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To Write for Scholars and Display
the Spirit of Ba Chu

——A Preface to Scholars of Ba Chu
By Liu Buxiu

Mr. Lao Zi, a creator of Taoist school (a school of thought
in the Spring and Autumn and Warring States Periods, 770—221
B.C.), said, ”"There are various plants in the world,each plant
has its own root.” The articles are the same as the plants ,they
also have their own roots. During the past five years, a lot of ar-
ticles have been written by Yichang scholars publicized in the
column of Scholars of Ba Chu of the Three Gorges Hope Paper.
The "root” probably sprouted by chance, on that day special in-
spirations from both of us got resonance. ” Although on Wings of
Phoenix will never reunite. With Sacred Unicorn throb our two
hearts in thrall. ” The eloquet poem of Li Shangyin, the great
poet in the Tang Dynasty,spoke out the profound mystery of the
creator of the column of Scholars of Ba Chu.

There have been many interesting stories of making friends
by articles and poems since I engaged in phrase —mongering. It
was the article that led to my aquaintance with Mr. Yang Li(Li
Ren). Ten years ago,the unit in which he worked held a competi-
tion of soliciting articles to celebrate the 40th anniversary of
foundation of the P. R. China,and I was invited to be a judge.

Strictly speaking, it was a fair literary competition. Every



writer’s name on their work was hidden and nobody gave me any
hints. Some of the contestants were leaders and well —known
figures, but the prose which was plain,fresh and full of true feel-
ings and love moved me, the artistic talent between the lines of
the prose conquered me ,with excitement, I immediately circled
the prose the first prize. Afterwords, I knew the writer of the
finest prose was Yang Li. At that time ,Yang Li had just gradu-
ated from a polytechnic school and had started working not long
before. He was a government office worker and regarded as a no-
body. However, after ten years’ hard work, it is Yang Li who
Scholars of Ba Chu.

At the east mouth of the Three Gorges of the Yangtze Riv-

put out his outstanding work

er, Yichang is a strategically important passage between Sichuan
and Hubei Provinces. It is the birthplace and mingled spot of
bright Chu culture and unique Ba culture. Since ancient times,
people of talent came forth in large numbers in Yichang: Qu
Yﬁan, a great poet and politician of the State of Chu (about 340
B. C. —278B. C.), came from the valley of the Xiling Gorge;
Wang Zhaojun, one of the four beauties in ancient China, came
from the riverside of the Xiangxi; Yang Shoujing, a great geog-
rapher and calligrapher in the Qing Dynasty, came from the
riverside of the Qingjiang+++ Yichang people are proud of the fig-
ures mentioned above who left modern Yichang a lot of much—
told tales and precious spiritual wealth. ”For truly great men,
Look to this age alone,” at the present era, Yichang is prosper-
ous and has a galaxy of talents:: It is because a number of vari-
ous excellent experts came forth that Yichang’s splendid material

and moral civilization was founded.



Only the talented scholar cherishes talented people, Yang Li
far surpassed others in ability and wisdom, and ventured to write
the book. With a sincere soul, he went deep into the hearts of
the scholars of Ba Chu and brilliantly described the writers of
Yichang literary circles. He visited scholars with admiration and
listened to their stories carefully,showed his sympathies for their
rough lives and shared their happiness of success. Yang Li, who
wrote the book for the scholars, did a boundless beneficence!
Congratulations to Yang Li and on his book as well.

To a great extent, modern economic competition is not a
competition of resources, nor a competition of labour force, but
a competition of personnel and content of the culture, science
and technology. All achievements in science and technology, all
wealth of society are created and contributed by qualified person-

nel. If we have qualified personnel, we have everything.

In Yunji Study, February, 1999

(Liu Buxiu: Member of Chinese Writers Association,
Vice—Chairman of Hubei Writers Association)
(Translated by Liu Xuanchuan)
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