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1. Alone on a Desert Island
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4 ETRIAGRSEEALS

1. rebellious adj. JZ
R IR SR
AN g

I was born in 1632, in the city
of York, in the north of England.
My father, who was a foreigner, had
settled there. I was the youngest of
his three sons and perhaps the most
rebellious’, doing whatever I liked
and never obeying anyone.

My father wanted me to become
a lawyer, but my only wish was to
become a sailor. My father tried to
make me see the dangers of a
sailor’s life, but as I was young and
foolish, I did not listen to his advice.
While I was visiting a friend in the
seaport of Hull, I sailed in a ship for
the first time. I was so excited that I
decided at once to become a sailor,
without waiting for my father’s per-
mission. I soon discovered what it
was like to be seasick, and also how
fierce and terrible a storm at sea
could be. However, I was not will-
ing to give up a sailor’s life.

Eight years later, I was to have
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the greatest adventure of my life. In
the meantime, I had left England
and settled in Brazil, where I bought
some land and started a sugarcane
plantation’. I soon became rich, but I
always had a strong desire to return
to the sea. I saw that there was a lot
of money to be made in the slave
trade and became a sailor on a slave-
ship, sailing to the west coast of
Africa in search of slaves who could
be brought back on our ship and
sold for a profit. There were fourteen
of us in all, the captain, twelve other
sailors and I.

A terrible storm arose when we
were sailing close to the African
coast, and for twelve days, our ship
was tossed® about by the angry
waves. We felt sure it was going to
sink. We decided to head for some
place on the shore where we could
repair the ship but were caught in a
second storm and driven back into

1. plantation n. f
H

2. toss v. %, Hi
73
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1. deck n. H

2. vomit v. Knt

the sea. On the third day, however,
one of the sailors saw land. We
rushed out onto the deck' to look
and saw that the shore was not too
far away. We had to leave the ship
quickly, before it sank. We lowered
a small boat and rowed towards the
land. But a wave as high as a
mountain came down on us and
turned our little boat over.

We were thrown into the sea.
For some time, I did not know
where I was. Then I found myself
being lifted by a second and a third
wave and finally carried to the
shore. I lay quiet for sometime,
feeling more dead than alive. I vom-
ited” out all the salt water from my
stomach. When 1 felt a little better, I
went down on my knees and
thanked God for saving my life. As
far as I could see, I was the only
one of the ship’s crew to have
reached the shore alive. The others
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must have drowned.

As I looked around, however, I
began to get frightened. How was I
going to stay alive in this unknown
place? I was wet and hungry and
had no food or fresh clothing. It was
getting dark; there might be danger-
ous animals around. I decided to
climb up a tree and spend the night
there.
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1. desert
1) n. P8 FEBE, SiE R
Somalia is mostly desert.
F RS X ER R VDI,
2) vt b3, I B CEAN)
She was deserted by her husband.
gl L RIBFET
3) vi. TFEIF (T )
The villages had been deserted.
XN FEESRTEAMT .
2. decide
vt & vi XU B DE | R
It's up to you to decide.
X ROR R REME |
3. drown
1) vi. (ff) ¥5E, 55T
Two children drowned after falling into the river.
PIAS /N T ST T
2) vi. RiE, MEB, IR WL
The fruit was drowned in cream.
IKRFEPIM B T,
3) vi. B (—1FH)
She turned up the radio to drown out the noise from the next door.
AT ok R B 5 (] B W (] R T O LI
4. frighten
1) vt ()BT, () fm R



