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PREFACE

ia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) was established in 1989.

At that time, the Cold War was drawing;to an end and the international

situation was moving towards relaxation. The economic factors were

carrying more weight in international relations. The trend towards eco-

nomic globalization and trade and investment liberalization was gaining

momentum and more and more regional economic groups were established.

The Asia-Pacific economy presented promising prospects of growth. It

was against such a background that APEC came into being. For over a

decade, APEC has acted in line with the purposes of interdependence,

adherence to an open multilateral trading system and reduction of regional

trade barriers in order to sustain economic growth and development of the

region for the common good of all its people. It has conducted trade,

investment, economic and technical cooperation under the principle of

consensus-building and voluntary participation, thus contributing signifi-

cantly to the economic growth and development in the Asia-Pacific re-

gion and the world at large. APEC is now the region’s top-level and most

influential organization for economic cooperation and has 21 members,

i.e. China, Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Hong Kong of China,

Indonesia, Japan, ROK, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New

Guinea, Peru, the Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand,
the United States and Viet Nam.

China became a member of APEC in 1991. Since then China has
fully taken part in various APEC activities in a spirit of active participation,

seeking common ground while shelving differences, and promoting

cooperaiton. Chinese President Jiang Zemin attended all eight APEC

Economic Leaders’ Meetings and put forward his views and proposals

on a series of important issues, which attracted worldwide attention. China

has also taken an active part in APEC meetings and activities at other

levels in the economic, trade, scientific and technological, education,

energy, transportation and industrial and commercial fields and made

important contributions to the development of APEC, which in turn has




greatly boosted China’s reform and opening-up and promoted China’s

relations with other APEC mer ibers.
The world has crossed the threshold of the 21st century. The rapid
advancement of science and technology, the acceleration of globaliza-

tion and the development of the New Economy promise tremendous op-

portunities for the Asia-Pacific economic growth and bring a series of

challenges to the region as well. In this context, the 9th APEC Eco-

nomic Leaders’ Meeting is to be held in Shanghai, China in October

2001. This is an important meeting in APEC history. The hosting of

APEC 2001 represents a major diplomatic move on the part of China at
the outset of the new century. As host of APEC 2001, China hopes that
the 9th APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting will help all APEC members

gear up for the 21st century and that all of them will be able to maximize

advantages while minimizing disadvantages, explore and expand devel-

opment opportunities, enhance cooperation, and promote common pros-

perity so that APEC China 2001 will go down as a monumental chapter
in the annals of APEC.

In celebration of APEC China 2001 and thanks to the efforts and
unreserved support from all parties concerned, we have compiled and
published this picture album “ACHIEVING COMMON PROSPERITY
THROUGH PARTICIPATION AND COOPERATION: CHINA AND
APEC COMMUNITY” . The album, with its many precious pictures,

aims at showing its readers, from the perspective of China’s involve-

ment in APEC, Chinese leaders’ presence at the previous APEC Eco-

nomic Leaders’ Meetings, a brief record of APEC history, China’s par-

ticipation in APEC activities at all levels and China’s preparations for
APEC 2001 and the related activities. It is believed that the album will
help its readers gain more knowledge and a better understanding of APEC
and of the great significance of APEC China 2001.

This picture album is also a token of our best wishes for a com-
plete success of APEC China 2001.







CHINA, A NATION ADVANCING
IN REFORM AND OPENING-UP




