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Popular Misconceptions

I was awkward in middle school: bony and athletic, with
a high grade in science and a low one in self-esteem. Though

I had friends, I didn't fit the mold of popularity. I was picked

last in flag football” and I sometimes ate lunch by myself.

I remember the day Brittany came to our school. She was from the Bay
Area, and told us stories of how she had snuck out at night to meet older
boys and smoke in the park. Her teeth were crooked”, and she was a little
overweight. Not that mattered though, because she walked around like she
was better than all of us put together. She was incredibly intimidating’,

outspoken, and aggressive—a person who you didn't want to cross”.

Around Brittany, I tried my best to go unnoticed. Standing out or
stealing her spotlight could only result in one thing: confrontation. I
considered myself a chameleon, blending in with my surrounding and

)

remaining the shy sixth-grader I had always been. I wore skorts’ and
Tommy Hilfiger sneakers with red and blue laces, and my blond hair was
frequently in a ponytail. Brittany and her friends wore shorts with words
like "Hottie" on the seat. She dyed her brown hair black and got a perm

like the other popular girls. All the boys were completely smitten” with her.

Although I could run for a touchdown', Brittany was always the first
girl picked in flag football at recess” and I was lucky if I was picked at all.
I was thrown the ball while she stood with the quarterback, chatting about

2|
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flag football: ( £ ) TFHEBATER ( <F 77 BA RAATMIBU FERBA AR F £ ZFBU/NEE )

1.

2. crooked ['krukid] adj. Z#H9; HHERAY

3. intimidating [In'ttmidertin] adj. < AR AT, IR AHY

4. cross [kros] vt. L ( EFfaL ) iBE

5. skort [sko:t] n. JG#&4E (skirt 1 short H1&AL1E )

6. smitten ['smitn] adj. #EFEER, F 7

7. touchdown ['tatfdaun] n. [ £ ] W #FEkEHIE S, A
8. recess [r1'ses] n. < & > R[EMRE
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the last keg party she'd gone to. I didn't even know what came in a keg
and had never contemplated” drinking. She was flirtatious'” and mysterious
while I was a declaration of what good parenting and strong Christian
morals could produce. I had never been kissed, nor did I understand the

tactics'” to get as far as she had gone with a boy.

One day, Brittany bribed a classmate to ask me to the school dance.
I wasn't allowed to go, and I told him so, but I was flattered. 1 felt elite
and accepted by those around me. I told myself, though I am alone, I am
desired and that is good enough for me. I blended in the most perfect way:
well enough to fit in and not nerdy enough to stand out. Then Brittany
told me during science class that she had put him up to'” it. She asked in
front of everyone, "Why would anyone ever want you?" And I believed

her.

I went home and cried, questioning whether I was an alien. I told
myself over and over that she would amount to nothing'” while I still had
time to grow. She would become a middle-aged trailer park'’ renter in
Northern California, with lots of kids and with her same buck-toothed'”
smile, while I would somehow turn into a high school social butterfly and

5)

move to New York City, Chicago, or Washington D.C., cosmopolitan'’ and

sophisticated'”. We would never be in the same league.

Secretly, I emulated” her. Through everything that she did to me,
I wanted to be 20 times better. Although she was seemingly perfect in
everyone's eyes, | wanted to be everything she wasn't and yet a million
times more perfect. Where she was loud and mocking, I wanted to be
reserved and coy'’. She wore tight pants that exposed her chubby®’

stomach, but I wanted to be thin and muscular. Brittany was intimidating

|4
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9. contemplate ['kontamplert) vt. 2%, 1 H
10. flirtatious [f13:'te1fas] adj. == F K IEH)
11. tactics ['taektiks] n. FES, FE&

12. put sb. up to: I{FE AL, BEFEAT

13. amount to nothing: —Z i},

14. trailer park: < 3 > ( B =

15. buck-toothed: # 5 #,; |15

16. cosmopolitan [ knzma'politan] adj. UL Z 157 #)
17. sophisticated [sa'fistikertid] adj. #5087 EZ %41
18. emulate ['emjulert] vt. 5~ ®E, B
19. coy [ko1] adj. HZEH, i)

20. chubby ['tfabi] adj. [RIfEH, F#H
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and violent, but 1 wanted to be, and was then, serene and not at all

confrontational. I wanted to be the polar”’ opposite of her, showing how

much better I was than her.

I forgot about Brittany somewhere between eighth grade and freshman
year. I found a new group of friends—girls from other schools who finally

22)4y

became the "in-crowd™™" in high school. Looking back, I was and am better
than Brittany, and though I let her rule over my inadequacies” in middle
school, I never did again. She was exactly what I hated then and is the type

of person I will never let myself become.

I found Brittany's online profile a few weeks ago and discovered
nothing outwardly shocking. She still has the same chubby face and
mocking smile, flipping off” the camera as if she couldn't come up with
anything original. I cringed” at some half-naked pictures with captions™
that read "GeT bLaZeD". As I read on, I realized that Brittany had died in
a drunken driving accident a year ago. She had been 16 and pregnant at
the time. Suddenly my perception of Brittany changed from a bad influence
into a struggling little girl whose life was taken before she could decipher””
right from wrong. I had wanted everything bad to happen to her, but no
one deserves that. No one. Those who worshiped her may never again, but
I will always think of Brittany as the girl who never had the chance to
find herself.

My experience with Brittany taught me that though we are all naive
in our youth, the choices we make will impact us forever. The people we
choose to be will remain a part of us. I will always remember Brittany as
that loud”, overconfident girl, and a part of that shy, insecure person I

used to be will always keep me humble.

(By Lauren M.)
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21. polar ['paula(r)] adj. [E&FHERE

22.in-crowd: < O > ( BRALNR ) /NEF . (AEIRABR ) /NEEK, NEH
23. inadequacy [1n'a&dikwasi] n. 885, GR[E

24 flip ofi: BhIEESE

25. cringe [krind3] vi. BIEARZE

26. caption ['kaepfn] n. (B FEY) 3R, fRE

27. decipher [d1'sa1fa(r)] vt. #HIA; #ERE

28. loud [laud] adj. ( 2 1E% ) 1RIEH, EHEH
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You're Not Special

Commencement is life's great ceremonial beginning,
with its own attendant and highly appropriate symbolism.
Fitting, for example, for this auspicious’ rite of passage”’, is

where we find ourselves this afternoon, the venue. Normally,

I avoid clichés like the plague, but there we are on a literal
level playing field. That matters. That says something. And your ceremonial
costume ... shapeless, uniform, one-size-fits-all. Whether male or female, tall
or short, scholar or slacker”, each of you is dressed, you'll notice, exactly the

same. And your diploma ... but for your name, exactly the same.
All of this is as it should be, because none of you is special.
You are not special. You are not exceptional.

Yes, you've been pampered, cosseted, doted upon, helmeted, bubble-
wrapped. Yes, capable adults with other things to do have held you, kissed
you, fed you, wiped your mouth, wiped your bottom, trained you, taught
you, tutored you, coached you, listened to you, counseled you, encouraged
you, consoled you and encouraged you again. You've been nudged, cajoled,
wheedled and implored. You've been feted and fawned over and called
sweetie pie. Yes, you have. And, certainly, we've been to your games, your
plays, your recitals, your science fairs. Absolutely, smiles ignite when
you walk into a room, and hundreds gasp with delight at your every

tweet. Why, maybe you've even had your picture in the Townsman™ And

|8 |
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Townsman: tLAbFE The Wellesley Townsman, =3 ESiEEEMN F/RETF LA — R,
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now you've conquered high school ... and, indisputably, here we all have
gathered for you, the pride and joy of this fine community, the first to

emerge from that magnificent new building....
But do not get the idea you're anything special, because you're not.

The empirical evidence is everywhere; numbers even an English
teacher can't ignore. Newton, Natnick, Nee ... I am allowed to say Needham”,
yes? ... that has to be two thousand high school graduates right here, give
or take, and that's just the neighborhood N's. Across the country no fewer
than 3.2 million seniors are graduating about now from more than 37,000
high schools. That's 37,000 valedictorians’. That's 37,000 class presidents....
But why limit ourselves to high school? After all, you're leaving it. So think
about this: even if you're one in a million, on a planet of 6.8 billion that

means there are nearly 7,000 people just like you.

"But, Dave," you cry, "Walt Whitman tells me I'm my own version of
perfect! Epictetus tells me I have the spark of Zeus!" And I don't disagree.
So that makes 6.8 billion sparks of Zeus. You see, if everyone is special,
then no one is. If everyone gets a trophy, trophies become meaningless. In
our unspoken but not so subtle Darwinian competition with one another—
which springs, I think, from our fear of our own insignificance, a subset of
our dread of mortality—we have of late, we Americans, to our detriment’,
come to love accolades” more than genuine achievement. We have come
to see them as the point—and we're happy to compromise standards,
or ignore reality, if we suspect that's the quickest way, or only way, to

have something to put on the mantelpiece, something to pose with, crow”

| 10|
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5. Needham: Ith4h#5 Needham High School, %#% 6 I‘HO F, UEEZERBFERTAE
(Joseph Needham, 1900~1995) = &%, £ ﬂgf SR Z —, 5 Wellesley High
School FHEZRXA,

6. valedictorian [vaelidik'toirian] n. <E£ > (VAL ) BERNFENEVARF (EES
Pt ERGRITRIFE )

7. detriment ['detrimant] n. #i%, HE

8. accolade ['®kalerd] n. #3£, =5, &)

9. crow [krav)vi. 1, HE

HUJ
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about, something with which to leverage ourselves into a better spot on
the social totem pole'”. No longer is it even whether you win or lose, or
learn or grow, or enjoy yourself doing it.... Now it's "So what does this get
me?" As a consequence, we cheapen worthy endeavors. It's an epidemic—
and in its way, not even dear old Wellesley High is immune—one of the
best of the 37,000 nationwide, Wellesley High School—where good is no
longer good enough, where a B is the new C, and the midlevel curriculum
is called Advanced College Placement'”, And I hope you caught me when I
said "one of the best". I said "one of the best" so we can feel better about
ourselves, so we can bask'” in a little easy distinction, however vague and
unverifiable, and count ourselves among the elite, whoever they might be,
and enjoy a perceived leg-up on the perceived competition. But the phrase
defies logic. By definition there can be only one best. You're it or you're

not.

If you've learned anything in your four years here I hope it's that
education should be for, rather than material advantage, the exhilaration'”
of learning. You've learned, too, I hope, as Sophocles' assured us, that
wisdom is the chief element of happiness. Second is ice cream ... just an
FYI'”. I also hope you've learned enough to recognize how little you know,
how little you know now, at the moment, for today is just the beginning.

It's where you go from here that matters.

As you commence, then, and before you scatter to the winds, I urge
you to do whatever you do for no reason other than you love it and
believe in its importance. Don't bother with work you don't believe in
any more than you would, a spouse you're not crazy about. Resist the
easy comforts of complacency, the specious'” glitter of materialism, the

narcotic'” paralysis of self-satisfaction. Be worthy of your advantages.
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