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Pronunciation and Intonation

Exercise 1: Listen to the five sentences and supply the missing word for each blank. Fill in each
blank with the plural form of a noun. g
1. The one hundred British living on these blocks have blogs. w_‘:j:w 7 i
2. Thousands of beauties from around the world have competed in the contests. : g
3. Governments should always keep an eye on budgets and investments.
4. The farmers trimmed the bushes before enjoying the dishes.
5. Patients suffering mental problems can’t tell myths and truths apart.

Notes:

In English, there are many rules for converting singular nouns to plurals just as there are many rules governing
the pronunciations of those plural forms. However, when dealing with regular plurals, such as those in this unit,
the rules governing pronunciations are fairly simple as the pronunciations are decided by the ending letter(s)
of each word. Generally speaking, if the “s™ follows a vowel or a voiced consonant, it is pronounced /z/ - days;
if the *'s” follows a voiceless consonant, it is pronounced /s/ - cups. When the “s” follows the letter “t”, the
two consonants are pronounced simultaneously /ts/ - hats; when the *s™ follows the letter “d” they too are
pronounced simultaneously /dz/- hands. For detailed rules, refer to the table below:

Ending Letter(s) Plural Fo Pronunciation

Exercise | mainly focuses on distinguishing between the following pronunciations of plural forms.

1. British /brit1f/ blocks /bloks/ blogs /b'lngz/
2. thousands /eavzndz/ beauties /bju:tiz/ contests /kontests/

3. governments /gavenmants/ budgets /badzrts/ investments /m'vestmants/

4. farmers /fa:maz/ bushes /buf1z/ dishes /'dxfz/ ‘

5. patients /'pex/ants/ myths /'mies/ truths /tru:es/

] iIstening Strategy

Exercise: You are going to hear five short conversations. After each conversation a question will
be asked about what you’ve heard. Choose the correct answers to the questions you hear.
1. A. Liu Xiang was terrible though he won first place.
B. He won first place although he hurt his ankle not long ago.
C. He attended the race despite his serious illness.
D. Though he did his best, he failed to win.
2. A. Einstein was great mainly because of his achievements in physics.
B. Einstein was not only idle but also honest.
C. Einstein was not only simple but also modest.
D. In addition to his achievements in physics, he is also admired for his characters.

Audio Seript:
1. W: Did you watch the 110-meter-hurdle race last night?
M: Yes. 1 did. Liu Xiang was terrific! Though just recovered from an ankle injury. he did his best and finally
won first place!
Q: What do we learn about Liu Xiang from the conversation?
2. M: Albert Einstein is the person | admire most due to his great achievements in physics.
W: Yes. We share the same idol. In addition, 1 admire his honesty, simplicity, as well as his modesty.
Q: What's the woman’s comment about Albert Einstein?

WV [ CR=FER AR LR 80 2) BESH BB



Notes:

1. Signal words are words that help the listener/reader follow the direction of a speaker’s/writer’s thought. They
are like signposts on the road that guide the traveler. In this unit, five types of commonly-used signal words
are used: parallel, additive, transformative, comparison and contrast, and cause and effect.

(1) Parallel signal words indicate a relationship of equality.
e.g. and, or, as well as, rather than, neither ... nor, both ... and, not only ... but also, etc.
(2) Additive signal words indicate a continuation of thought.
e.g. in addition to that, one more thing, besides, too, etc.
(3) Transformative signal words indicate an upcoming change of direction in lhought.
e.g. although, nevertheless, however, otherwise, while, but, despite, on the contrary, in spite of, yet,
whereas, conversely, etc.
(4) Comparison and contrast signal words indicate a similarity or difference.
e.g. similarly, in other words, on the other hand, likewise, in the same way, instead, in contrast, by comparison,
etc.
(5) Cause and effect signal words indicate a causal relationship between two events.
e.g. because, because of; for, as, due to, owing to, in that, now that, etc.
2. Liu Xiang A Chinese 110-meter hurdler. His 2004 Olympic gold medal was the first in a men’s track and
field event for China. He was the favorite to win gold in the 110-meter-hurdle at the Beijing Olympics, but he
had to withdraw from competition at the last moment.

Long Conversation

It Was Too Good to Be True

Exercise 1: Listen to the conversation and choose the best answer to each question you hear.
1. A. He is a book writer.
B. He is the host of the program, Books and Us.
C. He is a friend of Miss Rowling.
D. He is an actor in the film, Harry Potter.
Question: Who is the man?
2. A. She thought that it was really amazing.
B. She thought that people were crazy for buying the books.
C. She never expected the books to be so successful.
D. She didn’t think people really loved the books.
" Question: What did Miss Rowling think about the success of the Harry Potter series?

Exercise 2: Listen again and supply the missing information. Fill in each blank with no more than
four words.

1. Today, it’s my great pleasure to have Miss Rowling, the writer of the Harry Potter series, with us.

2. The Harry Potter books are now sold in over 200 countries and have been translated into more than sixty
languages.

Audio Script:
Host: Good morning, everyone. Welcome to Books and Us. I'm your host, Paul James. Today, it’s my
great pleasure to have Miss Rowling, the writer of the Harry Potter series, with us.
Host: Good morning, Miss Rowling.

Notes:

1. In English, there are different ways for expressing surprise such as “That’s incredible!” and “It’s too good

to be true.” There are basically two different ways to express surprise: using narrative statements with a hint

of exaggeration and using interjections/exclamatory sentences. For example, “I can’t believe my eyes.” is

a narrative statement that uses exaggeration to express surprise while “Wow! What a beautiful lake!™ is an
interjection combined with an exclamatory sentence that achieves the exact same goal.

2. Books and Us This is most likely the name of a radio/television program that interviews various celebrities in

front of a live, studio audience.

3. Miss Rowling Referring to Joanne “Jo” Rowling (pen name J. K. Rowling), who is a British novelist, best
known as the author of the Harry Potter fantasy series. The Harry Potter books have gained worldwide
attention, won muitiple awards, and were sold more than 400 million copies. They have become the best-
selling book series in history and have been the basis for a series of films which has become the highest-
grossing film series in history.
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Hua Tuo

Exercise 1: Listen to the passage and decide whether the following statements are true or false.
Put “T” for “True” and “F” for “False”.

1. (T) Hua Tuo was a well-known medical scientist in ancient China.

2. (T) Hua Tuo suggested that people exercise to cure diseases.

3. (F) Hua Tuo invented the play of five animals including the wolf, the monkey, and the bird.

4. (T) Hua Tuo believed that practicing the play of five animals can make people stay healthy.

5. (F) Hua Tuo said that the play of five animals would help people eat more but still keep fit.

g

Ju 1

Exercise 2: Listen again and supply the missing words for the following paragraph. Fill in each
blank with only one word.

He once told his students that moving incorrectly could harm the human body. When a person moves around his
blood will run more smoothly and no illness will appear. It’s just like the phrase “a well-oiled engine lasts longer.”

Audio Seript:

Hua Tuo was a famous Chinese medical scientist in the Han Dynasty. He recommended the use of exercise to
cure illness.

He once told his students that moving incorrectly could harm the human body. When a person moves around,
his blood will run more smoothly and no illness will appear. It’s just like the phrase “a well-oiled engine lasts
longer.”

Therefore, Hua Tuo invented the play of five animals: the tiger. the deer, the bear, the monkey, and the bird.
He believed that these five plays could serve as a means to get rid of disease and improve health. He said, “When
you feel ill, start doing the plays of the animal; your sweat will come out and you will feel light and easy and have
an appetite for food.”

Notes:
|. Hua Tuo An ancient Chinese physician who lived during the late Han Dynasty and Three Kingdoms era in
Chinese history. The Records of Three Kingdoms and Book of the Later Han record Hua as the first person
in China to use anesthesia during surgery. Hua Tuo developed the Play of Five Animals or Wugqinxi from
studying movements of the tiger, deer, bear, ape, and crane.
2. Han Dynasty The Chinese imperial period from 206 BC to 220 AD. The imperial government during this
period was founded by the rebel leader Liu Bang who was known as Emperor Gaozu of Han.
3. It’s just like the phrase “a well-oiled engine lasts longer.” An extended metaphor, the rhetorical device is
used to compare the human body to a mechanical engine, implying that good circulation is as important to
human function as an adequate supply of oil is to the moving parts of a machine.

'n l"u '"
e

Alternative Teaching Steps for Oral Practice:

. Assign students to work in groups of three.

2. Give each student a minute or two to share their volunteer experiences with the other members of his/her
group.

. You should require each group to keep record of each member’s volunteering experience on the Story Board
Worksheet (refer to Photocopiable Activity 2). Remind students that they should write down when and where
the volunteer experience occurred; remind them to explain what they did, who they helped and how they
helped. Tell them to be as specific as possible. - i
volunteer experience.

4. After students finish step 3, ask each group to exchange their Story Board-U

next to them.
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recorded on the Story Board Worksheet they just received. Each member should have a role in the finished
dialogue.

6. Encourage them to use the expressions and sentence structures learned in class during their dialogues.

7. Give the groups 15 minutes to prepare before selecting several of them to perform their dialogues in front of
the class.

8. As an extended activity, you may ask the original owner of each Story Board Worksheet to comment on the

related performance’s accuracy.
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Michael Jordan
Exercise: Listen to the passage and answer the questions with key words.

Audio Script:

At the age of 15, Michael Jordan wanted to play on his school basketball team, so he tried out. However, he
was only 5 feet 11 inches tall, a height less than the coaches were looking for in a player. It was one of the most
unforgettable moments of Michael’s life. He stared at the list of players’ names. He read and reread the J list
several times, feeling sure that his name had been mistakenly left out.

Later, he realized it was true. He wept. When he got home disappointed, his mother came to him and told him
that the best thing he could do was to improve himself.

Since that day, Michael dedicated himself to training and practicing. His coach was the first to notice that
change: “Usually 1 arrived at school between 7:00 a.m. and 7:30 a.m. Michael was there before me. Each time |
came in and opened the door, | heard the sound of a ball hitting the floor: in autumn, in winter, in summer. Almost
every morning I had to force him to leave.”

Notes:

1. Michael Jordan A former professional basketball player. Michael Jordan joined the NBA’s Chicago Bulls
in 1984 and quickly became a superstar. Considered by many to be the greatest basketball player of all-time,
he retired after fifteen seasons. During his career in basketball he won an NCAA collegiate championship,
six NBA championships, and two Olympic gold medals. He currently earns over $80,000,000.00 per year in
endorsements and business deals, most notably his endorsement of Nike 5 Air Jordan basketball shoe.

In-depth Reading

Introduction to the Author and the Passage:

This passage is adapted from two website articles: Steve Jobs: the Man Who Thought Differently. published
by The Guardian, and Steve Jobs: 3 Stories from His Life, published by The Indian Express. Karen Blumenthal,
the author of the bibliography Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Differently, is a critically acclaimed children’s
non-fiction writer and a long-time journalist for 7he Wall Street Journal. She once won a Jane Addams Children’s
Book Award.

This passage was chosen to force college students to understand who Steve Jobs really was, which events
shaped his life, and how he achieved his success. After reading the passage, students should be more curious
to learn about the roles celebrities play in the lives of the public and whether or not they provide appropriate
influence upon other members of society. ]

In terms of its writing style, this passage is a combination of argumentation and narration. The ruminations
about life conveyed in the three stories are rather thought-provoking. As for its structure, the passage can be
divided into two parts: a brief introduction to Jobs and the three stories he believed changed his life.

CR2EN FHBSELR B8R 2 ) BF 2% B M | vir



Language points:

1. The billionaire founder and leader of Apple Computer was more than just a businessman. (para. 1)
Paraphrasing: Although he was the CEO of Apple computers, he believed that his job was far greater than
simply designing, producing, and selling new products.

Instruction: “More than™ refers to being greater in number or volume relative to something else. Here is
another example:His violin had become more than a meal ticket. It had also become his escape from the
pressures of everyday life.

2. Though only fifty years old, the college dropout was a technology rock star, a living legend to millions of
people around the world. (para.1)

Instruction: “Rock star” is a metaphor used to reinforce the popularity of Steve Jobs. It implies that his game-

Suggested Teaching Steps:

1. Ask students to preview the passage before they come to class. You may require them to complete the two
exercises in the Comprehension of the Text section to ensure they have a general idea about the information
contained in the passage.

~ 2. When students come to class, make them work in groups of three or four. Give each student a Characterization
Worksheet (refer to Photocopiable Activity 1). .

3. Guide to extract information from the text and categorize it according to the eight features listed
‘acterization Worksheet. The students should transfer the information from the text into the column
ed From the Text. Several examples have been provided: Appearance, Family, and Opinions of Others;
however, you need to remind students that those features are not complete and more information can be
added. You may have the groups work collectively or tell the groups to distribute the tasks amongst its
members; for example, student A works on Personality and Family and student B works on Successes and
Failures. In this way, every student has to read through the passage more carefully.

4. Give students 10~15 minutes to complete the From the Text column of the Characterization Worksheet

Appendix II Reference Lesson Plan
Unit1 Steve Jobs: The Man Who Changed the World

Part I- Listening and Speaking ( 44 )

Pronunciation and Intonation: ( #1545 17 % ¥op % ¥ )
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Pronunciation and Intonation

Exercise 1: Listen to the five sentences and supply the missing word for each blank. Fill in each
blank with the plural form of a noun.

1. The one hundred British living on these blocks have blogs.

2. Thousands of beauties from around the world have competed in the contests.

3. Governments should always keep an eye on budgets and investments.

4. The farmers trimmed the bushes before enjoying the dishes.

5. Patients suffering mental problems can’t tell myths and truths apart.

Notes:

In English, there are many rules for converting singular nouns to plurals just as there are many rules governing
the pronunciations of those plural forms. However, when dealing with regular plurals, such as those in this unit,
the rules governing pronunciations are fairly simple as the pronunciations are decided by the ending letter(s)
of each word. Generally speaking, if the “s” follows a vowel or a voiced consonant, it is pronounced /z/ - days;
if the “s” follows a voiceless consonant, it is pronounced /s/ - cups. When the “s” follows the letter “t”, the
two consonants are pronounced simultaneously /ts/ - hats; when the “s” follows the letter “d” they too are
pronounced simultaneously /dz/- hands. For detailed rules, refer to the table below:

s, sh, ch, x classes, buses, boxes, watches
a vowel letter +y -s /z/ boys, toys, bays, guys
a consonant letter + y : -ies ‘ J1z/ armies, stories, factories, babies
‘photos, tobaccos, pianos;
v e ol tomatoes, heroes, potatoes
a vowel letter + o ‘ -s o WL 7 7008, radios !
forfe -ves Ivz/ leaves, thieves, wives
t -ts Jts/ investments, governments
d : ds & /dz/ hands, thousands
Exercise 1 mainly focuses on distinguishing between the following pronunciations of plural forms.
1. British /'britrf/ blocks /'blpks/ blogs /b'Ingz/
2. thousands /'‘eavzndz/ beauties /'bju:tiz/ contests /kontests/
3. governments /'gavonmonts/ budgets /'badzits/ investments /m'vestmonts/
4. farmers /fa:moz/ bushes /bu1z/ dishes /'d1f1z/
5. patients /'pexfants/ myths /'mi16s/ truths /tru:es/

Exercise 2: Now listen to the following paragraph. Pay special attention to the pronunciations of
the underlined parts. Then work in pairs and practice reading while following the recording you
hear.

The word, celebrities, or celebs, refers to people who gain public popularity in day-to-day media. Celebs can
be found in many different fields such as sports, entertainment, arts, science, technology, and other industries.
Some well-known names include Albert Einstein, the Curies, President Obama, Bill Gates, Tiger Woods, Leonardo
Da Vinci, and Julia Roberts. Different countries, regions, cultures and ethnic groups may have their own types of
famous figures, but generally, most celebs are leading a wealthy and luxurious life. However, many of them have
made contributions to society through donations and adoptions.
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Notes:
Exerc

ise 2 is based on the pronunciations of the types of plurals that appeared in Exercise 1. The purpose of the

second exercise is to make students read aloud in pairs and become more aware of the different pronunciations of
plural nouns. The following is a reference.

celebrities /so'lebratiz/ celebs /sa'lebz/ fields /'fi:1dz/ sports /spo:ts/

arts /a:ts/ industries /'indostriz/ names /nexmz/ Curies /kjuoriz/
Gates /geits/ Woods /wudz/ Roberts /'robats/ countries /'kantriz/
regions /ri:dzonz/ cultures /'kaltfaz/ groups /gru:ps/ types /taips/

figures /'figoz/ contributions /kontrr'bju:nz/ donations /deu'nerfnz/  adoptions /o'dopfnz/

1 a " e OV
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Exercise: You are going to hear five short conversations. After each conversation a question will
be asked about what you’ve heard. Choose the correct answers to the questions you hear.

1. A.
B.

Liu Xiang was terrible though he won first place.
He won first place although he hurt his ankle not long ago.

C.
D.

He attended the race despite his serious illness.
Though he did his best, he failed to win.

. Einstein was great mainly because of his achievements in physics.

. Einstein was not only idle but also honest.

. Einstein was not only simple but also modest.

. In addition to his achievements in physics, he is also admired for his characters.

. Comparing Jackie Chan, he likes Donnie Yen more.

. He doesn’t like any Kung Fu star.

. He wants to meet Jackie Chan at the airport, too.

. He would like to meet Donnie Yen at the airport.

. Bill Gates has made greater contributions because he invented Microsoft.

. Mother Teresa has made greater contributions because she helped poor people.

. It’s hard to say because both of them have contributed to society in different ways.

COQOwWPUOOEP>O0O0QEPOOQOE >

. It’s unnecessary to compare because neither of them has made great contributions.
. He feels really good all the time.

. He seldom feels good.

. He never feels bad.

. He sometimes feels awful.

Audio Script:

1. W:
M:

N

w
SREERLREZR

>

Did you watch the 110-meter-hurdle race last night?

Yes. I did. Liu Xiang was terrific! Though just recovered from an ankle injury, he did his best and finally
won first place!

What do we learn about Liu Xiang from the conversation?

: Albert Einstein is the person I admire most due to his great achievements in physics.
: Yes. We share the same idol. In addition, I admire his honesty, simplicity, as well as his modesty.

What’s the woman’s comment about Albert Einstein?

: You know what? Jackie Chan is arriving Shanghai tomorrow! I’ll meet him at the airport!
: I wouldn’t do that if I were you. I’m not a fan of anybody. But by comparison, I like Donnie Yen more.

What does the man mean?

: Who do you think has made greater contributions to people, Bill Gates or Mother Teresa?
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W: Bill Gates invented Microsoft while Mother Teresa helped poor people, so it’s hard to decide.
Q: What does the woman imply?
5. W: Welcome to the program, Mr. Bradley! How does it feel to be famous?
M: To be honest, most of the time I feel really good. However, every coin has two sides.
Q: What can we infer from Mr. Bradley’s words?

Notes:

1. Signal words are words that help the listener/reader follow the direction of a speaker’s/writer’s thought. They
are like signposts on the road that guide the traveler. In this unit, five types of commonly-used signal words
are used: parallel, additive, transformative, comparison and contrast, cause and effect.

(1) Parallel signal words indicate a relationship of equality.
e.g. and, or, as well as, rather than, neither ... nor, both ... and, not only ... but also, etc.
(2) Additive signal words indicate a continuation of thought.
e.g. in addition to that, one more thing, besides, too, etc.
(3) Transformative signal words indicate an upcoming change of direction in thought.
e.g. although, nevertheless, however, otherwise, while, but, despite, on the contrary, in spite of, yet,
whereas, conversely, etc.
(4) Comparison and contrast signal words indicate a similarity or difference.
e.g. similarly, in other words, on the other hand, likewise, in the same way, instead, in contrast, by comparison,
etc.
(5) Cause and effect signal words indicate a causal relationship between two events.
e.g. because, because of, for, as, due to, owing to, in that, now that, etc.

2. Liu Xiang A Chinese 110-meter hurdler. His 2004 Olympic gold medal was the first in a men’s track and
field event for China. He was the favorite to win gold in the 110-meter-hurdle at the Beijing Olympics, but he
had to withdraw from competition at the last moment.

3. Albert Einstein A German-born theoretical physicist who developed the general theory of relativity and
revolutionized the field of physics in the early 20th century. Einstein is acknowledged as the father of modern
physics and the most influential physicist of the 20th century. He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics in
1921 and will probably be best remembered for his mass-energy equivalency formula, E=mc’.

4. Jackie Chan A Hong Kong-based actor, comedian, director, martial artist, singer, and stuntman. In his
movies, he is known for his acrobatic fighting style, comic timing, and innovative stunts.

5. Donnie Yen A Hong Kong-based Chinese martial artist and World Wushu Tournament medalist. Yen is
widely credited by many as the person responsible for popularizing the traditional martial arts style known as
Wing Chun.

6. Bill Gates The former chief executive and current chairman of Microsoft, the world’s largest personal-
computer software company. He is consistently ranked among the world’s wealthiest people. In the later
stages of his career, Gates has pursued a number of philanthropic endeavors, donating large amounts of
money to various charitable organizations and scientific research programs through the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, which was established in 2000.

7. Mother Teresa A catholic nun who founded the Missionaries of Charity. For over 45 years, she ministered
to the poor, sick, orphaned, and dying. She was the recipient of numerous honors including the 1979 Nobel
Peace Prize.

8. Mr. Bradley Here, it refers to William Bradley “Brad” Pitt, an American actor and film producer. Pitt has
received four Academy Award nominations and five Golden Globe Award nominations, winning one Golden
Globe. He has been described as one of the world’s most attractive men, a label for which he has received
substantial media attention.
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