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Working Together in the New Year to Grow Our
Economy and Shrink Our Deficits

January 05, 2013
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lOriginal Text
Words & Expressions | 1" Hi, everybody. Over the past year, as I traveled
at the expense of -+ across the country conipaicning for this ofice 1 told you

AR e s o: 0 that if I was fortunate enough to be re-elected, I’d work to

bipartisan [ baipa:ti'zen]

‘ change a tax code that too often benefited the wealthy a1 ihe

adj, BRETEZE; KA \ expense of the middle-class.

# 6 ‘ 2 This week, we did that. For the first time in two
‘ . . o .
tax hike 3% ‘| decades, we raised taxes on the wealthiest 2% of Americans
i ipartisai i i i = ax hike
cocession [rissfon] 2 # | $ a bnpl‘:inhs n w;lry, while preventmgba rl:u‘ddle class tax h
. . at could have thrown our economy back into recession.
&, AL, Bk | d e

3 Under this law, more than 98% of Americans and
97% of small business will not see their income taxes go up
one dime. We also made sure that millions of families will
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continue to receive tax credits to help raise their children and
send them to college. Companies will continue to receive
tax credits for the research they do, the investments they
make, and the clean energy jobs they create. And two million
Americans who are out of work will continue to receive
unemployment benefits so long as they are actively looking
for a job.

4 But all this was just one step in the broader effort to
grow our economy and shrink our deficits. We still need to
do more to put Americans back to work while also putting
this country on a path to pay down its debt. And our economy
can’t afford more protracted showdowns or manufactured
crises along the way. Because even as our businesses created
2 million new jobs last year — including 168,000 new jobs

deficit ['defisit] n. 5,
R

protracted [prou'trektid]
adj. #3EHy, U B HRH
showdown ['foudoun] n.
Wi, BEXK; RE—
P BE R

last month — the messy /inksmanship © in Congress made

business owners more uncertain and consumers less confident.

brinksmanship ['brigk(s)
| monfip] n. (K15 )i

5  We know there’s a path forward. Last year, I signed & %8Uk; @il eystn
into law $1.7 trillion in deficit reduction. This week’s action ; Fix
further reduces the deficit by $737 billion, making it one of | shortchange [ fo:t'tfeinds]
the largest deficit reduction bills passed by Congress in over a | v. #k3; (&3 E)YV
decade. And I'm willing to do more. REA

6 I believe we can find more places to cut spending | tax code S, ik

loophole ['lu:phoul] n.

without shortchanging things like education, job training,
research and technology all which are critical to our

= [:', ;ﬁl H *ﬁﬁﬁ
= ~ prosperity in a 21st century economy. But spending cuts must | . [teb] n. B, 472
i be balanced with more reforms to our tax code. The wealthiest | # A
v 3 Selail - . >
' A individuals and the biggest corporations shouldn’t be able ‘ cack up 4481, AL, AR

7 to take advantage of loopholes and deductions that aren’t .
: catastrophic [kotae'strofik]

<y 4= available to most Americans.

= & adj. A, RAME,
# 7 And as I said earlier this week, one thing I will not 95 KM
g compromise over is whether or not Congress should pay the ‘

. sworn-in & Z3h I8
tab for a bill they’ve already racked up. If Congress refuses i

to give the United States the ability to pay its bills on time,
the consequences for the entire global economy could be

catastrophic. The last time Congress threatened this course of
! action, our entire economy suffered for it. Our families and
| our businesses cannot afford that dangerous game again.

3 8 I congratulate the newly sworn-in Members of



| Congress, and I look forward to working with the new
Congress in a bipartisan way. If we focus on the interests of
our country above the interests of party, I’'m convinced we can
cut spending and raise revenue in a manner that reduces our
deficit and protects the middle-class. And we can step up to
meet the important business that awaits us this year. Creating
jobs and boosting incomes. Fixing our infrastructure and our

revenue ['revonju:] n. #
M, BREMN; HE |
boost [bu:st] v. 42ikt, 3§ |
M, A

infrastructure ['infro straktfs)

immigration system. Promoting our energy independence
n. K whiksb, N3k

while protecting our planet from the harmful effects of climate
change. Educating our children and shielding them from the
horrors of gun violence.

9 These aren’t just things we should do — they’re
things we must do. And in this New Year, I'll fight as hard as I
know how to get them done. Happy New Year, everybody.
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Ending the War in Afghanistan and Rebuilding

America
January 12, 2013
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20134 1 A 12 B
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Words & Expressions
update [ap'deit] ve. £,
RIE, 5E, IR
stronghold ['strophauld]
n 2R, KAE, Pk

g S Sy — i e

1 Hi, everybody. This week, I welcomed President
Hamid Karzar - to the White House to discuss the way ahead
in Afghanistan. And today, I want to updatc you on how we
will end this war, bring our troops home, and continue the
work of rebuilding America.

~

2 Over the past four years, thanks to our brave men
and women in uniform, we’ve dealt devastating blows
to o/ Cueda . We’ve pushed 1/ 7uliban  out of their
strongholds. And our core objective — the reason we went
to war in the first place — is now within reach: ensuring that
al Qaeda can never again use Afghanistan to launch attacks

| against America.
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2 The 33,000 additional forces that I ordered to
Afghanistan served with honor, completed their mission, and
— as promised — returned home last fall. This week, we
agreed that this spring, Afghan forces will take the lead for
security across the entire country, and our troops will shift
to a support role. In the coming months, I’ll announce the
next phase of our drawdown. And by the end of next year,
America’s war in Afghanistan will be over.

4 This progress has only been possible because of the
heroic sacrifices of our troops and diplomats, alongside forces
from many other nations. More than a half million Americans
— military and civilian — have served in Afghanistan.
Thousands have been wounded. More than 2,000 have given
their lives.

5 This remains a very difficult mission. The work
ahead will not be easy. Our forces are still in harm’s way.
But make no mistake — our path is clear, and we are moving
forward. Because after more than a decade of war, the nation
we need to rebuild is our own.

6 As we do, we have to care for our troops and
veterans who fought in our name. We have to grow our
economy and shrink our deficits. Create new jobs and boost
family incomes. We have to fix our infrastructure and our
immigration system. We have to protect our planet from
the destructive effects of climate change — and protect our
children from the horrors of gun violence.

7 These, too, will be difficult missions for America. But
they must be met. And if we can summon just a fraction of the
determination of our men and women in uniform, I know we
can meet them. And I intend to work as hard as I know how to

make sure we do.

&  Thank you.

drawdown ['dro:daun] n.
(B)m Y, HRALHAK
alongside [d'lon'said] prep.
A eanins Fih, Faeee H#
HE, B Y

civilian [si'viljan] n. ¥
K, B

in harm’s

way & Tk
24, 234%E

veteran ['vetoron] n. %
%, £F, §HEEHA
adj. 2%FF 8, HEH
boost [buist] ve. {2it; 3§
Ay EAR

fraction ['frekfon] n. %
A, ER
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