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Father: Here you go, son. Show him how.

Villagers: Come on, Hamish!

Father: Come on, my boy. Ha ha ha ha! My boy!

William: That was a good throw.

Hamish: Aye. Aye, it was.

William: | was wondering if you could do that when it matters. As it... As it matters in battle. Could you crush
a man with that throw?

Hamish: | could crush you like a worm.

William: You could?

Hamish: Aye.

William: Well, then do it. Would you like to see him crush me like a worm?

Villagers: Aye.

William: Come do it.

Hamish: You'll move.
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William: | will not.

Hamish: Right.

Father: He'll move, Come on, Hamish.

Villagers: Well done!

Hamish: Ah!

Father: Fine display, young Wallace.

William: Are you all right? You look a wee bit
shaky.

Hamish: | should have remembered the rocks.

William: Aye. you should have. Get up, you big
heap. It's good to see you again.

Hamish: Aye. Welcome home. Oh, me head.

William: Oh, you should have moved.
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Murron: God, you certainly didn't leam any manners in your travels.
William: The French and Romans have far worse manners than |.
Murron: You've been to Rome? _

William: Aye. Argyle took me on a pilgrimage.
Murron: What was it like?

William: (Speaking French)

Murron: What does that mean?

William: Beautiful. But | belong here.
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MRS i —— &/ Scottish Highlands
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The sheer variety of interesting locations in the Highlands makes touring around worthwhile—
while the views and vistas on the way are a further bonus.

Some attractions reflect the wealth of the area’s heritage, from prehistoric ( 2 B #7 ) cairns ( &
HeLn 2T ) to stately homes and castles. Others are specific natural features, impressive on their own
account—for example, the Corrieshalloch Gorge ( & ) near Ullapool ( FI#i# ) or the Quirang on
Skye (H7#l% ). Then there are the wildlife attractions, which range from TV close-ups (45 ) of nesting
eagles to wildlife parks and rare breed farms. Whatever your preferences, variety is guaranteed.

You could say that the Highlands themselves were just one big natural attraction. Take the sheer
variety of mountain landscape as an example. You can soak up the atmosphere of Glencoe ( #&=5 ),
or take in the craggy ( % &2/ ) rock terraces of the Torridon hills ( #£ 2 & LBk ) or, say, the weird
mountain profiles of Inverpolly which lies in the Northwest Highlands Geopark ( BitEEAEAE —
and see all this without even leaving your car!

You can peer dizzyingly down and into the depths of the Corrieshalloch Gorge (from a nice safe
viewing' platform and bridge!), or admire the curious stack of the Old Man of Storr ( # A% ) beyond
Portree (452 ). You will need your walking boots for two of the spectacular waterfalls, the Falls of
Glomach in Kintail ( Zi%%LL ), and the Eas Coul Aulin by Kylesku (but there are lots more within a
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few moments of the road).

Clothing all this spectacular rock are other features worth getting to know. The pinewoods
of Speyside ( 8t {f 2 ), descendants of the ancient woodlands; the oakwoods on the way to
Ardnamurchan ( Bl & iX & #& ), Scotland’s own temperate rainforest; or the unique landscape of the
Flow Country of Caithness. All of these are magical places.

Then there is the coast. Dazzling beaches by Morar and the Moray Firth ( 8 2 & ), endless
sands by Nairn ( = #f ), Dornoch ( £ /Ri& 5 ), Thurso ( F & y—and special, secret coves along the
north coast to Durness ( 8 fEHT ) and beyond. The Clo Mor cliffs (also by Durness) are the highest in
mainland Britain, the Stacks of Duncansby ( 3B & /Lt #1574 & ) are another icon of the north.

History is all around in your travels in the Highlands. Unfathomably ( FR2#) ) ancient cairns like
Clava and Corrimony, and equally mysterious stone settings unique to Caithness ( 218 A#Ef ) and
Sutherland, are the earliest traces of man in the Highland landscapes. Then there are the brochs ( #
% #k #7 ), uniquely northern defensive round towers of which the well-preserved Glenelg Brochs are
especially worth seeking out. Next came the Picts, with Easter Ross a noted centre for Dark Ages
culture. This theme can be explored at places like the Tarbat Discovery Centre.

Later stone castles in the Highlands were usually in places of strategic importance. Urquhart
Castle ( [E= 45448 ) formerly guarded routes through the Great Glen from its Loch Ness location—
a story told in the wide-ranging modern visitor centre on the site. Scotland’s warlike-story lasted till the
mid-18th century when the Jacobites under Bonnie Prince Charlie were defeated on Culloden Moor.
Today, at this atmospheric place, the National Trust for Scotland's Visitor Centre tells the moving story.

The later Highland Clearances ( & i X i& P& ), the removal of the native peoples from their
traditional settlements also made their mark on the Highland landscapes. Some, like the Rossal
village site in Strathnaver can be explored on interpretative trails. Wherever you choose to visit in the
Highlands, the past is plainly in the landscape for all to read.




