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Preface to the Chinese Edition
By
Chris Cooper
October 2014

It is a pleasure to write this introduction to the translation of Essentials of Tourism
and I am very grateful to Dr Fangfang Shi, Director of Tourism Programs at the Surrey
International Institute and Dongbei University of Finance and Economics in Dalian for
undertaking this task.

I have visited China many times and have always enjoyed my time with students
and professors of tourism there. During these visits it has become clear to me that, in
terms of tourism, China faces many challenges - challenges that are shared with the
rest of the world. With growing affluence and a maturing tourism sector, China is set to
become the leading generator of international tourism in the world. Yet, as you all
know, domestic tourism in China is also highly significant, and it could be argued less
developed. China’ s tourism growth is just one part of the wave of change breaking
across the world of tourism. As a result, the tourism sector finds itself in transition, in
an environment of constant and unexpected change. Tourism faces a range of
challenges. These include firstly, environmental challenges — not the least of which is
climate change; seconndly, we are seeing a complete revolution in business practice as
a result of technology and globalisation; thirdly, consumer behaviour is increasingly
driven by technology, overturning traditional models; and finally, tourism faces
competition from other economic sectors for investment and labour, often to the
detriment of tourism businqsses.

You will all be facing these challenges as you begin your careers in tourism,
whether it is in the private, public or third sectors. Your tourism education will help to
make the sector more professional and equipped to deal with these contemporary
challenges and 1 hope that this book will help you in your future careers. It sets out to
provide an organising framework to understand tourism, and shows the linkages
between the constituent parts of tourism. Above all it attempts to be as contemporary as
possible, informed by my own research work and travels. Essentials of Tourism
therefore takes a disciplined and analytical approach to the teaching and learning of

tourism to give you a way of thinking. This is particularly important as you try to make
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sense of the burgeoning number of tourism journals, papers, conferences and texts,
and also when tourism is the focus of so much media attention - of course travel is a
major feature of many web sites, but it is also found in newspaper travel supplements,
TV programmes and in the explosion of travel literature. Tourism too is a controversial
activity, not just in terms of climate change, but also there are other consequences of
tourism for say, indigenous peoples. Again it is important to provide a balanced view,
taking into account the evidence, and the literature. It is important too to recognize that
as tourism matures as a subject area there are new approaches to studying and analysing
tourism to complement the more traditional ways of thinking. In this first chapter for
example, I examine one such approach - °the critical turn in tourism studies’ and
tourism is increasingly being viewed as but one form of ‘ mobility’ . But above all
tourism is an exciting subject are for study-after all most of us have experienced tourism
and can relate the material in this book to our own experiences.

I have structured Essentials of Tourism into 14 chapters to allow professors and
students to complete the teaching and learning of the ‘essentials’ of tourism in a course
over one 14-week semester. As such the book does not assume any prior knowledge of
tourism. The structure of the book was arrived at by analysing tourism curricula from
leading schools around the world and 1 then distilled those curricula into the ©essential’
elements found at the core of every course. Naturally, different institutions and different
parts of the world emphasize different aspects of tourism but the 14 chapters in this book
lie at the heart of tourism as it is taught internationally and will ensure that you are
equipped to deal with the challenges that I referred to earlier in this book. In closing, 1

wish you all great success in your tourism careers.

Chig

Oxford
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