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TEXT

The Creation of the World

1

2

3_

In the beginning of creation, when God made heaven and earth,
the earth was without form and void ( Z /) , with darkness over the
face of the abyss (7{f ) , and a mighty wind that swept over the surface
of the waters. God said, “Let there be light”, and there was light; and
God saw that the light was good, and he separated light from darkness,
He called the light day, and the darkness night. So evening came, and

morning came, the first day.

God said, “Let there be a vault ( #£]ii) between the waters, to
separate water from water.” So God made the vault, and separated the
water under the vault from the water above it; and so it was; and God
called the vault heaven. Evening came, and morning came, a second
day.

God said, “Let the waters under heaven be gathered into one place,
so that dry land may appear”; and so it was. God called the dry land
earth, and the gathering of the waters he called seas; and God saw
that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth produce fresh growth,

let there be on the earth plants bearing seed, fruit-trees bearing fruit



each with seed according to its kind.” So it was; the earth yielded fresh
growth, plants bearing seed according to their kind and trees bearing
fruit each with seed according to its kind; and God saw that it was
good. Evening came, and morning came, a third day.

God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of heaven to separate
day from night, and let them serve as signs both for festivals and for
seasons and years. Let them also shine in the vault of heaven to give
light on earth.” So it was; God made the two great lights, the greater
to govern the day and the lesser to govern the night; and with them he
made the stars. God put these lights in the vault of heaven to give light
on earth, to govern day and night, and to separate light from darkness;
and God saw that it was good. Evening came, and morning came, a
fourth day.

God said, “Let the waters teem with (§EZH)- ) countless
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the vault
of heaven,” God then created the great sea-monsters and all living
creatures that move and swarm ( fEEF##8%]]) in the waters, according
to their kind, and every kind of bird; and God saw that it was good.

So he blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase, fill the waters

of the seas; and let the birds increase on land.” Evening came, and

morning came, a fifth day.

God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures, according to
their kind: cattle, reptiles ( JEf7E0% ) , and wild animals, all according
to their kind.” So it was; God made wild animals, cattle, and all
reptiles, each according to its kind; and he saw that it was good. Then
God said, “Let us make man in our image and likeness to rule the fish.
in the sea, the birds of heaven, the cattle, all wild animals on earth, and
all reptiles that crawl upon the earth.” So God formed a man from the
clay of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. Thus
the man became a living creature. Then God planted a garden in Eden
away to the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. God
made trees spring from the ground, all trees pleasant to look at and
good for food; and in the middle of the garden he set the tree of life and



the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
= God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till (#fi)
it and care for it. He told the man, “You may eat from every tree in the
garden, but not from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; for on
the day that you eat from it, you will certainly die.” Then God said, “It
is not good for the man to be alone. I will provide a partner for him.”
So God put the man into a trance, and while he slept, he took one of
his ribs and closed the flesh over the place. God then built up the rib,
which he had taken out of the man, into a woman. He brought her to
the man, and the man said:
B “Now this, at last —
' bone from my bones,
flesh from my flesh! —
this shall be called woman,
for from man was this taken.”
o And God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. Evening
came, and morning came, a sixth day.
10__ Thus heaven and earth were completed with all their mighty throng
(BZ{95)) . On the sixth day God completed all the work he had
been doing, and on the seventh day he ceased from all his work. God
blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on that day he ceased
from all the work he had set himself to do.

Reading Skills
Identifying Word Meaning from Context

To guess the meaning of an important but unfamiliar word in a
passage, try the following strategy. First, think about how the new word
is related to the topic of the reading. Second, notice the word’s part of
speech. Third, look at the words around the new word for synonyms,

antonyms, a definition of the word or word-formation clues.



Read the following sentences and try to figure out the meanings of the
underlined words, using context clues.

1. Let the earth produce fresh growth, let there be on the earth plants
bearing seed, fruit-trees bearing fruit each with seed according to its
kind.

A) producing B) supporting C) enduring D] pushing

2. So God formed a man from the clay of the ground and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life.

A) ane part of the lung B) chest
C) external openings of the nose D) body

3. So God put the man into a trance, and while he slept, he took one of

his ribs and closed the flesh over the place.
A) intense joy or delight
B) a great pain
C) a great expectation

D) a state between sleeping and waking
4. God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on that day
he ceased from all the work he had set himself to do.
A) stopped B) continued C) studied D) slept

Reading Comprehension
Can You Recognize Sequence of Events?
Put the events in the form below in the correct order (1-7).

‘He md; -a"[ li_ving épeam‘pes on "laﬂd e FATE SFRF | <Py il

1 | He separated day from night and light from darkness.

He separated the water under the vault fnmm the waber almve It;
‘_Hemadeamanandlwoman P R

| He made the earth and seas P okt

| He maéa all hvimg area@ures in the water&
He eeased fr'bm all the work he had sat humaabf t:o dn
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Vocabulary Building
Word Families

When you learn a new word in English, it is helpful to learn words
in the same “family” that form different parts of speech. Learning all

these parts of speech can help you to build your vocabulary.

Complete the chart with the missing parts of speech, using your
dictionary to help you.

; B A5 = 7 : mighty
2, separate

3. creature

4. living

5. light

B. , : ‘ countless

Open Questions

1. What influence does The Bible have on the Western literature? Give
some examples.

2. It is said in The Bible that God formed man from the clay of the ground.
Compare this idea with similar myths in China.

3. What is your opinion on the Garden of Eden in The Bible?

4. God let man rule fish, birds, cattle, and all animals on earth. What is
your opinion on this?

Knowledge Extension

I (EZ2)ERBMNTEASNED., HHFEEFHMEEEN, (Z2) ARBEHFNE
BiERRH— P EERNALD, MM Z A FERRREUCPEE TR, XRTR
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2. (E%) (The Biblesi The Holy Scriptures) (3 {[H49) ( The Old Testament) F1 { #i#))
(The New Testament) TS 4 85k, (IHL) BEREAANE (Hebrew) SREN, #
HY &2 L7 6118 i 57 B 88 12 /A To Rl 13004 Z 2 o Al 1004E Al & UM Ak, BAFEsk A

WNHEMFREE. (HY) NERBEI, XL AFEX (Judaeo-Greek) 5,
A4t POFENEFE T HTIRESHEAES, B, (Z2)ETH
T 3CRA (The Vulgate) , HEREREEMMSHERET R, 2ITI7HEY, KEB
B — IS L 47 B, ERFH =R - KB EH (Lancelot Andrews) E# T,
SV AIETER, WEHATINEEXHRTRIZES., XM 2GR EFRERL,
B ENEE (KEXZ) (The Authorized Version, X ¥\ The King James Version) , [ EH
NEHFMEE, RHBARRIES, BRTEAFERN “Z230K" (the biblical
language) .

3. BM(EZ)NERFEENNEEE, CERESENWNEZAE LEEREK M
FEEW. FEHERANIFEA. X8, ZRARUZEHEEV, QEHRDRGEE,
WEAFILZE XN BERE - 555 (Leonardo da Vinci) AT ZfE (R
HRIIEAE) ( The Last Supper) , BE 17 2 X2 R Y5 (Bunyan) FIXC ¥ ZE (KEF
2 ) ( The Pilgrim’s Progress) , S E 171t 42 A ¥ A\ 28 /R 4H ( Milton ) f943% ( & fRE)D

( Paradise Lost) . {2 =) ( Paradise Regained) F ( 7112 7)) ( Samson Agonistes) %
EHE(Z2) PRsE .

God can only do for you what He can do through you.

— Eric Butterworth



Section B

Preface

“EEREL" (The Birth of the Messiah) % H ( £4 ) I ($4) . (¥14) £
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BNk, VR R G A RE ik A BB £ TS, AR MBRENEmN
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Moy, (FA) RARIE XS, XX FERPRNRE Z#ER.

TEXT

The Birth of the Messiah

1

This is the story of the birth of the Messiah ( #{ ttt =E#K ) . Mary
his mother was betrothed to ( ¥B.%4%) Joseph; before their marriage
she found that she was with child by the Holy Spirit. Being a man of
principle, and at the same time wanting to save her from exposure,
Joseph desired to have the marriage contract set aside quietly. He
had resolved on this, when an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream. “Joseph son of David,” said the angel, “do not be afraid to take
Mary home with you as your wife. It is by the Holy Spirit that she has
conceived ({£%2) this child. She will bear a son; and you shall give
him the name Jesus Savior (#{{ & ) , for he will save his people from
their sins.” All this happened in order to fulfill what the Lord declared
through the prophet ( 5:%]) : “The virgin ( #pi %) will conceive and
bear a son, and he shall be called Emmanuel”, a name which means
“God is with us”. Rising from sleep Joseph did as the angel had
directed him; he took Mary home to be his wife, but had no intercourse

with her until her son was born. And he named the child Jesus.



