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Foreword

The Palace Museum, founded in 1925 on the basis of the imperial palace
of Ming and Qing dynasties and its collections, is the most magnificent and
collection-abundant national museum in China, as well as a world famous treasury
of cultural artifacts. The Palace Museum houses a collection of 1,800,000 pieces
of cultural artifacts, mainly composed by four parts: the royal collection of Qing
court, accumulation and purchasing, allocation by the government, and donation
from the public and private.

Donation is an important part of the Palace Museum’s collection, showing
the sincerity of donators to protect China’s cultural artifacts and their trust and
expectation towards the Palace Museum. Since the Palace Museum began to
receive private donation in 1939, there has been over 30,000 pieces of cultural
artifacts donated by 700 donators, covering almost all the categories. Among
all the donations, those donated by Mr. Sun Yingzhou is quantitatively and
qualitatively second to none. The abundant and high-level donation of Sun
Yingzhou has played an important role in amplifying the Palace Museum’s
collection.

Mr. Sun Yingzhou was a renowned cultural artifacts collector and connoisseur
in modern China. He has devoted all his life to collecting and studying cultural
artifacts, and was skilled in the appraisal of cultural artifacts, especially archaic
ceramics. From 1956 to 1966, Mr. Sun was engaged to work in the Palace
Museum’s Ceramic Research Office and Displaying Department. In the 1950s and
1960s, Mr. Sun has successively donated 3,000 pieces of private collection to the
Palace Museum, which enriched the Museum’s collection, and won Mr. Sun honor
from the government. The collection covers categories of ceramics, rhinoceros
horn, lacquer ware, enamel, sculpture, Buddhist statues, furniture, glassware, ink,
inkslab, bamboo, wood, ivory, bones, bronze ware and seals, etc., among which
ceramics amounts to more than 2000 pieces.

M. Sun Yingzhou’s excellence in cultural artifacts appraisal comes from his

diligence and capacity for understanding. The enrichment of collection categories



and refinement of quality demonstrate his profound knowledge in appraisal.
Having the ability of appraising almost all kinds of cultural artifacts, Mr. Sun
Yingzhou was especially accomplished in archaic ceramics appraisal and was
universally acknowledged as a master in this field. His skill in appraising Xuande
imperial porcelain, which was in a high degree of professional proficiency, has
won him the reputation “king of Xuande porcelain”.

During his tenure of office in the Palace Museum, Mr. Sun Yingzhou
played an important role in appraising collected cultural artifacts. Relying on
his rich experience in appraisal, especially in the appraisal of archaic ceramics,
he has reexamined and re-evaluated the Museum’s ceramics collection. What’s
more, he has trained a group of experts in archaic ceramic appraisal, among
whom there are masters like Mr. Geng Baochang, laying solid foundation for the
Palace Museum’s archaic ceramics research. Under the assistance of the Palace
Museum’s working team for ceramics research, Mr. Sun has published a series
of thesis, which is a scientific summary and theorization of ceramics appraisal,
for the convenience of people to study. The appraisal experiences concluded in
these articles play an important part in advancing researchers’ professional skill,
providing a guiding significance in archaic ceramics appraisal.

Mr. Sun Yingzhou has won his reputation by dedication, strong sense of
responsibility and rigorous attitude to study. In 2013, on the 120™ birthday
anniversary of Mr. Sun, the Palace Museum is planning to hold memorial activities
like the exhibition “Selected Collection from Sun Yingzhou’s Donations”, and to
convene “Symposium on Sun Yingzhou’s Academic Thoughts”. On one hand, the
aim is to commemorate the great contributions Mr. Sun has made to the Palace
Museum, paying respect to his spirit of serving the country and willing to devote.
On the other hand, these activities will propagate his lofty morals, helping people

better know this model in the field of cultural artifacts collection.

Director of the Palace Museum

Shan Jixiang
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Preface

Mr. Sun Yingzhou is one of the predecessors in the circle of China’s
cultural artifacts and museology, a famous ceramics expert of the 20™ century.
Being excellent in collection, appreciation, appraisal and academic research, he
has devoted all his life to the research of archaic ceramics and other artifacts,
especially ceramics. He was no doubt a pioneer in the field of archaic ceramics
appraisal.

Mr. Sun had a profound learning and world famous reputation. He has
founded an appraisal theory respected and accepted in the ceramic circle.
In 1930s, Mr. Sun has got a thorough knowledge of the ceramics from past
dynasties, and was first to identify the Five Famous Wares of the Song dynasty,
and the ceramics from Yuan dynasty, through Ming dynasty’s Yongle, Xuande,
Chenghua, Hongzhi periods, to Qing dynasty.

In 1956, Mr. Sun was engaged to the work of researching and appraising
in the Palace Museum. In 1964, he was elected member of the 4™ national
committee of CPPCC.

Mzr. Sun had a frank and generous natural disposition. In 1950, to back
the War to Resist U.S. Aggression and to Aid Korea, he sold some of his art
collections and donated the money to the country. In 1956, he donated all
his art collection of over 3300 pieces to the Palace Museum which he loved,
among which ceramics amounted to 2000 pieces, and 25 pieces are first-grade
collection. This incomparable patriotic deed has won for him the reward from
the government. As a pioneer of cultural artifacts and museology who loved
his country, and its culture and cultural artifacts, his demeanor will go down in
history forever.

In 2003, the 110" anniversary of Mr. Sun, in memory of his contribution to
China’s museology cause, the Palace Museum published a catalogue The Ceramics
Waorld of Sun Yingghou, which includes 254 pieces of artifacts picked from the over

2000 ceramics donations, among which 163 pieces were selected to be displayed
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in the exhibition “Sun Yingzhou’s Ceramic Donations”.

This year is the 120™ anniversary of Mr. Sun, owing to great reverence and
memory of him, leaders and colleagues from the Palace Museum decide to hold
more activities to commemorate this role model. Director of the Museum Shan
Jixiang has paid close attention to it.

Mr. Sun taught with tireless zeal and has got pupils all over the world. I was
fortunate enough to learn ceramics after Mr. Sun from 1936 to 1945. During
the period from 1956 to 1966, 1 had the chance to work with him in the Palace
Museum, studying on ceramic. These experiences has benefited me a great deal.

During the period he worked in the Palace Museum, Mr. Sun has enriched
the Museum’s collection, and led the staff to discriminate and appraise the
collection, making many oblivious curiosa discovered. More praise-worthy was his
contribution to the Palace Museum’ personnel training.

Since 1956, Mr. Sun has committed himself to summarizing appraisal theory,
and under the assistance of the Museum’s ceramics work team, he published
several papers on cultural artifacts appraisal.

As a pupil of Mr. Sun, I am at the age of 91 at present. It is a great honor to

make humble effort in my remaining years to commemorate my late teacher.

Geng Baochang
July 14, 2013 in Beijing
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