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PREFACE
(&)

Overview

Mastery of pronunciation is one of the keys of language competency. Uncertainty
about pronunciation discourages students from class participation, which further
blocks their progress. This book, Teaching and Training English Pronunciation Skills ,
offers a carefully devised, efficient way for Chinese students to achieve confident
English pronunciation skills. It is designed to improve both the learning efficiency of
students and the classroom effectiveness of teachers through innovations in layout;
practical, tested lesson plans; natural progression of skills; and structural coordina-

tion with the standard middle school textbook.
Improved visual design and natural progression

The peculiarities of English spelling make pronunciation especially challenging to
learn and to teach. Phonetic symbols have long been used as a teaching aid, but many
students never achieve a strong working knowledge of these symbols and so get little
benefit from them. In this book, phonetic symbols are presented directly above the
vocabulary word, allowing the students to sight-read them almost simultaneously rath-
er than having to look away to find the phonetic key. This layout facilitates memori-
zation—a small advance in optical efficiency that will give a big payoff to a conscien-
tious student.

The lessons in this book progress naturally from basic phonics (correct sounds) to
whole words (combining sounds properly); to phrases and finally, to sentences and
paragraphs (adding intonation and phrasal fluency to the correct pronunciation of in-

dividual words). Linked voice recordings are used to reinforce phonetic accuracy.
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Synergy with standard textbook

The structure of this book follows that of the standard English-language textbook
used in Chinese middle schools, thus réinforcing and enhancing, rather than compe-
ting with, other English classes the students may be taking. This synergistic approach
further simplifies the tasks faced by both students and teachers.

The lesson plans presented in the book were developed and tested by teachers and
refined using instructor feedback about what was most effective. These lesson plans
benefit not only teachers but also students, who can refer to them for advance prepa-
ration in areas where they need extra help; for review and exam preparation; and for

working in tandem with the official course textbook.
Overall strategy

In short, the overall strategy of this book is to give students and teachers the
maximum return for their investment of time and effort, both in the short term of a

single middle school course and in the long term as successful English speakers.

Linda Marie Cordilia
Seattle
October 16, 2014
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