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PREFACE

In Chinese philosophy, “Tao" means “way", “approach”, “method”, “principle”, “ethics”, etc. According to Lao Tze, “Human follows the land, the land follows the heaven,
the heaven follows Tao, and Tao follows nature.” Protecting the natural environment, on which our basic human survival depends, is the most essential “Tao” for sustainable
development of human beings.

In the autumn of 2011, the Academy of Arts and Design, Tsinghua University, China, and the School of Arts, Design and Architecture, Aalto University, Finland, cooperated
and successfully held an international seminar “The Tao of Sustainability — An International Conference on Sustainable Design Strategies in a Globalization Context”, which
achieved great academic success and long-term impact. Now, three years later, the two schools continue to cooperate further, and together with the School of Arts and Design,
Guangdong University of Technology, China, host “The Tao of Sustainability — An International Conference and Exhibition on Sustainable Design”. If the international seminar in
2011 was an academic exploration and spiritual feast about “the Tao of sustainability”, then this time the “International Exhibition on Sustainable Design” will further intensify and
specify the sustainable design strategy in the context of globalization, and the “International Exhibition on Sustainable Design” will be the first collective presentation and brilliant
show of worldwide sustainable design works in China. The “Tao” is conveyed by works and works develop with the “Tao”.

In these three years, our world is still in a tough time. Aggravating smog is counteracting our joy for the New Year in China. Even Finland, which is hailed as a model for
environment protection, can't remain as an outsider in global warming, and has embarrassedly passed snowless “black Christmas”, unusual warm winter and rainy summer with
high temperature. People seem to feel normal about the abnormal world environment. With the deterioration of resource and the environment, the pattern of world development
urgently needs a shift to sustainability. Meanwhile, the design industry, through its own sophisticated development as well as interdisciplinary interactions, is also exploring the way
of transitioning itself from the promoter of social consumption to the helper of restoring the harmony between human, society, and the nature. From the response to resource and
energy shortage, to the attempt to reduce environmental impact and rebuild the intimacy between human and nature, all these show that design, as it is deepening its context
and expanding its extension, and at the same time is increasingly paying more intensive and clearer attention to environmental problems and sustainable development, which is
giving a positive response and specific direction to environmental problem — the Tao of sustainability.

In 2014, the famous design institutions of higher education in China and Finland — the Academy of Arts and Design, Tsinghua University, the School of Arts, Design and
Architecture, Aalto University, and the School of Arts and Design, Guangdong University of Technology, have jointly collected and evaluated outstanding sustainable design
work worldwide, which in the most direct and vivid way to exhibit the design discipline in its inheritance and innovation as well as positive thoughts on environmental problem
and sustainable development in several professional fields. It depicts the diversified world scene in design practice and exploration. The three schools will continue to build the
platform to promote more mutual understanding, interaction and cooperation on this theme around the design field worldwide. Furthmore, they will bridge the design field and
\other domains such as business, enterprises, technology and government management.

Spstainable design shows a brand new design point of view. It's definitély not an innovation of style, genre or technology, but a revolution of design concept and ethics. It shows
the scientific biological view, prevalent ethic view and broad sharing view in art or design and it can also be seen as the most direct and effective exhibition of the designer's
ecological intelligence. It permits no doubt, and won't allow anyone to have other choices. It's the fundamental guide of human behavior and sets absolute rules to design. All
should abide by it.

So as a strategy, sustainability is the fundamental principle of our nation and even the global future development. It is not like any one of the past styles or genres that are
nonessential whims depending on human will. It is a revolution of design ethics concerning human survival: In the exploration of sustainable design theory and practice, except for
following normal social ethic regulations, the obligation and responsibility of human for ecology ethics must be taken into more account.

The above-mentioned properties of sustainable development determine the diversified ways to achieve sustainable design. It can be started from techniques or it can also
be considered from humanity. In specific practice process, if designers can try their best to get breakthroughs in terms of “saving”, “eco-friendly”, “healthy” and “long-acting”,
etc., they can be considered making a contribution to the sustainable development of human society. Except for the art quality of the design itself, the evaluation criteria of this
exhibition will concentrate more on the ecology wisdom conveyed in the work.

This time the works collected in the “International Exhibition of Sustainable Design” are from different fields of art and design. Except for experienced professional designers, lots
of works are by newly-fledged but outstanding young students. With the sense of responsibility to protect human existence environment and promote harmonious development
of human and the environment, they have had beneficial attempts and exploration with the instruction of their teachers and other seniors, which is comforting and deserves
recognition.

In the beautiful golden autumn of Beijing, China, “The Tao of Sustainability — An International Conference and Exhibition on Sustainable Design” warmly welcomes your arrival
and participation.

Zhou Haoming
Beijing, China
September 15, 2014
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