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ABSTRACT

The power relationship between universities and governments is not only
a lingering and changing problem in higher education field, but also a hot
issue of the reform of higher education system both at home and abroad in
recent years. Comparing with universities of other countries in the world,
American universities have more autonomous power, which is closely related
to the boom and prosperity of American universities. In the meantime, the
intervention of U. S, governments is very significant to the development of
American universities. Therefore, the following research not only has the
significant theoretical value but also the important practical meaning in the
current background of domestic higher education reform: to elaborate the
evolution of university autonomy and government intervention, to conclude
the characteristics of the power relationship between American universities
and governments, and to induce the inherent evolutionary law. American
universities in this dissertation refer to all the traditional colleges and
universities, exclusive of the virtual colleges and universities and the for-
profit private colleges and universities.

The relationship between university autonomy and government
intervention is that of unity of opposites; therefore, it is required to probe
into the external intervention, especially government intervention in
studying university autonomy. In this study, the historical evolution of the
relationship between the universities and the governments in the U. S, are studied
from two aspects: university autonomy and government intervention, from which
the characteristics and the development trend of the power relationship
between the universities and the governments in the U. S. are summarized.

In the colonial period of North America, influenced by various factors,

a university autonomy pattern was shaped with the early colleges governed
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by a corporation of laymen board of trustees. Although the colleges were
somewhat intervened by the governments, they were generally autonomous.
After American War of Independence, the status of university autonomy was
consolidated by the verdict of the Dartmouth College Case. The autonomy
pattern of the public universities modelled that of the private universities.
However, the degrees of autonomy among the public universities were far
more different. The system of education - governed by the states was carried
out after the independence of the U. S. ; therefore, the legislative, judicial,
and administrative departments of the state governments were all involved in
the control of the universities. The Federal Government was not authorized
by the Federal Constitution to govern education, but it successfully got
involved into affairs of higher education via presenting terra and subsidizing
based on the requirements raised by the society for the development of
higher education. Impelled by various factors, the Federal Government
reinforced the intervention of higher education after World War [I. The
approaches for intervention included making policies and laws, applying
appropriation and funding, etc. All of the state governments also reinforced
the governance and co-ordination of higher education after World War [].
Their approaches for higher education governance and co-ordination were
similar to that of the Federal Government, but their degrees of controlling
higher education were deeper than that of the Federal Government. Although
some new changes had emerged in the interior governance of universities
after World War [I , the pattern of the corporation autonomy of the laymen
board of trustees had not changed much. Moreover, some mechanisms for
protecting university autonomy had come into being in the interaction
process of university autonomy and government intervention.

Several important characteristics of the power relationship between
American universities and governments have emerged in the long-term history
of American universities. They are as follows: the stability of the pattern of
university corporation autonomy with the laymen board of trustees as the highest
authority in the colleges and universities, the dominance of the intervention

agents outside campuses, and the differences of the government interventions.
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The development trend of the power relationship between the universities and the
governments in the U. S. will be like this: the general trend of the government
intervention will be intensified whereas the pattern of the university autonomy
based on corporation with laymen board of trustees as the highest authority
in the colleges and universities will not change. The coordination of
university autonomy and government intervention will be a permanent task.

Key Words: Universities and Colleges in the United States, Power

Relationships, University Autonomy, Intervention of Government
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