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ABSTRACT

It is well known that population modernization is an
important part of social modernization of China,and that fertility
behavior modernization is the foundamental symbol of population
modernization. Therefore,this article aims at seeking the moving
locus of fertility behavior of Chinese population, and seeking
some ways and measures to accelerate the progress of fertility
behavior modernization by analysing and probing into the present
situation, characteristics, problems and various mechanisms of
Chinese population fertility behavior (mainly rural population).

My article is divided into three parts including ten chapters
in total.

Including Chapter 1 and 2, part one is on fertility behavior
theories. The former is used to introduce briefly several main fer-
tility behavior theories of western scholars such as macroscopic
theoreties and microcosmic ones ;besides it reviews some theoret-
ical trends of Chinese scholars’studies on fertility behavior in the
latter one, 1 makes a theoretical conception and summary of the
meaning ,characteristics, patterns ,motives and causes of fertility
behavior applying Marxism principles and using the Western fer-
tility behavior theoreties for reference so that a theoretical foun-

dation is settled for the investigative analysis of behavior course
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later.

Part two is about an investigative study on fertility behavior
course ,containing six chapters (from3—8),which is the kernel of
this dissertation. In this part,the entire process of fertility be-
havior of Chinese population is anslysed and discussed in an
all——round way and form various angles,from internal and ex-
ternal aspects. The content of repective chapter is flowing:analy-
ing the internal fertility behavior of Chinese population,in anoth-
er word, the current ferility desire (fertility motive)and fertility
demand (fertility cause) (chapter 3);analysing mate choice and
marriage action of Chinese population(Chapter 4) ;studying sex.
pregnancy behavior and fertility period etc of Chinese populaion
(chapter 5) ;describing kinds of parturition behavior characreris-
tics of fertility-aged women in China(chapter 6) ;analying mainly
action characteristics of fostering and educating children of Chi-
nese familiees at the present age (chapter 7);analysing and dis-
cussing come deviation actions in the course of Chinese popula-
tion fertility beha\}ior(chapter 8). We make analyses above in or-
der to understand the patterns,characteristics and change trend
of Chinese population fertility behavior. The general conculusion
of discuss is that pattern characteristics of modern type has e-
merged in our population fertility behavior and the change speed
of modern type totraditional one is accelerating ;however,the tra-
ditional fertility behavior still stirs up, puzzles and hinders the
progress of fertility behavior modernization.

Part three is about a study on fertility behavior cahnge,in-
cluding chapter 9 and 10. In chapter 9,our analysis of economic
factors and fertility behavior lays emphasis on the study on re-
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strict effects such factors as family economy. mode of produc-
tion,old-age social guarantee bring to fertility in order to inquire
into economic conditions for fertility behavior moédernization;
while in chapter 10 we analyse the restrict effects that policy fac-
tor and cultural factor of superstruture bring to fertility behavior
(mainly from the angle of fertility morality)to discuss the policy
and moral mechanism of fertility behavior change. The conclusion
of doing so indicates: perfectation and development of fertility
policies in one of the basic conditions for ferlitity behavior mod-
ernization ;fertility morality modernization is the sign of thorough
fertility behavior modernization; and the development of econo-
my ,enhancement of income level,particularly level of the old-age
social guarantee is the decisive condition and basis for fertility

behavior modernization.
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