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Abstract

In the modern world, the right to vote has been nearly universally
accepted as an individual right. Voting rights are seen as the fundamental
instrument by which voters’ political opinions are expressed, political will
is formed, and public and personal autonomy is realized. However, the
concept of suffrage as an individual right has not prevailed in Mainland of
China. In China, political elections have not become the primary
institution through which people authorize public power, make rulers
accountable or control the government. In recent years, “ human-
orientation” and a “ harmonious society” have been established as the
Nation’s guiding goals. The principle of respecting and preserving human
rights has been recognized and affirmed by China’s Constitution. Within
this framework, it is necessary to reconstruct and advocate for a theory of
suffrage as an individual right. Such a theory of the right to vote has the
potential to play a great role in reforming electoral systems and enhancing
the protection of the right to vote.

The first chapter will discuss the right to vote as a concept. The
“majority rule principle” is at the heart of the modern concept of
elections, but is absent in the Ancient Chinese concept of elections. The

chapter will also explore the relationship between the right to vote and the
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other relevant concepts such as electoral rights and the right to stand for
election.

The second chapter will discuss the nature of the right to vote. There
are six theories about the nature of suffrage. These are citizenship theory,
privilege theory, individual right theory, public duty theory, individual
right accompanying public duty theory and class theory. The chapter
reconstructs and advocates for the theory of suffrage as an individual
right. The right to vote is a human and fundamental right. The chapter will
also explore the conceptual development of the right to vote as an
individual right.

The third chapter will discuss the foundation of the right to vote. The
chapter attempts to establish the foundations for the suffrage as an individual
right as deriving from the three levels of human nature, values, and
politics. The right to vote is a requirement of the universal human nature,
as described by Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs. At the level of values,
human dignity and autonomy are the foundations of the right to vote. At
the political level, Popular Sovereignty and Representation form the
foundations of the right to vote.

The fourth chapter will discuss the logical structure and normative
meaning of the right to vote. The logical structure of the right to vote will
be analyzed by Hohfeld’s jurisprudence of rights. The normative meaning of
the right to vote will be explored through the general theory of
fundamental rights. The right to vote as a fundamental right is not only a
subjective right but also an objective norm. The scope of guarantees for the
right to vote will also be explored.

The last chapter will discuss the realization of the right to vote. It is
essential to construct and reform relevant systems in order to fulfill the right
to vote. The realization of the right to vote is related to the protection of
the other fundamental rights. The realization of the right to vote is

ultimately a systemic project. In order to put the right to vote into effect in
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China, the development and guarantee of rule of law should be given
priority. A combination of the bottom-to-top strategy and the top-to-
bottom strategy, Intra-Party Democracy and People’s Democracy, may be
the right way to expand the scope of democratic election gradually and
orderly.

This study primarily applies the methods of value analysis and
normative analysis. Some work is also done using historical analysis and
comparative analysis. The cases, regulations, and institutions regarding the
right to vote will be discussed together. This study will focus on guarantees
of the right to vote in China, but it will not be limited to specific positive
laws and institutions. This study will strive to illuminate the general
principles of the right to vote and establish a general theory of the right to

vote.

Keywords: Election; Suffrage; Right to Vote; Human Rights;
Fundamental Rights
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