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CHAPTER 7. 2

Transport of Animals by Sea

P reamble: These recommendations apply to the following live domesticated animals: cattle,
buffaloes, deer, camelids, sheep, goats, pigs and equines. They may also be applicable to other
domesticated animals.

Article 7. 2.1
The amount of time animals spend on a journey should be kept to the minimum.

Article 7.2.2

1. Animal behaviour

Animal handlers should be experienced and competent in handling and moving farm livestock
and understand the behaviour patterns of animals and the underlying principles necessary to carry
out their tasks. '

The behaviour of individual animals or groups of animals will vary depending on their breed,
sex, temperament and age and the way in which they have been reared and handled. Despite
these differences, the following behaviour patterns, which are always present to some degree in
domestic animals, should be taken into consideration in handling and moving the animals.

Most domestic livestock are kept in herds and follow a leader by instinct.

Animals which are likely to be hostile to others in a group situation should not be mixed.

The desire of some animals to control their personal space should be taken into account in
designing loading and unloading facilities, transport vessels and containers. '

Domestic animals will try to escape if any person approaches closer than a certain distance.
This critical distance, which defines the flight zone, varies among species and individuals of the
same species, and depends upon previous contact with humans. Animals reared in close
proximity to humans (i. e. tame) have a smaller flight zone, whereas those kept in free range or
extensive systems may hawe flight zones which may vary from one metre to many metres. Animal
handlers should awid sudden penetration of the flight zone which may cause a panic reaction
which could lead to aggression or attempted escape and compromise the welfare of the animals.

Animal handlers should use the point of balance at the animal’s shoulder to move animals,

030
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adopting a position behind the point of balance to move an animal forward and in front of the point
of balance to mowe it backward.

Domestic animals have a wide - angle vision but only have a limited forward binocular vision
and poor perception of depth. This means that they can detect objects and movements beside
and behind them, but can only judge distances directly ahead.

Domestic animals can hear over a greater range of frequencies than humans and are more
sensitive to higher frequencies. They tend to be alarmed by constant loud noises and by sudden
noises, which may cause them to panic. Sensitivity to such noises should also be taken into
account when handling animals.

2. Distractions and their removal

Design of new loading and unloading facilities or modification of existing facilities should aim
to minimise the potential for distractions that may cause approaching animals to stop, baulk or
turn back. Below are examples of common distractions and methods for eliminating them:

a) reflections on shiny metal or wet floors-move a lamp or change lighting;

b)  dark entrances-illuminate with indirect lighting which does not shine directly into the

eyes of approaching animals;

c) animals seeing moving people or equipment up ahead-install solid sides on chutes and

races or install shields;

d) dead ends-awid if possible by cuning the passage, or make an illusory passage;

e) chains or other loose objects hanging in chutes or on fences-remove them;

f)  uneven floors or a sudden drop in floor levels-awoid uneven floor surfaces or install a solid

false floor to provide an illusion of a solid and continuous walking surface;

g) sounds of air hissing from pneumatic equipment-install silencers or use hydraulic

équipment or vent high pressure to the external environment using flexible hosing;

h)  clanging and banging of metal objects-install rubber stops on gates and other devices to

reduce metal to metal contact;

i) air currents from fans or air curtains blowing into the face of animals-redirect or reposition

equipment.

An example of a flight zone (cattle)

/

Edge of light zone

Blind spot
shaded gray

=1 Handler position
to stop movement

Handler position
start movement

Point of
balance
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Handler movement pattern to move cattle forward

Path to move animals forward
< ol
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Point of

Balance

Article 7.2.3

Responsibilities

Once the decision to transport the animals by sea has been made, the welfare of the animals

during their journey is the paramount consideration and is the joint responsibility of all people

involved. The individual responsibilities of persons involved will be described in more detail in this

article. These recommendations may also be applied to the transport of animals by water within a

country.

The management of animals at post - discharge facilities is outside the scope of this chapter.

1. General considerations

a)

b)

c)

Exporters, importers, owners of animals, business or buying/selling agents, shipping

companies, masters of vessels and managers of facilities are jointly responsible for the

general health of the animals and their fitness for the journey, and for their overall
welfare during the journey, regardless of whether duties are subcontracted to other

parties during trahsport. i

Exporters, shipping companies, business or buying/selling agents, and masters of

vessels are jointly responsible for planning the journey to ensure the care of the

animals, including:

i) choosing appropriate vessels and ensuring that animal handlers are available to
care for the animals;

i) deweloping and keeping up-to-date contingency plans to address emergencies
(intluding adverse weather conditions) and minimise stress during transport;

i) correct loading of the ship, provision of appropriate food, water, ventilation and
protection from adverse weather, regular inspections during the journéy and for
appropriate responses to problems arising;

iv) disposal of carcasses according to international law.

To carry out the above mentioned responsibilities, the parties inwolved should be

competent regarding transport regulations, equipment usage, and the humane handling

and care of animals.

2. Specific considerations

a)

The responsibilities of the exporters include:

.




b)

c)

d)

e)

)

g)

h)
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i) the organisation, carrying out and completion of the journey, regardless of whether
duties are subcontracted to other parties during transport;

i) ensuring that equipment and medication are provided as appropriate for the species
and the journey;

iii) securing the presence of the appropriate number of animal handlers competent for
the species being transported; _

iv) ensuring compliance of the animals with any required veterinary certification, and
their fitness to trawel,

v)  in case of animals for export, ensuring compliance with any requirements of the

. importing and exporting countries. l

The responsibilities of the owners of the animals include the selection of animals that

are fit to travel based on veterinary recommendations.

The responsibilities of the business or buying/selling agent include:

i) selection of animals that are fit to travel based on veterinary recommendations;

i) availability of suitable facilities for the assembly, loading, transport, unloading and
holding of animals at the start and at the end of the journey, and for emergencies.

The responsibilities of masters of vessels include the provision of suitable premises for

animals on the vessel.

The responsibilities of managers of facilities during loading include:

i) providing suitable premises for loading the animals;

i) provding an appropriate number of animal handlers to load the animals with minimum
stress and the awidance of injury;

i) minimising the opportunities for disease transmission while the animals are in the
facilities;

iv) providing appropriate facilities for emergencies;

v)  providing facilities, veterinarians or animal handlers capable of killing animals
humanely when required.

The responsibilities of managers of facilities during unloading include:

i) providing suitable facilities for unloading the animals onto transport vehicles for
immediate movement or securely holding the animals in lairage, with shelter, water
and feed, when required, for transit;

i) providing animal handlers to unload the animals with minimum stress and injury;

iii)  minimising the opportunities for disease transmission while the animals are in the
facilities;

iv) providing appropriate facilities for emergencies;

v)  providing facilities, and veterinarians or animal handlers capable of killing animals
humanely when required.

The responsibilities of the animal handlers include humane handling and care of the animals,

especially during loading and unloading. )

The responsibilities of the Competent Authority of the exporting country include:

i) establishing minimum standards for animal welfare, including requirements for inspection of

animals before and during their trawel, and for certification and record keeping;



j)

k)
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i) approving facilities, containers, vehicles and vessels for the holding and transport of
animals;

iii) setting competence standards for animal handlers and managers of facilities;

iv) implementation of the standards, including through accreditation of / interaction with
other organisations and Competent Authorities;

v)  monitor and evaluate health and welfare of the animals at the point of loading.

The responsibilities of the Competent Authority of the importing country include:

i) establishing minimum standards for animal welfare, including requirements for inspection of
animals after their travel, and for certification and record keeping;

i) approve facilities, containers, vehicles and vessels for the holding and transport of
animals;

ii) setting competence standards for animal handlers and managers of facilities;

iv) implementation of the standards, including through accreditation of / interaction with
other organisations and Competent Authorities;

v) ensuring that the exporting country is aware of the required standards for the vessel
transporting the animals;

vi) monitor and evaluate health and welfare of the animals at the point of unloading;

vii) give animal consignments priority to allow import procedures to be completed
without unnecessary delay.

The responsibilities of veterinarians or in the absence of a veterinarian, the énimal

handlers travelling on the vessel with the animals include:

i) humane handling and treatment of animals during the journey, including in

emergencies, such as humane killing of the animals;

i) possess ability to report and act independently;

i)  meet daily- with the master of the vessel to obtain up - to — date information on
animal health and welfare status.

The receiving Competent Authority should report back to the sending Competent Authority on

significant animal welfare problems which occurred during the journey.

Article 7.2.4

Competence

iy

2)

All people responsible for animals during journeys should be competent to carry out the
relevant responsibilities listed in Article 7. 2. 3 Competence in areas other than animal
welfare would need to be addressed separately. Competence may be gained through
formal training and/or practical experience.

The assessment of competence of animal handlers should at a minimum address
knowledge, and ability to apply that knowledge, in the following areas:

a) planning a journey, including appropriate space allowance, feed, water and ventilation

requirements;

b)  responsibilities for the welfare of animals during the journey, including loading and
unloading;
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c) sources of advice and assistance;

d) animal behaviour, general signs. of disease, and indicators of poor animal welfare
such as stress, pain and fatigue, and their alleviation;

e) assessment of fitness to travel; if fitness to travel is in doubt, the animal should be
examined by a veterinarian;

f)  relevant authorities and applicable transport regulations, and associated documentation
requirements;

g) general disease prevention procedures, including cleaning and disinfection;

h)  appropriate methods of animal handling during transport and associated activties
such as assembling, loading and unloading; '

i) methods of inspecting animals, managing situations frequently encountered during
transport such as adwerse weather conditions, and dealing with emergencies,
including euthanasia;

j)  species — specific aspects and age - specific aspects of animal handling and care,
including feeding, watering and inspection; and

k)  maintaining a journey log and other records.

3) Assessment of competence for exporters should at a minimum address knowledge, and
ability to apply that knowledge, in the following areas:

a) planning a journey, including appropriate space allowances, and feed, water and
ventilation requirements;

b) relevant authorities and applicable transport regulations, and associated documentation
requirements;

c) appropriate methods of animal handling during transport and associated activities
such as cleaning and disinfection, assembling, loading and unloading;

d)' species — specific aspects of animal handling and care, including appropriate

equipment and medication;

e) sources of advice and assistance;

f)  appropriate record keeping; and

g) managing situations frequently encountered during transport, such as adverse

weather conditions, and dealing with emergencies.

Article 7.2.5

Planning the journey
1. General considerations

a) Adequate planning is a key factor affecting the welfare of animals during a journey.
b)  Before the journey starts, plans should be made in relation to:
i)  preparation of animals for the journey;
i)  type of transport vessel required;
iii) route, taking into account distance, expected weather and sea conditions;
iv)  nature and duration of journey;
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V) daily care and management of the animals, including the appropriate number of
animal handlers, to help ensure the health and welfare of all the animals;

Vi) awiding the mixing of animals from different sources in a single pen group;

vii)  provision of appropriate equipment and medication for the numbers and species
carried; and

Vviii)  emergency response procedures.

2. Preparation of animals for the journey

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

When animals are to be provided with a novel diet or unfamiliar methods of supplying of
feed or water, they should be preconditioned.

There should be planning for water and feed availability during the journey. Feed should
be of appropriate quality and composition for the species, age, condition of the animals,
etc.

Extreme weather conditions are hazards for animals undergoing transport and require
appropriate vessel design to minimise risks. Special precautions should be taken for
animals that have not been acclimatised or which are unsuited to either hot or cold
conditions. In some extreme conditions of heat or cold, animals should not be
transported at all.

Animals more accustomed to contact with humans and with being handled are likely to
be less fearful of being loaded and transported. Animals should be handled and loaded
in a manner that reduces their fearfulness and improves their approachability.
Behaviour - modifying (such as tranquillisers) or other medication should not be used
routinely during transport. Such medicines should only be administered when a problem
exists in an individual animal, and should be administered by a veterinarian or other
person who has been instructed in their use by a veterinarian. Treated animals should
be placed in a dedicated area. _

3. Control of disease

As animal transport is often a significant factor in the spread of infectious diseases, journey
planning should take into account the following:

a)

b)

c)

When possible and agreed by the Veterinary Authority of the importing country, animals
should bevaccinated against diseases to which they are likely to be exposed at their
destination.

Medications used prophylactically or therapeutically should only be administered by a
veterinarian or other person who has been instructed in their use by a veterinarian.
Mixing of animals from different sources in a single consignment should be minimized.

4. Vessel and container design and maintenance

a)

Vessels used for the sea transport of animals should be designed, constructed and
fitted as appropriate to the species, size and weight of the animals to be transported.
Special attention should be paid to the awidance of injury to animals through the use of
secure smooth fittings free from sharp protrusions and the provision of non - slippery

09.




