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Proposal for an addition to a fanciful French dictionary

MUTABILIS

Noun masculine /feminine from the
Latin Mutabilis = subject to variation,
Cic. 1* century B.C. or confraction
of the Latin expression “Mutatis
Mutandis” (what should have been
changed, having been changed)
+ “abilis" (capable of). Gifted with
the capacity to discern and carry
out imperative transformations.

A living organism that appeared
roughly a decade ago, and which
has since been spotted frequently
in France, Europe and elsewhere
(suspected ubiquitous capabilities).
Of the Landscaper order, Gardener
family.

Natural range / behaviour

The Mutabilis is often observed
striding along deteriorated terrain
and the drab universes found in
urban, suburban or rural zones,
which it appears to enjoy
metamorphosizing into spaces
that are teeming with life, full of
imagination and versatile uses.
To complete its task, it uses an
original, pragmatic and fantastical
process needed for the imperative
objective of re-enchanting, and
as with its peers, adapting. (See

“creative adaptation".)

The Mutabilis is nomadic and
progressively leaves places after
transformation (lbehaviour described
as "passing on the torch").

The Mutabilis is gregarious: due
to taste and necessity, it always
associates with closely related
groups such as arfists, farmers,
designers, architects...

MUTABILIS Extract
Organic substance secreted by
the Mutabilis.

Utilisation:

Powerful biological accelerator
used tfo revive hostile environments,
places that are abandoned, or of
weakened evocative ability.

Active Ingredients:

Organic dreamlike-phosphorescent
components with a strong poetic frace,
though mainly acting on tangible
redlity. Contains metamorphosis.
To note: these components can
neither be synthesized nor copied.

Principle Uses:

The use of Mutabilis commonly
generatfes peaceful and impromptu
gatherings of individuals of divers

origins, especially during pleasant
weather. These formed groups
adopt a relaxed attitude and
develop an unusual, sometimes
unexpected, range of uses for the
site where they came together.
Socio-anxiolytic properties.

Side Effects:

Minimal; may nevertheless provoke
momentary knee-jerk reactions by
Normaloids and/or Conformoids. ..

Mutabiliste: Noun feminine/masculine
One who participates or appreciates
the action of Mutabilis.

The mutabilist is characterized by
an open frame of mind and an
elevated level of creativity, as well as
a sharp sense of social responsibility.
He has an activist — even combative —
soul. The mutabilists create
connections between groups that
are normally separated: artists,
farmer, philosopher, etc.

MUT: Parisian slang found in
northern sector of the 11th district, or
arrondissement = Mutabilis.
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Proposal for an addition to a fanciful French dictionary

MUTABILIS

Noun masculine/feminine from the
Latin Mutabilis = subject to variation,
Cic. 1# century B.C. or contraction
of the Latin expression "Mutatis
Mutandis" (what should have been
changed, having been changed)
+ “abilis" (capable of). Gifted with
the capacity to discern and carry
out imperative transformations.

A living organism that appeared
roughly a decade ago, and which
has since been spotted frequently
in France, Europe and elsewhere
(suspected ubiquitous capabilities).
Of the Landscaper order, Gardener
family.
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which it appears to enjoy
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To complete its task, it uses an
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associates with closely related
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Organic substance secreted by
the Mutabilis.

Utilisation:
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places that are abandoned, or of
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Active Ingredients:
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components with a strong poetic trace,
though mainly acting on tangible
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garden of giants
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A= / Client

LMCU Lile Metropole Urban
Community

SAEM Eurdlille (client representative)

&8\ / Contractor

MUTABILIS Paysage & Urbanisme,
(project representative)

Duncan Lewis Scape Architecture
DVVD, design, architecture, engineering
SOGREAH, engineering

Atelier d'Ecologie Urbaine, ecology
Arc-en-Scene, scenography

%% / Budget
5.5 M€ ex. VAT

i1 / Area
3ha

f£55 / Mission

Founding mission, EXE, synthesis, street
fumniture and accessories

i##2 / Advancement

Completed

5L / Delivery

2009
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The Garden of Giants is the result of a competition
requesting an exceptional garden that inspires
emotion in the Eurdlille neighbourhood, at the foot
of the headquarters of Lille's urban community, and
in replacement of a car park.

During the competition phase, the location seemed
complex at first glance, and the challenge a difficult one.
How does one link a periphery highway, the East cemetery,
the Matisse Park, the resolutely contemporary architecture
around the train station, the urban community's gloomy
headquarters, and a small connection to the residential
Madeleine neighbourhood?

The trick was to find a project both able to join all of the
above, while playing with each individual personality in
this urban mosaic. It was also important that the notion
of a garden be sustainable at the proper scale. The
hortus conclusus, or this enclosed garden, would provide
a platform for the expression of various aspects of the
world, by means of architectural space and plant life.
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Upon closer examination, it became clear the
proposed surface was divided into three parts, which
quickly became the garden's three spatial entities.
The section in contact with the East cemetery
was located above the future underground car
park, absorbing all the cars on the site. This space
was therefore in contact with the enfrance to the
cemetery, as well as the public coming by car fo
the community headquarters, and those coming
by foot or by bike from the Eurdlille train station. It
was located in front of the square, at the entrance
to the urban community, and was at the same level
as the periphery highway, as if fringed by Euralille's
metallic-sided buildings. Mutabilis decided to
make an open space out of this area, as much
in the physical as the visual sense, so that the site
could act as a bridge between the magnificent
trees in the cemetery and the equally excepfional
buildings in the new district. By preserving existing
horizon lines, Mutabilis made this space an opening
toward the sky, or a Cloud Square.

The second section was sandwiched between
the periphery highway and the highly visible,
unattractive community buildings, which both
dominate and look down on the space. Mutabilis
therefore opted for an introverted section, where -
in contrast with the open cloud square - pedestrians
would be enclosed within a landscape of a evergreen
nature: Grasses for Gianfs.
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