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Model Test 1

PRACTICAL ENGLISH TEST FOR COLLEGES (PRETCO-A)

PartI Listening Comprehension

(15 minutes)

Directions: This part is to test your listening ability. It consists of 3 sections.

Directions: This section is to test your ability to understand short dialogues. There are 5 re-
corded dialogues in it. After each dialogue, there is a recorded question. Both
the dialogues and questions will be spoken only once. When you hear a ques-
tion, you should decide on the correct answer from the 4. choices marked A),
B), C), and D) given in your test paper. Then you should mark the correspond-
ing letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the center.

Example: You will hear: W: Are you catching the 13:15 flight to New York?

M: No. I ll leave this evening.
Q: What are the two persons talking about?
You will read: A) New York City.
B) An evening party.
C) An air trip.
D) The man’ s job.
From the dialogue we learn that the man is to take a flight to New York. Therefore, C)
An air trip is the correct answer. You should mark C) on the Answer Sheet. Now the test will

begin.
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1. A) She still has enough time.
B) She doesn’t have time to finish the job.
C) She can’t finish the job by herself.
D) She has to have a rest.
2.  A) She likes the new apartment.
B) She likes to come home late every night.
C) She wants to watch TV every night.
D) She wants to find a quieter place to live.
3. A) The room is on fire.
B) There is very little breeze.
C) They are bothered by the smoke.
D) They are not permitted in the room.
4. A) The course may not be so good now.
B) Physics course is very hard to understand.
C) Taking this course is worthwhile.
D) There is no physics course this term.
5. A) Disneyland is not worth visiting.
B) All friends are dull except Tom.
C) Tom is really a bore.

D) Disneyland was so interesting that they were unwilling to leave.

Directions: This section is to test your ability to understand short conversations. There are
2 recorded conversations in it. After each conversation, there are some record-
ed questions. Both the conversations and questions will be spoken two times.
When you hear a question, you should decide on the correct answer from the 4
choices marked A), B), C), and D) given in your test paper. Then you should
mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through

the center.

Conversation 1
6. A) His daughter. B) His wife.
C) His mother. D) His girlfriend.
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A) A chess set. B) A handball set.
C) A purse. D) A pen.

Conversation 2

8.

10.

A) A teacher. B) A doctor.

C) A soldier. D) A businessman.
A) Housewives’ need for a change in their lives.

B) Housewives’ need for a proper job.

C) Men’s dissatisfaction with their wives.

D) Men's satisfaction with their wives.

A) The husband doesn’t care for his wife very much.
B) The woman doesn’t want to have children.

C) The husband doesn’t understand his wife’s feelings.

D) The woman doesn’t want her husband to go out and work.

Directions: This section is to test your ability to comprehend short passages. You will hear

Yl

12,

13

14.

15.

a recorded passage. After that you will hear five questions. Both the passage
and the questions will be read two times. When you hear a question, you
should complete the answer to it with a word or a short phrase (in not more
than 3 words). The questions and incomplete answers are printed on your test
paper. You should write your answer on the Answer Sheet correspondingly.

Now the passage will begin.

What have you got to do before you get to the departure gate?
You have to pay

What will the attendant ask you to show her when you check in?

Your , ticket and airport-tax receipt.

What will you have to do if your luggage is overweight?

You’ll have to

What chance do you have on your way to the gate?

You can buy something at

What is the key point of traveling by plane?

It is to give yourself
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Part II Structure

(15 minutes)

Directions: This part is to test your ability to construct grammatically correct sentences. It

consists of 2 sections.

Directions: In this section, there are 10 incomplete sentences. You are required to com-
plete each one by deciding on the most appropriate word or words from the 4
choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then you should mark the corresponding let-

ter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the center.

16. Michael is looking forwardto ___ his African partner at the trade fair.
A. meet B. meeting
C. be meeting D. having met
17. The general manager had his secretary _____ a press conference for their new products.
A. arrange B. to arrange
C. have arranged D. arranged
18. The message __ Mr. Smith was elected Chairman of our committee arrived just in
time.
A. which B. what C. that D. how
19. We had talked only for a few minutes __ we found we were of different opinions.
A. unless B. while C. before D. once
20. By the time you come to see me next month, I my term paper.
A. have completed B. complete
C. am completing D. will have completed
21. It’s important to provide a good environment ______ people are encouraged to make sug-

gestions at all levels of the cooperation.

A. from which B. on which
C. in which D. for which
22. The scientists wanted to keep people ____ about the breakthrough in their research.
A. inform B. informed
C. informing D. to inform
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23.

24.

25.

When he first arrived in Japan, he was surprised _ the way people greeted each other.
A. of B.to C. with D. at

Not until that day  the importance of good manners in a job interview.

A. did they realize B. they did realize

C. they have realized D. have they realized

The market economy is quickly changing people’s ideaon s accepted.

A. that B. which C. what D. how

Directions: There are 10 incomplete statements here. You should fill in each blank with the

26.
27.
28.
29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.
35.

proper form of the word given in the brackets. Write the word or words in the

corresponding space on the Answer Sheet.

Obviously, nuclear power can never be the only (solve) to energy crisis.
It was in her childhood that she read most of the books (write) by Mark Twain.
Nobody at the meeting would (belief) that the new proposal could be accepted.

If the rent is as much as $1,500 a month, water, gas and electricity should (include)

The movie was so (bore) that many of the audience in the cinema fell asleep.

Mrs. Black considered (sell) her car and her house before moving to New York.
His sister (enjoy) a better health since they came to live in that beautiful country-
side.

The local government is trying to find a new way to deal with the problem of pollution

(effective) :
That young man didn’t have enough money; otherwise he (buy) a better car.
The global average air temperature is believed (rise) in the near future.

Part III Reading Comprehension

(40 minutes)

Directions: This part is to test your reading ability. There are 5 tasks for you to fulfill. You

\ij/ 006

should read the reading materials carefully and do the tasks as you are instructed.
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Directions: After reading the following passage, you will find 5 questions or unfinished
statements, numbered 36 through 40. For each question or statement there are
4 choices marked A), B), C), and D). You should make the correct choice and
mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through

the center.

When meeting someone for the first time in America, it is customary to shake hands,
both for men and for women. Hugs are only exchanged between close friends. Kissing is not
common, and men never kiss other men.

Americans usually introduce themselves with their first name only, or, if the meeting is
formal, by their first name and last name. The common response when someone is introduced
to you is “Nice to meet you.” Unless someone is introduced to you with his title and last name
you should address him by his first name. Americans normally address everyone they meet in
a social or business setting by their first name. However, you should always address your col-
lege professors by their title and last name, unless they ask you to do otherwise.

Americans normally answer the telephone by simply saying, “Hello.” If you are calling a
business, the person answering the phone will give the name of the business and usually his
own name as well. If the person you would like to speak to has answered the phone, you
should say “hello” and state your name.

All restaurants in America accept cash for payment, and most also accept credit cards. A
few restaurants also accept ATM cards for payment. You will rarely find a restaurant that ac-
cepts checks.

It is common to have to wait for a table at a popular restaurant. There are many popular
restaurants that do not accept reservations. At these restaurants, the wait can be very long on a
weekend night, sometimes up to one hour. Many restaurants in America have a license to
serve alcohol. You can find beer and wine, and at some restaurants you can even buy hard li-
quor. The drinking age in America is 21. If you look young, be prepared to show proof of

your age when ordering alcohol.

36. What do Americans usually do when they meet somebody for the first time?
A) To exchange business card. B) To give a big hug.
C) To kiss each other. D) To shake hands.
37. If the person answering the phone is the right one you are looking for, what should you

007 \%

do firstly on the phone?
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A) Say “Hello”.
B) Say “hello” and state our own name.
C) Say “Nice to meet you”.
D) Say “How do you do”.
38. In American restaurants, which of the following ways is not used very often to pay bills?
A) Cash. B) Credit cards.
C) ATM cards. D) Checks.
39. According to this passage, which of the following is TRUE?
A) Most restaurants accept checks for payment in America.
B) People have to make reservations in popular restaurants in America.
C) Those who are less than 21 are not allowed to drink alcohol in America.
D) All the restaurants are able to sell alcohol in America.
40. In this passage, the author wants to
A) introduce some American customs
B) inform us of Americans’ politeness
C) tell us to make reservations before having dinner in American restaurants

D) tell us not to order alcohol if we are under 21

Directions: This task is the same as Task 1. The 5 questions or unfinished statements are

numbered 41 through 4.5.

How to protect children Web fans from unsuitable material on-line while encouraging them
to use the Internet has long been discussed in the USA.

For some parents, the Internet is like a jungle (#4f7 ZE#K) filled with dangers for their
children. But jungles contain wonders as well as dangers, and with good guide, some educa-
tion, and a few precaution (Tl B $jiti), the wilds of the Internet can be safely explored. “Kids
have to be on-line. If we tell our kids they can’t have access to the Internet, we’ re cutting
them off from their future,” said an expert.

Most kids have started to use search engines. Many of them are great for finding tons of
interesting Internet sites, and they can also locate places where you might not want your kids
to go. There are search engines designed just for kids. A certain software contains only sites
that have been selected as safe. The most popular way to limit access would be to use what is
known as a “content screener (i IE#%).” But this can’t be wholly reliable, and the best thing

parents can do is talk to their kids and let them know what is OK to see or do on the Internet.

\y 008
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Another way is that mum or dad is nearby when the child is surfing (%) the Internet.

41. According to this passage, which of the following is the best way to protect children
from unsuitable material on-line?
A) To use a content screener to limit children’s accesses.
B) To tell the children to distinguish the suitable materials from the unsuitable ones.
C) To buy some search engines designed for children.
D) To stay with them when they are surfing the Internet.
42. Why do some parents think that the Internet is just like a jungle?
A) Because they think it is full of dangers.
B) Because they think surfing the Internet is dangerous for children.
C) Because they think it is only suitable for adults.
D) Because they think the children will be easily lost themselves.
43. What does the word “reliable” (Sentence 6, Para. 3) mean?
A) responsible B) relievable
C) suitable D) believable
44. What's the main idea of the passage?
A) The Internet is helpful for Children’s study.
B) Children are easily influenced by the Internet.
C) Children should be protected from the Internet.
D) Children should be guided while surfing the Internet.
45. In this passage, which of the following is TRUE?
A) Searching engines can help children to select materials that fit them.
B) Content screener can fully protect the children from the bad materials.
C) Surfing the Internet is the best way to educate children.
D) The experts don’t think it is good for children to be on-line.

Directions: Read the passage and complete the information by filling in the blanks marked

46 through 50 in the table below with not more than 3 words.

Dear Sir or Madam,
I learned from “Beijing Youth Daily” Oct. 2 that your company is offering a position for a
secretary, and it’s a great pleasure for me to write to explore the possibility of seeking the job.
I graduated two years ago from Beijing University of Technology, and obtained a Bache-
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lor’ s degree in the field of business management. During my stay in the university my major
courses included macro-economics, business communication skills, marketing and computer
applications. I was especially fond of the communication skills which enabled me to deal with
people and things around well.

Upon graduation I engaged with HP Chain Branch as an assistant to the head of Market-
ing Department. My responsibilities consisted of carrying out market surveys, writing reports
and organizing meetings within the department. This two-year experience has helped me a lot
in many ways. In particular, I become increasingly aware of the importance of co-ordination
and co-operation among coworkers. I also believe that the experience will qualify me for the
current vacancy in your company.

I enclose herein my resume and some relevant documents as required. And if you need
any further information on me, I also refer you to Mr. Johnson, my ex-colleague, who is avail-
able at 021-868536984.

I appreciate your sincere consideration of me, and am looking forward to an early inter-
view with you.

Yours sincerely,

(Signature)

Application Letter
The position applied: __ 46
Degree obtained: __ 47
The first job of the applicant is an assistantin _ 48  after graduation.

Years of work experience: 49

More information about the applicant can be obtained from _ 50

Directions: The following is a list of terms of modern business management. After reading
it, you are required to find the items equivalent to(5-++--- #H[A)) those given in
Chinese in the table below. Then you should put the corresponding letters in

the brackets on the Answer Sheet, numbered 51 through 55.
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A. Accounting Manager H. HR Manager

B. Administrative Assistant I. Marketing Executive
C. Assistant Manager J. Office Clerk

D. Business Manager K. Regional Manager
E. Chairman of the Board L. Sales Manager

F. Commercial Representative M. Purchasing Manager
G. Financial Manager N. Public Relations
Example: (A) &i125 (N) AdERF
51.( )XiR&H ( IDAERR
52.( )BhEEZHE ( EHEK

53.( )Rz ( HEEE

54.( W5 &H ( DfTEBIEE

55.( )HF&HE ( IANE=ZLH

Directions: There is a short passage below. After reading it you should answer the 5 ques-
tions (No. 56 through No. 60) following it. Just write a word or a phrase for
each answer. The answers should be written after the corresponding number

on the Answer Sheet.

Most cities and/or states in the U.S.A. collect a sales tax on almost everything you buy.
You must ask when you move into a new community how much the local sales tax is, and
what items are and are not taxable. Both taxable items and the amount of tax vary consider-
ably from place to place, from one or two percent in some places up to eight or ten in others.
The New York City sales tax, for example, is currently 8%, so if you buy a pair of $ 40 shoes
you will actually have to pay $ 43.20. This makes paying and getting correct change much

more difficult, but there’ s no other way out. We say in America that only two things in life
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are unavoidable: one is death and the other taxes.

Another thing that makes money exchanges more complicated is tipping. Waiters and
waitresses, cab drivers, barkers and all sorts of other people must be tipped. Their employers
give them low wages because it is expected that customers will make up the difference. If you
don’t, the service person can’t earn a living. Tipping also varies from place to place, general-

ly in the area of 15% of your bill (before taxes), but again you should ask local residents

whom to tip and how much.

56. What are the things that American people can’t avoid?

57. How much do you have to pay, if you buy an item priced $ 1000 in New York City?

58. Why must waiters and waitresses be tipped?

Because they

59. What do you have to do when you move into a new community in America?

You should get information about

60. What can make money exchanges more complicated in America?

Part IV Translation

(25 minutes)

Directions: This part numbered 61 through 65 is to test your ability to translate English into
Chinese. After each of the sentences numbered 61 through 64, you will read four
choices of suggested translation. You should choose the best one and mark the
corresponding letter on your Answer Sheet. And for the paragraph numbered

65, write your translation in the corresponding space on the Answer Sheet.

61. I believe my education, training and personal qualities meet the requirement you set for

the position of electrical engineer.
A) TN Z BB EF I, AR AR FEERRNERE, RS HBITHRIT
FEITAYER S5 o
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