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Sam Sanzetti
was a Shanghainese—Jewish—Israeli photographer
and his most important art work was portrait photography in Shanghai.
Sanzetti was the commercial name he adopted. His real name was Semyon Liphshitz.
Sanzetti came to Shanghai from Russia in 1922 in a state of great poverty.
In 1927, he opened his studio at 171 East Nanjing Rd.
Sanzeui was an excellent photographer and his studio became an immediate success.
It employed dozens of workers and attracted many Shanghuinese,
. ncluding the rich and famous.

Sunzetti spoke fluent Chinese Mandarin and Shanghainese and married o Shanghainese lady.
He was o most colorful character and soon became a part of the high society of Shanghai.
He was also o member of the large and prosperous Tewish community of Shanghai.
Sunzett left Shanghai in 1957 for [srael where he continued his artistic work as a photographer and designer.
Sanzetti died in Israel in 1986.

Sanzetti” sstep son Moshe Deksler - kept these pictures

and his wish was 1o exhibit them in Shanghai.
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Introduction

00 years ago. a Jewish young man sailed to Shanghai alone. He worked as 4 photographer and preserved old times
of Shanghai until he moved to Israel in 1957, 90 vears later. his stepson Moshe. Deksler visited Consulate Genera)
of 1srael in Shanghai with photos treasured by his stepfather. hoping to know about work and life of his stepfather
in Shanghai. and 1o find the people fewtured in these portraits. where we can find signatures ey erywhere af this

photagrapher: Sant Sanzetti,

These old photos were posted at Weibo account of the Consulate named  “lsrael in China™  soon. In 24 hours.
one of them with more than 1000 remarks was forwarded by more than 3.000 limes, meanwhile. followers of thaul

Weiho grew from 30,000 1o 80,000,

The old photos are remarked as “freeze frame of beauty” . “plain and gorgeous” . “graceful gesture with
charming expression”  and  “epitome of wonderful times” . which show us different people such as babyish
children. passionate youth, elegant women and peaceful elders of that period. No matter what nationality or careei
they helong o, we can see graceful manner of old Shanghai here through foreign girls with wide—brimmed hat
and Tong skirt, Chinese ladies wearing Qipao decorated with a handkerchief, slim and graceful dancers. generals i

military uniform and couples with wedding dress. that recalls a golden age lost for long.

T'o achieve perfect works, like a director. Sanzetti kept seeking the most genuine element of people. He spoke
fluent Chinese. talking with people while trying all Kinds of articles and views. “He” s a real artist.”  Everyone came

to the studio highly praised for his art spirit and wonderful masterpiece.

The Meilun Building at 171 East Nanjing Road, used to be one of Sanzetti’ s studios at 73 Nanjing Road. wi
now owned by the Bund Investment Group. On June 2011, Shanghai Ark: Isreali Photographer Sanzetti "s Portra
Photo Exhibition was held there. The 6 people in photos found from Weibo also visited the exhibition. The 40—day-

exhibition attracted more than 1h.ooo people there, lingering on these old photos without any thought of leaving.

The album here in yvour hand continues this series of activities. On Jannary 2013, an exhibition of Sanzetti’
photos s part of the activities of the Shanghai Biennial will be held. the documentary film As if in the Mirror directe
by Wi Oi. Fane Hone and Xu Jianening from COTV will also be released. On this occasion. Zhongxi Book Compan:

P ~ = < {2 (= =

and Shanghai Fine Arts Publisher bring out this special photo album. For mest owners of the photos remain unknown
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