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Revival of Art
— Impression of the contemporary Russian painting

Peicheng Zhang

China in the 1950's, with its strong orientation towards Realism, established Soviet art as a classic for a whole generation.
Nowadays, China is embracing the outstanding cultures from every nation, and with a much broader vision. Much Euro-
American contemporary art is reappearing in the art practices of our young generation as well. Meanwhile the attitude towards
Soviet art is moving towards the other extreme. People express disdain for Soviet art. It seems that Realism is out of date and no

longer meaningful.

In fact, with the popularity of contemporary art the significance and value of Soviet and Russian Realism are being taken
into consideration. What's more, the contemporary Russian painting which has its origin in Realism presents diversified forms
and styles. The exhibit gives us a glimpse of how inheritance and innovation exist in Russian paintings today. These artists all
worked and studied in the famous Repin Academy of Fine Art. They have the same goal of singing praise of the beauty of
humanity, and they are deeply interested in narrative subject painting. Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, ideas from
Euro-America inevitably influenced contemporary Russian artists. However, contemporary Russian art seems to be more of a
revival of early Russian modernism than the simple adoption of Euro-American ideas. At the end of the 19th century and at the
beginning of the 20th century, the themes and concepts represented in “The Wanderers” was no longer openly advocated
by Russian young artists. The modernist styles from Paris, then the centre of European arf, unavoidably influenced Russia. A
group of artists gathered around the association "Art Magazine”, although their artistic opinions were not entirely the same.
They had one thing in common however, they were all not satisfied with the condition of art in Russia at that time. The result
was that art circles in Russia were very lively before Russian Cultural Revolution; all kinds of art schools from Paris had received
replies. Notable figures include W.Kandinsky and K.C.Malevich, the founders of abstract art, and the expressionist Marc Chagall,
all of whom were born in Russia. K.C. Malevich both lived and worked in the Soviet Union. Malevich was encouraged by the
Soviet government in 1930's before soviet politics demanded Socialist Realism from its arfists. His contributions to the "New-
Primitivism" and “Suprematism’ movements still excel beyond the thoughts of some contemporary artists in Russia. As far as I'm
concerned, the efforts by contemporary Russian artists are something of a revival of early Russian modernism .We should have
a greaf deal of respect for Malevich's position on art. On the one side, he appealed for radical change, yet on other, he was
also strongly concerned about Russian national art. He claimed that new architects could put aside Rome and Greece and

express themselves with new languages of architecture. He said that we had to throw the remains of Greece intfo cremation

aseyald



so that we could encourage our people to move into a new era. However the Soviet Union underwent a shackling of its
culture over several decades, and with its rise, the flower symbolizing free human expression withered. Besides, painter Tetyana
Yablonska absorbed folk art in her works, decorative oil painting styles were also popular in the 1960's, but these rarely entered
mainstream Russian arts. Today, by the innovation of politics and government in Russia, Russian art is wide open for exploration

and we have recorded these changes in the book.

The painting style of Yuriy Goryuta has become very brisk and vivid. Such freedom and ease is seldom seen in the contemporary
work of other arfists. In the painting "Haircutfing", the composition is no longer rigidly constructed, but has become more
organically arranged instead. The background, a group of pictures placed randomly, is strongly impacted by western collage
techniques, and shows a strong intention of breaking the objective space. The painter Alexander Bogosian seems fo be more
interested in portraits. The boy in the painting titled "Nights" and the maiden in “Girl Holding Apple" both remind us of the
quiet and grace found in classical painfings. In contrast to the thicker tone of classical paintings, a dim light in the paintfings
have made a difference. The realistic technique applied to the creases in the clothes and the lighting of the face and four
limbs not only produced decorative effects but also kept the artistic quality which exists in the painting. Likewise, the painting
“Fishing Season" by Alexander Sergeevich belongs fo the realistic painting style, but it creates a wonderland as well. The fish
and the person are in a space beftween the “realistic and the unrealistic”. This super-realistic expression creates a dreamlike

atmosphere. However it's obvious that academic study and work has left its mark on these artists.
The contemporary art of today is getting more and more popular and prosperous. The exhibit will return to its consideration

of the anxiety concerning the easel painfing, the true sense of contemporary art, the advantages and disadvantages of the

academic school, etc. Because we have tfravelled the same rugged path, we share the same memories.

References: The Collected Works by the World Famous Artists: K.C. Malevich , Hebei Education Publishing House
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Welcome to the Realistic-Painting Exhibition. You will feast your sights on the artworks by the participating artists who are well
known and all from Repin Academy of Fine Art. As the loyal inheritors of the Classical Art, their works are reflecting their passion
to pursue the beauty and the artistic creation from what seen in our world. Their artworks represent the developing trend of the
contemporary realistic painfing.

High-Standard professionalism puls sharp expression equals Russian Contemporary Realism.

A.C. Charkin

The St. Petersburg State Academic Institute of Fine Arts, Sculpture and Architecture
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Vasiliy lvanovich Chuligin 1947, born in Vasil'ev

Village, Vagnesh Region 1974,admitted to the stage

design department of the Repin Academy of Fine Art

1988, Honored Art Worker of Russia
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Vasiliy Ivanovich Chuligin
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155%x250cm / 2003
#EsHE Oil on canvas
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