


ROBINSON CRUSOE

IN SIMPLE ENGLISH

CHAPTER 1

My nameé is Robinson Crusoe, and I
was born in the city of York.! When I was
a boy it was my great wish to go to sea, as
I could not be happy in a quiet life* at home.

My father and mother tried hard® to
keep me with them, to show me it was best
for me to make up my mind" to live by their
side and not to go to strange lands far from
my friends. But in spite of® all they said T
felt I must go forth to see the wide world.

When I was eighteen years old, one day
I went to Hull,* and there I met a boy whom
I knew. His father was captain’ of a ship
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2 ROBINSON CRUSOE

which was to go by sea to London' that
very day.” This boy, who was to sail in
her, said to me, “Will you not come with
us, Rob’?” :

As he did all he could* to make me say
I would go, very soon the thought of home
flew out of my head,” and I went on board®
with him.

When we got out to sea the wind rose
and a very bad storm’ came uponus. Things
got worse and worse till at last® one of the
crew’ cried out that we had sprung a leak"’
and that the ship would soon be full of
water."" Just when we thought our end
had come'® and we must all sink into the
sea, a lightship" that was not far from us
sent a small boat out to help us.

R t!ha‘t very day &i#{gH. ° Robinson Zfjsss:
* did all he counld #sdtpint. ° flew out of my head FHifEE
v (Uit REERBEES).  ° went on board B 7 ER.
® at last ft. ° #® " bad sprung aleak BZ—@. '
full of water @tk 2 just when we thought our end had
come 2 EARZKACE. T 245



bRl o

et

ROBINSON CRUSOE 3

But so great was the storm that it could
not get near us even though the brave men
who rowed it did all in their power to pull

~ through' the wind and waves.

‘Then our men threw them out a rope®
with a buoy® to it, which they caught hold
of.* We drew.them close to our ship, and
thus we all got into the boat. We were
only just in time,® for very soon after’ we
saw our ship sink.

It took us some hours’ to reach the
shore,” but at last we did so. When we
were safe’ on land my friend thd his father
who I was and how I came to go to sea with
them. At this the captain said to me in a
very grave'® voice,"" “Young man, you ought
never to go to sea any more. You should
take this as a sign'® that you ought to live
at home.”

! to pull through ESFHGERS- @ ° #6HW. * caught
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But I did not pay much heed' to his
words, and when I left him I went at once?
to find a ship in which to sail again. I soon
made friend with® the captain of one, who
said I might go with him, I did so, and as
all went well* I had a very nice time.

But this was not the case’ on my third
trip,’ for we were met by a pirate” ship
which gave chase to’ us. We made off as
fast as we could,” but she caught us and at
last we had to fight. We all fought hard"
for our lives,'" but the pirates were too many
for us,'” so they beat'’ us. :

They broke up™ our ship and took those
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of us they did not kill as their slaves.”” In

this sad state'® I was taken into port'” and
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- was kept by fhe pirate chief’ and made to
work” for him. The rest’ of the men from

_our ship were sent to other places.

CHAPTER. ;. 11

WaiLe' I was a slave all I could think

of was how to set myself free.” At last I
found a way® to do so.

One day my master told me to go out
in a boat, with two other slaves, a man and
a boy, and catch® some fish’ for him.

When all was ready'® I went off'" with
these two, and as soon as'® we had got a good
way out' I caught hold of '* the man slave™
and threw'® him in the water. I knew he

swam'™ well and could get back' to the
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feared' my master would send a ship to
catch us. But if he did so we never saw it.

After a time Xury cried out, “Look,
“look! a ship with a sail®!” I sprang up’
and saw a large ship in full sail.® We
hung® out a flag, and made signs,” and
fired” a gun, all of which those on board®
saw, to our great joy.’

They stood still'” and were so kind as
to wait'' for us to get up to them, and then
to take us on board.

I told the captain I was from England'®
and had run away'’ from the pirates, who
had made me a slave. 1 then said I would
give him all I had as he had saved our lives.
But he would not take a thing, and even
paid"* me for the boat, which he said he
would like to keep as.it was a good one.

'@ *#. ° sprang up @ig. *in full sail MB2R. R
# “mm. "% °those on board EMEE. ° B °
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He also said he would buy Xury from
me, but I did not wish to part with' the boy
as he had been so true to me. But the
captain told me he would be very kind to him
and make him a free® man in ten years, so
when Xury said he would like to serve the
captain Ilet him go. This ship took me safe
to land once more.” But in spite of all I had
gone through I did not rest long on shore.

And then it was that I saw how true
were my father’s words, when he told me it
was best for me to stay at home. For the

‘next time I went to-sea we had not been
gone many days when a very bad storm
came on. We gave the ship up for lost,’
and all we could do was to put out the boat

and trust to the mercy of the waves.’

! to part with #8. * @#. ° once more X—%, * gave...
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This we did, but soon we saw that the
wild sea must. dash' our small craft® to
- pieces’ on the rocks." Then a huge® wave

came upon us, turned over’ the boat, and
fiung” us all into the water.

I cannot tell you how I felt® when I
sank’ into the sea, but as I swam very well
I made a last try for my life.” Each wave
asjit came was as high as" a great hill, but
each one took me a little nearer the shore,
till at last I was thrown, more dead than
alive,'” on to a piece of rock.

I caught fast hold of'® this, and when I
was able to breathe'* again I ran with all
the strength I had left'’ up the cliffs‘16 to the -
shore. And there I sat down upon. the
“grass,’” safe' from the fury’® of the waves.

4. 2. Sto pieces - *7#. ® % © turned over
@, " P Ee. °#. '° made a last try for my life
iz HELas ' as high as #m. * more dead than
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CHAPTER 1III

As soon as I knew I was safe, the first
thing I did was tolook up and thank God.'
Then I thought of the poor® men who were
with me in the boat, who had no doubt found
their graves® in the deep sea. For this must
have been the sad case, as I did not see a
trace’ of them from that time.

But though® it had not been my fate’ to
die with them, yet” I was in a very bad way.®
For 1 was wet’ to the skin,'® with no dry'’
clothes'” to put on,'* and I had no food or
water to drink.” And there might be'® wild
beasts'” upon the land where I was that

would kill and eat me.

1 pav. ? wrilRy.  ° found their graves 3% (graves i fEH
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As these fears came to me they all bu‘t1 “
drove me mad,” so that I ran up and down®
~_the shore, wrung® my hands, and cried out
loud.” When it grew dark® I was so very
tired that I sat down and tried to think how
’ could spend the night.’

At last T caught sight of® a large fir
tree’ and made up my mind" that I would
stay in it till daylight,'"" when I could see
where I was. I did so, and fell into a deep
sleep'® amid'® the thick'* green boughs."

When I woke'® it was day. All the
wind had gone, so that the sea was quite
calm.” I saw that our ship lay not far off,"®

for the tide'’ had brought her some way in.*°

1 all but #%#. ? drove me mad AEIE. % ran up and
down, mE#m%:. *mE. °*HR. *it grew dark KGR
" spend the night B%. ° caught sight of B. * fir tree &
#. '°made up my mind ¥ ''@3@. ' fell into a deep
sleep E#. '° wEa. Tt @mm Yok, @ U xm.
' not far off & '* #k. 2° some way in MAFESE-
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As soon as I saw this I thought I would go
to her and try to get some clothes and food.

So 1 took off ' my coat® and shoes® and
swam out to where she lay. I got on board
by means of* a piece of rope which hung
over the side.

The first thing I did was to go to the
bread-room,5 where I was very glad to find -
the food all quite dry. I had a good meal,’
which put new life in me.” “While I ate® 1
had a look round’ to see what T had best
take back to shore first.

What I had most need of "' was a boat
in which I could take the things to land,
but there were none,’® so I set to work'® to
make a raft'* with some pieces of wood and

masts'® of the ship.

m. 2k 2. * by means of - ° awp=z. o g
7 put new life in me pFRZM#M. ° #. ° had a look round
pE.  '° had best ##F. ' bad most need of HHE.
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I first tied' a rope round each of these
so that it could not drift* away, then I flung
them one by one® over-board." When this
" was done I went down the side of the ship
and tied them, each one to the next,” at
both ends.® I then laid two or three short
pieces of plank” across,” and so made a very
fair’ raft. . '

All this was hard work, but at last I
did it, and put on it as much as it would
hold."” 1 took a lot of bread" and rice,'”
some cheese,'® meat," cérn,’® some clothes,
and a large box'® of tools.”” As well as
these'® I found some guns, powder,’® and
shot,” also two swords,”’ all of which I put
on my raft, as I thought they would be of
great use:”

'#. ® Sk °onebyone®—. *#aut. °%%. °both
ends @@ " A#. *#H °# ' as much as it would
bold fxpmael%E. " @mE. k. Cutm Y@ Tam
*. Y@ V7 omg ' as well as these g4b.  *° ks %
F@|m. *'gl. ** of great use FHAM. .
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My next task' was to get to shore® with
my goods,” which I found by no means®
easy. Once’ I and my things were all but
cast into the sea by a big wave, but with
much care® I was at last able to guide’ my
craft’ to land. I did this with the aid’ of
an old oar'’ I had found on the ship.

_As yet"' I did not know where I was,
or if there were any other men near me.
There was a hill not far from the shore
which rose up very steep'~ and high, so I
went to the top of this to see what part of
the world'’ I was in. Then I saw I was on
an island,’* with the vast'® sea all round’’
me, and that there were no other men on it.

The next day I went back on board the
ship and got many more things. This time

1. % to get to shore - 2 #4. * by no means H7F.
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I brought a bed' to lie on and a sail with
which to make a tent.” Into this tent I put
all that the rain® or sun* could-spoil.® Then
1 made a wall® round it with chests,’ casks,’
and boards,’ so that if any wild man or
beast should come they would find it hard
to get in. ' It was dusk'® when I had done
all this, so I spread'’ my bed on the ground

in my tent, put my gun by my side, and

went to sleep.

Each day I went to the ship and brought
back a raft full of things, till I had quite a
lot for my use. Once as I came back with

some pieces of wood and iron,'® my raft’

turned over, and I and my load"’ were thrown
into the sea. But I swam to shore, while
the tide brought most of the wood and iron

in with it, so that when it was low water'*

I was able to drag'® them to dry land.

Ve el @ tERk Cnok e T4 °E
"him. CHE. YaR e Y it '* when it was
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After I had been on the island ten days,
the wind blew a great gale,’ and that night
there was a storm. When I went to look
out to sea the next day there was no ship to
be seen. She had been torn to pieces by
the waves and rocks, and had sunk into the
water. I was very glad to feel that I had
got all T could out of her while I was able.

CHAPTER 1V

- TaE next thing I did was to build a
house,” on the best place I could, to serve
me for a home’. A

I had fear that savages‘*'or wild beasts
might come upon me, which did not let me
feel safe in my tent. So I found a plain®
by the side of a hill, where I made up my
mind to live.

LxE. BB ®to serve me for a home fi#&fER. * oy
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