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Introduction

Writing is essential to college
students both for their academic
study and their preparation for
future work. Students are expected
to perform a diversity of writing

tasks. To do so, they need to
develop knowledge of different
types of writing and the process of

writing.

The writing process is usually composed of the following stages:
¢ generating ideas by brainstorming or free writing;

* planning the structure or organization of the writing;
= writing and revising;
e editing.

During the free writing period, the writer pools different aspects of a topic,
comes to a decision about what to write and then starts gathering information about
the topic. At the organization stage, he or she decides on what structure to follow in
writing and how to organize ideas. In the actual writing and revising stage, the writer
goes through several drafts to experiment with different ways of expressing ideas
and refining the style. In the final editing stage, he or she considers the consistency
of content and the format of writing and corrects grammar, punctuation and other
features.

One thing for student writers to keep in mind is that ideas do not shape
automatically, and writing does not usually occur in a neat order. Many times,
students can find themselves stuck with a topic for quite a while without making any
progress with the assignment. However, if they persist in going through the process of
generating ideas, they can come up with work substantial enough after several trials.
Furthermore, writing stages overlap and reinforce each other. Most writers go through
various stages of writing simultaneously — forming ideas, exploring new methods
of organization, and searching for the right words to express ideas at the same time.
Finally, writing is a very individual enterprise. No two persons write exactly the same. It
is better for students to find their own comfortable way to approach writing tasks so as

to write in an active and confident manner.



Now let’s look closely at the writing process.

STAGE1 Generating ideas — what to write about

When given a writing assignment, students need to take time to understand
the assignment and decide what to write about, considering the length, purpose,
audience, and their own knowledge about the topic. You may ask yourself:

Isita two-page paper or a ten-page one? How much time do I
need to spend on completing the task?

~ Am I writing in this assignment to persuade others to take action,
_. to inform my audience, or just to express my own feelings or
~ opinions?

Other purposes include:

s to analyze * {0 entertain

e to hypothesize ® to summarize

e to question ® to report

e to recommend ® to suggest

e to evaluate * to recount’

"« todescribe e torequest

® to instruct

Which purpose can I fulfill best in my writing?

Who are they? My teacher? Classmates? Experts or professionals?
Officials?

Why would they like to read my writing?

- How much background knowledge do they have for the topic? (For
example, my classmates and I know much about bio-engineering
because that is our major, but how about my English teacher?
Does she know much about this field?)

1. intimidated by: afraid of, overwhelmed by #-+----"F4£; Ff-----
2. recount: to tell sb. about sth., especially sth. that you have experienced #i&



| What do I know about this tc;pic?

ﬁw What do I need to find out about this topic?

- What can I learn after I complete this writing assignment?
Where can I get more information about this topic? What are the

In this particular period, students are encouraged to use free writing to narrow
down the topic and find the most interesting part they want to write about. After free
writing for about five or ten minutes without stop, look at what you have written on
the paper, underline the ideas you want to further explore, and structure your essay
around those ideas.

STAGE 2 Planning writing — what structure to follow

After you have generated enough ideas for writing, it is necessary to group
the ideas to see how you can structure your essay, One way to do so is to use the
clustering method. Clustering is a way of visually arranging your ideas so that you can
see immediately where ideas belong and whether or not you need to include more
information. To begin clustering, choose a word that is central to your assignment.
For example, if you are writing a paper about the value of college education, you
may choose the word “expectations” and write that word in the middle of a piece of
paper. Circle “expectations,” then write words all around it — words that occur to
you as you think of “expectations.” Write down all the words that you associate with
“expectations,” words that at first may seem to be random. Write quickly, circling
each word and grouping words around your central word. Connect your new words
to previous ones with lines. When you feel you have exhausted a particular avenue of
associations, go back to your central word and start again.
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Clustering is a process of discovery. By looking at the words you have jotted down
on the paper, you find the inherent logic of your ideas. Some words will take you
nowhere; with other words, however, you may discover that you have many related
words to write down. Random associations may eventually become patterns of logic.
Clustering does not take the place of a linear, traditional outline, but as the example
shows, it allows you to explore ideas before committing them to a particular order.
After completing the process, you may try to get more specific by moving outward
from the center of the paper. Try to identify the facts, details, examples and opinions
that expand your main points.

Before you actually decide on the structure of your writing, you need to consider
your essay’s thesis. A thesis is the main idea of your essay, its central point. It controls
the organization of your essay and specifies the purpose of your writing. You always
need to state your thesis and develop your essay in a way that supports your thesis.
There are certain criteria you can follow to find out whether you have written down a
strong thesis statement.” '

1. A strong thesis takes some sort of stand’.

Your thesis needs to show your conclusions about a subject. For example, if you
are writing a paper on fitness, you may be asked to choose a popular weight-losing
product to evaluate. Here are two thesis statements:

There are some negative and positive aspects to the Banana Herb Tea Supplement.

This is a weak thesis. First, it fails to take a stand. Second, the phrase “negative and
positive aspects” is vague.

Because the Banana Herb Tea Supplement promotes rapid weight loss that results
in the loss of muscle and lean body mass, it poses a potential danger to customers.

This is a strong thesis because it takes a stand.

2. A strong thesis justifies discussion.

Your thesis should indicate the point of discussion. For example, if your assignment
is to write a paper on kinship® systems, using your own family as an example, you might
come up with either of these two thesis statements:

My family is an extended family.

This is a weak thesis because it states an observation. Your reader won’t be able to tell
the point of the statement, and will probably stop reading.

1. The following four points are adapted from “How to Tell a Strong Thesis Statement from a Weak One”,
retrieved 7 May 2014 <http://www.indiana.edu/~ wts/pamphlets/thesis_statement.shtml#strongthesis>.
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