Myrdal, my old
friend and partner of so many battles fought in the forums of multilateral diplomacy, which
have emphasized once again the identity of purpose of Mexico and Sweden in the fields of
peace and of disarmament - and for the reasons specifically mentioned by the members of
the Nobel Committee in their cxplanatory statement to the effect that they have decided to
award the Peace Prize for 1982 “to two persons who for many years have played a central
role in the United Nations’ disarmament negotiations™ and who have helped “to open the
eyes of the world to the threat mankind faces in continued nuclear armament”.

To correctly appraise that threat, it will suffice to recall that the United Nations



General Assembly unanimously declared in 1978, at its first special session devoted to
disarmament, that it is “the very survival of mankind” which finds itself threateneé by “the
existence of nuclear weapons and the continuing arms race”.

Similar reasons, no doubt, moved Albert Einstein and Bertrand Russell to state in their
historic Manifesto of 1955, speaking “not as members of this or that nation, continent, or
creed, but as human beings, members of the species Man, whose continued existence is in
doubt”, that we have “to learn to think in a new way”.

In fact, every time that in the past a new weapon was invented, people would say -
and, as is well known, Nobel himself originally shared this belief - that it was so terrible
that it would never be used. Nevertheless it was, and even though it was terrible, it did not
make the human race disappear. But, as so rightly stated by that eminent philosopher of
history who was Arnold Toynbee “now we have something that could really extinguish
life on our planet. Mankind has not found itself in a similar situation since the end of the
Paleolithic age... In fact, the threat to mankind’s survival has been much greater since 1945
than it was during the first million years of history”. There is no doubt that - and I again
use here the authoritative concepts of Einstein and Russell expressed almost thirty years
ago and which obviously are even more valid today - “it is feared that if many H-bombs
are used there will be universal death - sudden only for a minority, but for the majority a
slow torture of disease and disintegration".

The foregoing considerations, of unimpeachable authority, have led me to think
something which I would not dare mention. Had I not already received the Nobel Peace
Prize, inasmuch as otherwise I would risk being accused of acting pro domo or, in other
words, for personal reasons: the advisability that when awarding the prize in the future,
the highest priority should be given to the contribution which the candidates, be they
individuals or non-governmental organizations, have made to disarmament.

To justify this suggestion it would be enough to bear in mind that, as the General
Assembly of the United Nations rightfully proclaimed - and it did so by consensus -
if it continues to be true that security is “an inseparable element of peace”, at present
"the increase in weapons, especially nuclear weapons, far from helping to strengthen
international security, on the contrary weakens it", inasmuch as "the accumulation of
weapons, particularly nuclear weapons, today constitutes much more a threat than a
protection for the future of mankind". Thus, it is evident that the time has come "to seek

security in disarmament”.
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"The accumulation of weapons, particularly nuclear weapons, today
constitutes much more a threat than a protection for the future of mankind". Thus,
it is evident that the time has come "to seek security in disarmament”.
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Life Without Failure

Good evening.

Just moments ago, 1 spoke with George W. Bush and congratulated him on becoming
the 43rd president of the United States and I promised him that I wouldn’t call him back
this time.

[ offered to meet with him as soon as possible so that we can start to heal the divisions
of the campaign and the contest through which we just passed.

Almost a century and a half ago, Senator Stephen Douglas told Abraham Lincoln,
who had just defeated him for the presidency, “Partisan feeling must yield to patriotism, I'm
with you, Mr. president, and God bless you.”

Well, in that same spirit I say to President-elect Bush that what remains of partisan
rancor must now be put aside and may God bless his stewardship of this country.

Neither he nor I anticipated this long and difficult road. Certainly neither of us wanted

it to happen. Yet it came and now it has ended, resolved, as it must be resolved, through
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the honored institutions of our democracy.

Over the library of one of our great law schools is inscribed the motto, “not under man
but under god and law.” That’s the ruling principle of American freedom, the source of our
democratic liberties. I’ve tried to make it my guide throughout this contest as it has guided
America’s deliberations of all the complex issues of the past five weeks.

Now the U.S Supreme Court has spoken. Let there be no doubt. While I strongly
disagree with the court’s decision, I accept it. I accept the finality of this outcome which
will be ratified next Monday in the Electoral College. And tonight, for the sake of our unity
as a people and the strength of our democracy, I offer my concession.

I also accept my responsibility which I will discharge unconditionally to honor the
new president-elect and do everything possible to help him bring Americans together in
fulfillment of the great vision that our Declaration of Independence defines and that our
Constitution affirms and defends.

Let me say how grateful I am to all those who supported me and supported the
cause for which we have fought. Tipper and I feel a deep gratitude to Joe and Hadassah
Liebennan who brought passion and high purpose to our partnership and opened new doors
not just for our campaign but for our country.

This has been an extraordinary election. But in one of God’s unforeseen paths, this
belatedly broken impasse can point us all to a new common ground, for its very closeness
can serve to remind us that we are one people with a shared history and a shared destiny.

Indeed, that history gives us many examples of contests as hotly debated, as fiercely
fought, with their own challenges to the popular will.

Other disputes have dragged on for weeks before reaching resolution. And each time
both the victor and the vanquished have accepted the result peacefully and in the spirit of
reconciliation. So let it be with us. I know that many of my supporters are disappointed. I
am too. But our disappointment must be overcome by our love of country.

And 1 say to our fellow members of the world community, let no one see this contest
as a sign of American weakness. The strength of American democracy is shown most
clearly through the difficulties it can overcome.

Some have expressed concern that the unusual nature of this election might hamper
the next president in the conduct of his office. I do not believe it needs be so.

President-elect Bush inherits a nation whose citizens will be ready to assist him in the

. conduct of his large responsibilities.
; 1 pﬁomally will be at his disposal and I call on all Americans - I particularly urge all




when the stakes are high, we close ranks and come together when the contest is done.
And while there will be time enough to debate our continuing differences, now is the
time to recognize that that which unites us is greater than that which divides us.
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