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ABSTRACT

Law is indispensable in trade. That “reassuring the public and stabilizing
the country needs law first” is the guiding legislation principle for foreign trade
regulations in Tang Dynasty. The central authority of Tang Dynasty managed
trading activities on the silk road effectively, by formulating and enforcing
trade-relating laws, which are an indispensable constituent of the legal system
of Tang Dynasty. Therefore, the present research may contribute to the study on
the legal system of Tang Dynasty and the history of international trade laws, in
particular that of China’s foreign trade. Even today, Chinese still has large vol-
ume of frontier trade with neighboring countries in the West Asia and the Central
Asia. The research attempts to provide reference for China’s present policy —
making and legislation of frontier trade.

To probe into Tang Dynasty silk road trade regulations based on existing
conditions is a significant theoretical question for many disciplines, such as his-
tory, economic, sociology and legal science. The question is one awaiting fur-
ther studies. This research attempts to study, in a systematic manner, the main
legal system regulating Tang Dynasty silk road trades, from a angle combining
history and legal science. It analyzes its concrete forms, contents and character-
istics, as well as its reference values to contemporary China. The research,
mainly includes the preface, the main body and conclutions.

The preface mainly discusses the theoretical and practical significance of
the study on Tang Dyﬁasty silk road trade regulations, related domestic and for-
eign scholarships, research contents, research methods and innovative ideas. It

also defines some basic concepts. The second chapter is an introduction to Tang
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Dynasty silk road trade regulations, which are of distinct forms, contents and
features. As the regulation of trading activities on the silk road mainly rested on
the central authority of Tang Dynasty, a social, political, economic and cul-
tural overview of it would contribute to more accurate and deeper understandings
of the legal system. The third chapter studies the regulation of trading subjects,
in a series of Tang Dynasty silk road trade regulations. For instance, traders and
envoys are regulated by the systems of passports and “copper - fish tally” . Fa-
vourable conditions are created for trading activities on the silk road by building
new roads, erecting posts and managing passes. These rules are soft in sub-
stance. The fourth chapter studies the regulation of commodities and the market
in Tang Dynasty silk road trade. The Tang Dynasty enacted regulations on com-
modities and the exchange market. It adopted and maintained a currency system
and a standardized system of weight, and strengthened regulations on commodi-
ties. The legal system regarding commodity and market management for trading
activities on the silk road was apparently more developed than that in other
fields. The fifth chapter studies the regulation of trading activities, throughout
which much importance was attached by the Tang Dynasty. The laws laid down
regulations, in a very detailed manner, every procedure of trade and
tribute. Therefore, they are mainly procedural and emphasize on hierarchy of
social classes. Apart from direct management, the management of exchange ac-
tivities are also conducted by taxation. The sixth chapter is on the historic signif-
icance of Tang Dynasty silk road trade regulations and their reference values in
the contemporary world. The regulations are of significant historic position, not
only because it effectively regulated trading activities on the silk road, contribu-
ted to social stability, but also because they promoted economic development
and international cultural exchanges, producing a great impact on Japan and
Korea. There are some similarities and differences between Silk Road trade regu-
lations in Tang Dynasty and modern foreign trade law. Tang Dynasty silk road
trade regulations are of reference values to contemporary China in appropriate
management, strict legal liability, frontier trade legislation, etc. The last part

is conclusions and suggestions.
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Tang Dynasty silk road trade regulations were developed in order to effective-
ly manage the activities. they exerted significant economic functions. Moreover,
they exerted political and diplomatic functions. The enforcement contributed to so-
cial stability. Tang Dynasty silk road trade regulations produced a great impact on
the then society, and was modelled on by many States. Even today, they are of

important reference value to China’s development.
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