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Deep in the forest, under the curling roots of an old pine tree, was a
small house. Warm and dry in winter, cool and airy in summer, it was the
home of one of the forest people. He lived there with his wife and four

children; Tom, Harriet, Sam and Daisy.
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Wild strawberries and mushrooms grew by their door and they had
all the pots, pans, chairs, beds, tables, knives, forks and spoons they could
possibly need. Sheltered under the pine tree branches, they hardly felt
the autumn gales and if it rained, the children crept underneath a giant

toadstool to keep dry.



ooy =



® 008

DU %1k EARECE 208 L AUIE 1 4
REAAENGEDE TR, ATk, &
A1k —HE—BIAGh, BAHEATGRIUMLLIE
F1 A i

(EWNEZ S GR A IR (NEIP S| o 7aogt P LA ]
RN BT B “ Bk Ak, JIRLEAR Bt
FEAEABAT 2 L R bz

P B — AR SRR O Al B
AR T2 8IC H O IEfEB T Aliixk, T2
TR EENT. Z28E0F, EiloH
R, LN REICT BT f e HLZ5 W B
R — PR

All the children wore red-and-white spotted caps.
If strangers came into the forest, they curled up, still as
stone, for all the world like four red-and-white spotted
mushrooms.

But most of the time they were perfectly safe.
Then they played at hide-and-seek with the squirrels,
who lived upstairs in the tree.

Squirrels are scatty, thoughtless creatures and
sometimes they forgot what game they were playing
and then the children could catch them. Mostly, they
were kind-hearted and often they remembered to

bring Harriet a nut or two from their store.
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On summer evenings, the children went down to the pool to see their friends the frogs. Buffo, who was
big and fat and kind was especially fond of little Daisy and he would always listen to her troubles.

“Renata!” shouted Harriet. “Come and tell us how many insects you've caught.” Renata the bat
pretended to be very angry at being disturbed but secretly, she liked playing with the children. Sometimes

she would even give Harriet a ride, as long as she promised to hold on tight.
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Not everyone in the wood was friendly. Vara the
viper once lay in wait for the children as they played
under the pine tree. Their father saw him hiding
in the ferns and ran out in his thick, pinecone suit
with his birch-bark shield to fight the snake.

Tom, Harriet, Sam and Daisy watched and as
the battle went first this way, and then that; but at
last their father was so quick with his needle-sharp
spear that he pinned the viper to the ground.
Proudly, the four children picked up the dead
snake.

“Where shall we bury him?” they asked.
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Just as the children were wondering what to
do, an old hedgehog came shuffling up. “I'll take
that snake away,” he offered with a sly grin. He
scuttled off dragging it so fast that the children
forgot to ask him where he was going to bury it.

Then Tom and Sam cut hawthorn spears
of their own and poked them in the ants’ nest.
But the ants swarmed out to defend their home
and stung the boys until they cried. “Silly boys,”
said their mother, as she put dock leaf ointment
“Never hurt the creatures of the

on their stings.

forest, unless they mean you harm.”




