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(EXLRZ)

Zhang Junmai (tzu Jia-sen,also known as Carsun Chang in
the West,1887—1969)was from Jiading,Jiangsu province.He was a
philosopher,a jurist,a political scientist,an outstanding scholar.

This book provides a comprehensive and penetrating
introduction to the ideas of culture of the sinologist,Zhang Junmai.
It shows Zhang Junmai’s life,a life that oscillated between academic
and political spheres.It narrates and evaluates his eminent and
unconventional philosophical ideas,views on comparative Chinese and
Western cultures,theory of life,political thought (especially thought
on constitutional government).Both the creative transformation of
traditional Chinese thought in China’s process of modernization,and
Zhang Junmai’s manoeuvres among various spheres (spheres of
philosophy,culture jurispru dence,politics,etc)serve as the axis of
this book With them,the writers give prominence to the poise of the
century’s scholar that staged in the tempestuous history of modern
China.

In accordance with the four stages of Zhang’s academic and
political life,this book is divided into four chapters.

The first chapter narrates and evaluates Zhang’s childhood,early



il 2 h
AL

youth,youth and his early political activities(1887—1918).Within the period Zhang
made his first entrance into the“Kingdom of Politics”.The source of Zhang’s later
journeys to and from between academic and political spheres has been located in his
learning and living in childhood and in early youth.Our research on the early him,a
follower of Liang Qichao who involved in the constitutional movement,paved the
way for understanding Zhang’s mind and late political,cultural and philosophical
thoughts.

The second chapter narrates and evaluates his trail of thoughts in the course
of his retreat from the*“Kingdom of Politics™to the“Kingdom of Learning”(1918—
1929).During this period he furthered his studies in Europe.He assimilated German
idealism,French idealism and German theory of state socialism.-With prophetic and
sagacious insight,he discerned the crisis of Western culture and the superiority of
Chinese culture.He set off the“Controversy on Science and the Philosophy of Life”
and became one of the greatest advocates of cultural legacy of the century.Having
examined the similarities and differences between Chinese and Western cultures,he
put forward to the creative idea of the“Unity of Virtue and Intelligence.”Thus he was
one of the first generation of neo-Confucianists in the history of Chinese philosophy.

The third chapter reviews his trail of thoughts in the course of his return to the
“Kingdom of Learning”from the“Kingdom of Politics”’(1929—1969).Zhang made
great effort to realize his own theory,and organized an opposition party;he founded
“Academy of Nation and Culture”he carried out constitutional movement.Both for
his theory of “Revised Democracy”and for his idea of democratic constitutionalism
he was respected as“Father of Modern China’s Constitutionalism™.

The fourth chapter narrates and evaluates Zhang’s cultural thought and
philosophical thought in his late period(1949—1969).After his complete failure
in the“Kingdom of Politics,”’he returned to the*“Kingdom of Learning.”In this
very last golden age,Zhang travelled round the world,giving lectures on Chinese

philosophy,Western philosophy and Indian philosophy;he strived to revive



