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Preface

Dr. Siegfried RCT Enders,
ICOMOS ISCSBH President

ICOMOS, the International Council on Monuments and Sites, is an advisory body to the World
Heritage Committee for the implementation of the UNESCO World Heritage Convention. As such,
it evaluates World Heritage nominations for the cultural properties and advises on the state of
conservation of properties already inscribed on the World Heritage List.

As the most influential NGO in the field of protection of cultural heritage in the world,
ICOMOS is the output of the famous Second International Congress of Architects and Specialists of
Historic Buildings held in May of 1964 in Venice, Italy where the famous Venice Charter
inaugurated. ICOMOS Wuhan Research Center of Shared Heritage continued this tradition and got
established after the successful ICOMOS-Wuhan Crossover Symposium in 2012.

As one of the 27 scientific committees of ICOMOS, ISCSBH is the committee that represents
ICOMOS in matters of shared built heritage across the world. Since 2008, SBH has adopted the
policy of shedding light on the issues of shared built heritage across the globe by conducting its
annual meeting/symposium in every continent of the world. After successful SBH symposia /
conferences in Europe in 2009 (Gdansk, Poland), in South America in 2010 (Paramaribo,
Suriname) and in Africa in 2011 (Cape Town, South Africa), SBH annual meetings were held 2012
in China and 2014 in Malaysia and Indonesia. Shared Built Heritage in China could be found in places
where migration caused by for instance colonization, trading or other economic issues took place. In
China Macao, Hong Kong, Guangzhou, Xiamen, Gulangyu, Shanghai, Nanjing, Wuhan, Beijing,
Tianjin and Qingdao are good examples for this development.

Among these Chinese cities, Wuhan turned out to be one of the most important places with rich
cultural heritage which could be considered as being internationally shared with many other
countries. Geographically, Wuhan is located in the center of East China and regarded as one of the
most important trading cities in China. In the 19th century it attracted many foreign countries to
request concessions. Trading posts were opened and new industries and infrastructure were
constructed and developed. This went along with enormous building activities and left a great deal of
built heritage with outstanding architecture and design. That is why Wuhan today presents rich built
heritage with a shared aspect which should be preserved and carefully included in the fast urban
development.

Within the framework of ICOMOS Wuhan Research Center of Shared Heritage, experts in
Wuhan and from all over the world are making great efforts to build a professional platform which

could combine the international prospect and the local characteristics. One of the most substantial



parts of this platform is the ICOMOS-Wuhan Crossover Forum. “Crossover” here means the cross-
cultural, cross-disciplinary, and cross-institutional collaboration. We hope that with the aid of this
platform, Wuhan could bring to the world’s undertaking of heritage conservation and development a

lot of precious experience, samples and inspirations.
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Wuhan Proposal on the Mutual Promotion of

Engineering and Culture

In November 2013, the second session of ICOMOS -Wuhan “Crossover Forum” was held in
HuaZhong University of Science and Technology. The theme of this forum is “Engineering,
Culture, Landscape”. The forum gathers world-renowned experts in historic preservation from
Germany and Belgium, academicians of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, specialists in
Exploration Design and many scholars from China. Through an open and in-depth discussion on the
topic of “large construction and cultural heritage preservation”, researchers and scholars have
reached the following consensuses:

Cultural heritage preservation in construction process, especially in large-scaled construction
process, is often complicated and involves many factors. It is a worldwide problem to protect
heritages that are difficult to preserve yet require high quality preservation process., China is a
member of “World Heritage Convention”. Chinese governments, designers and researchers have
successfully preserved a batch of highly valued cultural heritages of human kind in planning and
construction process. We are pleased to see a number of excellent practices in which cultural heritage
preservation is integrated with water conservancy projects, railway construction and bridge
construction represented by The Site Protection of Baiheliang Museum of Underwater Heritage.
These practices serve as examples and promotions for cultural heritage preservation industry in
China as well as the rest of the world. The representatives at the forum initializes “Wuhan
Proposal”;

1. Integrate all kinds of social forces to achieve the combination of interdisciplinary and cross-
industry in the development of heritage protection. With the respect mentality, inheritance
responsibility and unbounded feelings, through scientific means of protection, safeguard cultural
heritage and keep healthy environment for the projects (especially for large projects) in construction
at the same time,

2. To achieve the mutual promotion of projects and protection, engineers and technicians should
take the protection of cultural heritage as their own responsibilities. In engineering design and
implementation process, realize the values of heritage further and expand the impact of heritage.
Spare no effort to protect and pass on the fine Chinese historical cultural heritage.

3. Realize the integration of engineering and art. Engineers and technicians should look for and
create beauty in the process of design and construction in an effort to make contemporary projects
the cultural heritages in the future.

4. Experts in construction, social activists, politics and wide range of public representatives are

welcomed to participate and exchange their points of view on a joint platform and for further



promoting of policy and scientific knowledge. Participation of both public representatives and
experts in the processes of cultural and historic heritage preservation and exploitation could promote
regional image of heritage, help to build an advantageous social environment.

The above is the voice of all the representatives, We call for the society to join us in promoting

cultural heritage preservation industry in China in an effort to pass on Chinese culture and tradition.

The 2nd Session of ICOMOS-Wuhan “Crossover Forum”
Novemberl6, 2013

#2E . T4E, fik,Siegfried Enders, Pierre Laconte
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