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Preface

Plateau Guardian

I first knew Mr. Zhang Jiyuan three years ago. when he was on a business trip in Beijing. In a small gathering, we chatted about photography, and about his hometown, Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. I could see
even at that time that there was a strong impulse in Jiyuan's mind. And [ thought that he would bring some surprise to photography one day. Sure enough, Wild Qaidam:Plateau Wildlife Photography by Zhang
Jiyuan is finally completed now.

In my impression, the majority of the first wildlife photography in China were mainly produced by the Western explorers to China in early days, such as Prjevalsky from Russia who first discovered
Przevalski horses, Sven Hedin from Sweden, Joseph Rock from the United States, etc. While exploring in western China. they carried their cameras and shot many photos of mountains, rivers and local customs in
western China. They were all particularly obsessed with hunting. and they shot a great number of photos while hunting wild animals.

Wildlife photography is still regarded as one of the most dangerous jobs all over the world currently, while photographing wildlife on Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, known as the roof of the world, is considered
even to be an impossible task. It is just because wildlife photography is an extraordinary difficult job that it requires a valuable quality of super perseverance and persistence from the photographers. Therefore,
although I know some of the famous wildlife photographers like Qi Yun and Xi Zhinong, and 1 have seen many excellent wildlife photographic works of photographers in China, I think it is unfortunate that
wildlife photography as a profession is yet in a mature and professional line in China. However what is exciting is that we have more and more knowledgeable photographers and photography enthusiasts who
are brave enough to voluntarily join the army of wildlife photography, and of wildlife protection and research. It can be said that China wildlife photography is entering a new era, where there are many wildlife
photographers emerging among whom Mr. Zhang Jiyuan is undoubtedly a leading figure.

In the clear-skied Qinghai-Tibet Plateau and thin-aired distant wilderness, people can always see a person in the dedication to shoot the plateau wildlife, who is what I call “wild photographer”. Obviously
it is no accident that Jiyuan becomes a “master™ in the field of wildlife photography, for this plateau man, who grew up in the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, received an animal husbandry degree and long worked at the
grassroots communities, has been dedicated to shooting at an altitude of over 3,000 meters during the last decade. He has a natural affection for each plant and animal in his plateau hometown.

Many data clearly show that the ecological environment on the earth has become increasingly vulnerable due to excessive interference of human activities. There is no exception to Tibetan Plateau, where the
survival of diversified plants and animals is facing unprecedented challenges like melting glaciers and desertification of grasslands. If human beings do not fully understand this grim fact, then the mankind itself
will undoubtedly fall into the “prey™ of the nature. It is consoling that there are more and more people of insight who profoundly realized the urgency of harmonious relationship between the nature and mankind,
and spontaneously undertook the cause to protect the natural environment and our homeland. Among these people Jiyuan is such a warrior, whose “weapon™ is the camera in his hands.

Finally, as a publisher. there is one more thing which I'd like to point out is that I have always thought that our work in publishing is instructive to the society and readers alike, which means that each book
we publish will convey a message. advance a point and produce a topic among readers. In light of this, I am very excited to recommend readers to Wild Qaidam:Plateau Wildlife Photography by Zhang Jiyuan, not
just because of the wonderful photos. excellent designs. but more importantly, I would like to convey a truth through this album of Jiyuan, that it is the duty of each of us to protect our ecological environment and
to respect all lives on earth. No matter in what ways you do, you are due to receive the respect and recognition of all people.

In this sense. I think Mr. Zhang Jiyuan is not only a photographer, but a persistent and dedicated “plateau guardian™ as well.

So this is my preface.

P
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Yin Dejian, Director of China Ethnic Photographic Art Press /gé {g 1 2
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Mei Sheng: Senior photographer

Attitude towards wildlife is a symbol of human civilization. Mr. Zhang Jiyuan shows this attitude wg hotographic works.
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Yu Yuntian: Senior photographer
Respect the nature and befriend life. The photographer evokes people’s awareness of wild animal protection
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Li Shaobai: Senior photographer @
Ecological file, artistical treasure. Excellept!

ik% P EXEEFEEZTS
ek 5 A wkwﬂ&%mwﬁi.ﬁkﬁﬁ$iﬁﬁwﬂic

Zhao Dadu: Chair of China Association of Large Format Photography
Conceiving a profound concern for human fate, the photographer observes animals from the vi

ity alienation.
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Xi Zhinong: Wildlife photographer

If more and more people, just like the author, would give their concerns to the wild lives in whatever ways, it is more promisi
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Chai Xuan: Deputy Chief-Editor na Photo Press
To concern the wild animal,is to concern human beings.
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Fan Jinqi: Editor-in-chief of Digital Photography
Zhang Jiyuan is a persistent and unique photographer who is absorbed in lives of the world's highest elevation.
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Sun Haibo: Freelance editorial board member of China Ethnic Photographic Art Press 2( é /g\
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This album is both an excellent photographic collection of art and a popular science textbook on plate
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Zhang Jiyuan

Born in Qinghai Province in 1962

Director of Qinghai Photographers Association

Honorary Chairman of Haixi Photographers Association of Qinghai
Honorary Chairman of Qaidam Environmental Photographic Association
CPC Secretary of Dulan County in Qinghai Province



All photos in the album are shot at an altitude of 2600-5200 meters

Venue: Tibetan Plateau, China
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Wild yak is also named wild ox. and the Tibetan
pronunciation is Yagui, which is of the same species
with domesticated yak. As a typical alpine animal
which can endure extreme cold. it is a first class
national protected animal unique to the Qinghai-Tibet
Plateau. Located in Qinghai. Tibet. southern Xinjiang,
northwestern Gansu. western Sichuan and other places.
It inhabits the alpine meadow strips at an altitude of
3000-6000 meters. inaccessible mountains and large
peaks. mountain basins, alpine grasslands. alpine

deserts. etc.



