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Abstract

As the key performance appraisal of local officials by the Chinese government is
putting more focus on the construction of local Eco-Civilization, it is quite urgent to
impel the evaluation system for this issue. Appraisal is for superior to examine the
subordinate’s performances, as the “baton” that guides the promotion of Eco-
Civilization construction in government system. On the other hand, evaluation is
used by academics to analysis and confirms the actual progress of Eco-Civilization

3

construction, as the “barometer” and “ calibrator” to reflect the outcomes.
Government appraisal and academic evaluation have different functions, but could be
reference for each other and indispensable.

Compared to previous editions, the latest Eco-Civilization Construction Indices
of 2014 (ECCI 2014 ) are improved a lot. The most outstanding highlight of ECCI
2014 is the comprehension and evaluation to the degree of harmony, changing from
the harmony to the economy development only to the harmony for overall situations
for the first time realizing the evaluation of the true harmony of society and the
nature. In additions, some of the third level indices have been added or adjusted, and
the weights of some second level indices and third level indices are changed.

The research team believes that the direct goals of Eco-Civilization are healthy
ecology, good environment, and sustainable resources. It is widely accepted that
good environment and sustainable utilization of resources directly affect the survival
and development of human beings. However, the ecological system 1s more
important and fundamental as both environment and resources rely on the support of
ecological system. Ecology is the body of environment and resource, meanwhile
environment and resource are the functions of ecology. Based on this relationship,
the basic strategy of building Eco-Civilization i1s to strengthen the body and to
optimize the functions. On one hand, strengthen the ecosystem remediation and
ecological construction. On the other hand, change the unreasonable use of resources

and energies.
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According to the analysis in this book, the overall Eco-Civilization in China is
on the rise. The national annual progress index is 2. 92% in 2011 —2012, strongly
driven by national social development. The ability index of harmony development,
which reflects the relationships of resource utilization, pollution emission, and
ecological/environmental carrying capacity, has also been improved to 4.72% .
Nevertheless, the level of Eco-Civilization in China is still many years behind the
developed countries. Moreover, the overall environmental quality of China is still in
serious situation, the Eco-Civilization developments in some areas are still
unbalanced, and the cost of ecological environment is too high for the economic and
society development.

The authors of this book suggest that, on the basis of building resource-efficient
and environment-friendly society, China should make ecology protection part of her
national development strategy. Moreover, China should optimize national territory
spatial planning, by building up and implementing the national plan for different
functional zones, which is balancing compliances to the regional ecological and
environmental carrying capacity, development density and development potentials.
Furthermore, as to make sure a win-win on both economic and ecology, China
should improve the overall international competitiveness by upgrading the traditional
industries and optimizing/adjusting the industrial structure concurrently. In addition,
China should optimize the institution system of Eco-Civilization, strengthen the
execution of the institution, protect the environmental justice, and maintain the
social equity. And at the end, China should improve the statistics and release of Eco-
Civilization construction related data in time; build-up a platform for promoting the

public participation and supervision in Eco-Civilization development.

Keywords: Eco-Civilization Construction Evaluation; Ecological Vitality;
Environmental Quality; Resource Efficiency; Degree of Harmony; Progress Index;

Construction Type; International Comparison; Correlation Analysis
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