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Preface

There are Top Four famous stones in the seal stone category; among which, the Tian Huang is with the
temperament of wealth and rank, Qing Tian is with the charm of clearness and elegance, but the Changhua Chicken-
blood stone, coming out the first with its luxury of fire red, stability and vividness, and its high position is irreplaceable.

Along with the development of China due to the reform and opening up since 30 years before, as a symbol of the
nation, the “Chinese Red” is more and more respected and acknowledged worldwide; with the help of the emblem

“Chinese Seal” of 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, the concept “Chinese Red” became widely known. Considering
the Changhua Chicken-blood stone among the Top Four famous stones based on such background, it can be called that
it is the only famous stone represented by “red” . Such “Chinese Red” , is not presented by Tian Huang, Qing Tian,
even Bahrain Stone does not present it uniquely; only the Changhua Chicken-blood stone, takes the “Chinese Red”
as the evaluation standard.

Changhua Chicken-blood stone is originally produced from the remote Yuyan Mountain at the headstream of
Grand Canyon in west Zhejiang Province. In the concept of “Chinese Red” , the “Dahongpao” ranks the top; and
various bacon stones in Chicken-blood stone category such as Suet Dong, Ox Horn Dong, Lotus Flour Dong etc, are
also with high grade. We can say that the Chicken-blood stone is led by “Chinese Red” , namely the “Dahongpao” ,
and integrated with various stones which are bright, red, beautiful and cloggy, thus achieves peerless elegance; it is not
only a unique product in Zhejiang Province, but also the second to none in the seal stone culture nationwide.

Since Ming Dynasty, the aesthetic discussion on seal stone, stone culture has never ended. The most significant
issue is the relation of “morality” and “symbol” . The beauty of the nature of stone is called “stone morality” , and
the careful carving on stone is called “symbol” . “Symbol” isthe “work" of skillful craftsmen, nice “work" is
important, but the “morality” | namely the original appearance of stone is also important. From time immemorial, the
issue that whether the “morality” is more important than the “symbol” or in reverse, was always debated endlessly.
From the view of traditional arts and crafts, of course the " symbol” is important; it is commonly said that
“Unpolished pearls never shine” , the carving and polishing, for makingit “something useful” , means the aspect of
“symbol” |, namely the artificial skill; and the handle carving on seal stone, careful making of superficial relief in seal
culture, is of course another aspect of the “symbol” . But in reverse, it will be regrettable if nice original stones are
carved unskillfully or vulgarly. For instance, we, who engage in seal cutting, sometimes prefer the original “flat head
seals” in stead of the seals whose heads are carved and decorated too much—a piece of square and normal seal with
elegant and bright stone texture, is with both morality and quality, much better than common showy carving. Regarding
this, the beauty of morality is more important than that of symbol. Lao-tzu said, great simplicity is without carving,
great beauty is without words, great music lacks sound, and great image is invisible; taking this theory to seal stones, we
can say that the morality is more important than the symbol. It means that ever since the ancient times, our ancestors
were already with high taste of aesthetics, and they had already mastered thoroughly and understood accurately the

“morality” .

Based on such cognition, when there were already lots of seal stone books and albums in street stalls, Mr. Qian
Gaochao, the inheritor of Changhua Chicken-blood stone carving, made efforts to edit a Chicken-blood stone book
mainly with the famous original stones. The items collected in the book are the top grade stones which can be rated as

“King of Chicken-blood Stone” , in particular, he preserved intentionally the original conditions of such stones upon
mining; they are with heart-quaking and dizzying aestheticism when you suddenly see them, and you can only sigh that
the superlative craftsmanship of nature is so wonderful—compared with many seal stone albums, it is so surprising just
because of its original form, the unpolished natural beauty. I think that this is a unique Chicken-blood stone albumy; its
magnificence is just the non-carving, and making the most essential image of Chicken-blood stone displayed naturally.
Its brilliance, its shine, its harmony and intelligence, makes any carving unnecessary; it is a complete boundless universe
itself. Its beauty is just its own beauty. Mr. Qian Gaochao calls itas “King of Chicken-blood Stone” , in my opinion, it
is never over-praise.

There is still a lot of work to do now on the research of seal culture and seal stone culture. The birth of album

“King of Chicken-blood Stone” will definitely help the research on famous seal stones and general research on seal
culture. Further, it is also significant to us on recognizing anew the cultural value and historical value of Changhua
Chicken-blood stone.

I hereby sincerely congratulate this rare album of original exquisite Chicken-blood stone with this essay!

Chen Zhenlian
At Xiling Seal Engravers' Society, September 7th, 2009
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The so-called original stone refers to the mineral
without processing or carving after being separated
(by artificial excavation, mining or natural breaking)

from the parent (mineral ore).
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“Changhua County produces seal stones, there is red substance
looks like cinnabar, and green and purple like hawksbill; they can be
appreciated, but become rare now." —(recorded in General Annals
of Zhejiang in Qianlong Period, Qing Dynasty)

The Changhua Chicken-blood stone is a unique precious
Chinese gemstone, its color is as strong and vivid as cinnabar, just
like chicken blood soaking through the stone, so it is named
Chicken-blood stone. According to the legend, the " blood” is

“Phoenix’ s blood" , with the reddish and vivid color as chicken
blood and bright gloss as jade; it is praised as a national treasure and
well-known worldwide. The discovery, excavation and utilization on
the stone have a history of some two thousand and three hundred
years. It is produced in the Yuyan Mountain, with elevation of over
1,300m, at the headstream of West Zhejiang Grand Canyon some
50km west to Changhua Town, Lin’ an City, Zhejiang Province; it
formerly belonged to the Changhua County before the three-county
integration of Lin’ an City, so it is named Changhua Chicken-blood
stone.

REFG M E

Dahongpao King of Chicken-blood stone
A& 20E XK X 13E X X5E XK
Specifications:20cm X 13cm X 5¢m

BEE. 2450%

Weight:2450¢g
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The mine of Changhua Chicken-blood stone was formed in the rhyolite tuff of Late Jurassic (about 100
million years ago), by the continuous soaking and dyeing of cinnabar (mercuric sulphide) between Kaolinite
and Dickite. Its Mohs hardness is between grade 2~3, the specific gravity is 2.66~2.9. The condition for
formation of Chicken-blood stone mineral deposit is unique; there are two different structural layers and two
different generation statuses. One of the structural layers is that the lower part is Paleozoic Era, a series of
pleated shallow marine carbonate rock stratum; the upper part is the structural layer of Mesozoic Era, a series of
continental acid volcanic rock, until the early time of Yanshanian Movement, the mineral source stratum for
Chicken-blood stone formation in mercury-containing carbonate rock in the lower structural layer was
controlled evidently by the tuff in the volcanic rock. The crust was with frequent movements, volcanoes
erupted, and the rock strata are strongly pleated and broken, the angles of upper and lower structural layers were
not integrated, and it occurred in the mining area a northeast oriented volcanic slope formed by a gap-type
eruption, forming a volcanic basin, therefore the magma in mineral deposit was with frequent movements,
there were many times of magma output in many forms. Two different generation statuses: one is distributed
according to the horizontal gaps, namely along the tuff; occurred like bedding, formed as lens, produced like
layers (in new pit). Another is distributed along vertical cracks, namely occurred in the cracks of bedding-like
cut tuff, produced in form of vein (in old pit).

The characteristic of Chicken-blood stone mineral deposit and the mineralized fluid mainly consists of
volcanic gas water hot liquid and the circulating hot water formed by rainfall in atmosphere; such two different
kinds of hot water dissolved and carried the mercuric mineral in mercury-containing mineral source stratum in
lower structural layer when flowing, and precipated in the horizontal gaps or vertical cracks of tuff through
volcanic pipes and broken passage. In terms of time and space, such two different kinds of hot water, the former
one belongs to the whole evolution process of volcanic eruption sedimentation, and the latter is the early phase
of rock formation next to volcanic eruption. They leached alternately the tuff on both sides of the crack from
high temperature to low temperature in their favorable spaces successively, and desiliconization occurred. At
the same time of desiliconization, the alkali metal, alkaline-earth metal contained are leached, therefore most of
the aluminum silicate mineral is transformed to Dickite, Kaolinite, and the carried mercuric mineral is
separated and precipitated in form of particle cinnabar, thus forms the Chicken-blood stone.
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Original stone of Yellow Dong Quality Dahongpao

A . 46EK X27E K X 14E XK
Specifications:46cm X27cm X 14cm

EE: 30F=
Weight:30kg
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RABERA

Original stone of Dahongpao

MAE: 17E K x5.5E K X 3.5FE XK

Specifications:17cm X 5.5cm X 3.5¢cm

BE. 6005%
Weight:600g
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Except for the red “chicken blood” |, the bottom of Changhua Chicken-blood stone is also with the basic colors
including black, white, yellow, green, blue, grayish brown, purple etc; further, with the combination of various colors in
different densities and shades, it is like the nature itself; picture upon picture of natural and beautiful patterns are
constructed already without artificial carving, colorful and changing all the time. Besides, in the quality of Changhua
Chicken-blood stone, there are also Six Moralities such as “ fineness, cleanness, smoothness, meticulousness,
warmness and condensation”

The Chicken-blood stone is a natural homobjum of many kinds of mineral, its main compositions include red
cinnabar (HgS), Dickite, Kaolinite (chemical equation: Al:[SisO1](OH)s . Among the chemical elements in such
homobjum, the Aluminum and Silicon with proportion of 80%~90% determine the hardness and transparency of the
stone. And the proportions of other active elements determine the color, texture of the stone; for instance, the content
of mercuric compound (cinnabar) makes it red, and there are also a little colorizing elements— Manganese which makes
it purpureous, Cobalt which makes it greenish; and Iron and Titanium are dark coloring agents. Their contents
determine the degree of the color appearance. Various elements coexist, making the stone colorful with various patterns.

The quality of Chicken-blood stone shall also be classified with the quantity of blood and difference on form,
vividness. The blood varies as bright red, normal red, scarlet, purple and light red etc; the shape of blood varies as large
area, stripes, star spots and object-like etc. Generally, the more the blood, more vivid the color, more beautiful the shape,
the better the stone; the stone is graded as: common when the blood is less than 10%; medium when the blood is
between 10%-30%; precious when the blood is over 50%; and rare when the blood is more than 70%. Full red ranks the

top; the Dahongpao, Full Blood or Blood in Six Sides are masterworks.

ROAWERER

Original stone of Dahongpao

AL 15EK X6E K X3IEX
Specifications:15cm X 6cm X3cm
58 6907

Weight:690g
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RLBRE

Original stone of Dahongpao
AR 15EK X3EXK XJEX

Specifications:15cmX3cm X 3cm
BEE. 405%
Weight:405g
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It can be classified according to the quality and blood of Chicken-blood stone: Dahongpao (the red chicken blood is
entirely full, just like wearing a red coat); Glass Dong (also named as Crystal Dong, sparkling like jade, it shines under
lighting); Yellow Dong (the quality is cream yellow, translucent, the yellow displays in different shades; it can also be
classified into Golden Yellow, Beeswax Yellow, Osmanthus Yellow, Lute Yellow, Mature Chestnut Yellow and Yellowish
Brown etc); Suet Dong (the quality is in cream color); Ox Horn Dong (black and pure, grayish black with a little
yellowish brown); Lotus Flour Dong (the quality color is like poured West Lake lotus flour soup, with a little light gray
and reddish), Pink Dong (the quality is sparkling and smooth, as bright as peach blossom); Cinnabar Dong (the quality
color are white (yellow), black (purple), coexisting with the blood, with strong color comparison; such stone is also
commonly called “Liu, Guan and Zhang” (Liu Bei, Guan Yu and Zhang Fei, three figures in the Three Kingdoms);
Pea Green Dong (the quality is greenish gray, like the color of pea or peppermint leaves, in red and green, with strong
lingering charm); Snake Skin Dong (the pattern is variegated like snake skin) and Agate Dong, Fish Brain Dong etc. And
the Chicken-blood stone is also classified into four major categories as Dong Quality, Soft Quality, Rigid Quality and

Hard Quality according to its quality compositions, transparency, gloss, hardness and other factors.

RABERA

Original stone of Dahongpao

MAg. TEXRX1AEX XIEX
Specifications:7cm X 14cm X 3cm
EE. /35%

Weight:735¢
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Original stone of Dahongpao
M. 12EK X6EX x4EXK

Specifications:12cm X 6cm X 4cm

B8 3505
Weight:350g
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I. Dong Quality Chicken-blood stone: the quality color is classified into two categories such as monochrome and
miscellaneous, the compositions are cinnabar and Dickite, Kaolinite, with strong wax-like gloss, slightly transparent or
translucent, the hardness is grade 2~3. The common monochrome Dong stones include: white, black and yellow etc,
with the names “ Glass Dong” , “ Suet Dong” , “ Ox Horn Dong” , “ Peach Blossom Dong” etc; and the
miscellaneous Dong is mostly with various colors.

1. Soft Quality Chicken-blood stone: the quality compositions are Kaolinite, Dickite and alunite, the hardness is
just second to the Dong Quality, weak—medium—strong wax-like gloss, slightly transparent or opaque, the hardness is
grade 2~4. The monochrome includes white, black, yellow, gray and purple etc. The meticulous quality without
variegation is the best, the variegation with sand pins, veins ranks the second.

I11. Rigid Quality Chicken-blood stone: commonly called as “ Rigid board” , the composition is Kaolinite, the
product after the later silicification of alunite rock; the rigid quality is with strong sense of jade, but the weakness is it
can be easily cracked by heat and vibration. The hardness of Soft rigid board (weakly silicificated) is grade 3~4, slightly
transparent; the hardness of Hard rigid board (strongly silicificated) is grade 5~7, slightly transparent or opaque.

IV. Hard Quality Chicken-blood stone: produced from both old and new pits, it is the product after silicification
during mine formation, the geological name is cinnabar-containing silicificated tuff or cinnabar-containing siliceous
rock; the main composition is SiO2, the hardness is over grade 7. The blood is vivid and not easy to fade. It will be better

when there is Dong surface.

ROABERA

Original stone of Dahongpao

AMAE: 10EK X4EXK X2 .5E K
Specifications:10cm X 4cm X 2.5cm
EE. 210

Weight:210g



