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First Lady Michelle Obama is in China this
week to focus on education and culture.
Students at Beijing Normal School eagerly — cagerly adv. %
greeted First Lady Michelle Obama on Friday. ik

Many children here dream of attending universities

abroad, and one of the school’s aims is to help them

achieve that dream. Obama’s focus on education for

this trip is an example of soft diplomacy—attracting  diplomacy
n. 3pE

Chinese interest in one of the United States’
attract v. B3|

greatest assets.

“They recognize the sort of innovative vitality
of the U.S. educational system.” said Elizabeth
Economy, Asia director for the Council on Foreign
Relations. “It’s a very creative system, and one
that has produced legions of very successful
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entrepreneurs and thinkers. ” entreprencur

sofs I 3 AR
The first lady has drawn criticism for choosing ™ 2 ¥

to avoid international trade on this trip. But

Stephen Hess of the Brookings Institution said
controversy would damage the goal of the trip. controversy
“Hard diplomacy is you go over there and ' Fik
argue with people, soft diplomacy is when you
choose not to argue,” he said. “And I think that is
probably exactly how they want it.
However, Economy said Obama’s goal as a
leader in American society should be to stand up for
American ideals.
“I’m not proposing that she go off on a ledge
and introduce radically new issues, like what’s going  radically
on between China and Japan in the East China Sea, adv. AL
but I do think as long as she’s there, she’s going to
be spending a full week in China, that it really is an
opportunity that shouldn’t be missed,” she said.
Economy suggests the first lady highlight U. S. -
China disputes tied to culture and education, such as  dispute n. 4t

access for American films in the Chinese market

and the challenges U. S. educational institutions face  challenge

g
when partnering with Chinese schools. n. s -
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(1) attending universities abroad AL FH 2] attend 7R K27,
attend 1 3h i) Fil, & 7] LKA “ALFE, BOEL”, #l40. He took a
short leave of absence to attend to personal business. (ftiffk T —/~%1
(EES U3 R )

(2) Economy fECH RN AL, HAREHZE, WEAUNE
FEA]F o r 4824 B AR 43 K B X & > A 44 . tied to culture and
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In central Baghdad, posters of the candidates  poster n. #4R
are everywhere. Many Iraqis are filing their
registration papers to receive their voter ID cards.
The parliamentary elections are viewed as a key  parliamentary

test for the country’s fledgling democracy. elegtion "’Lé’&#;
- fledgling n. #
Increasing attacks e

But the voting comes as Iraq is suffering from a
surge in violence. Militants have used car bombings
and suicide attacks in an attempt to derail the  derail v. 4k H3h
elections.
Former U. S. Ambassador to Iraq James Jeffrey
said the turnwil is not a surprise. turmoil n. &
“Democratic processes are always messy. They %, il
always look hopeless until, to quote Winston
Churchill, ‘you consider the alternative. > This is



