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Carrying on Philosophy in Painting

— Comment on Mr. Xianrong Wang s Works

Yi Li

Today’s art circle is filled with sentimental poses and boastful
exaggeration. It’s rare to have an artist painting true disposition
and writing philosophical thoughts. Mr. Xianrong Wang from
Shenzhen, enjoys spiritual fulfillment, writes mundane world
and paints vast universe in his spare time, and seals his dream
and hope in his words and sketches. He eulogizes family
kinship and happiness, natural beauty and longing homeland.
He criticizes seclusion, arrogance and decadence. Mr. Wang’s
paintings are embodiment of reality. He dedicates philosophy in
painting, spiritually elevating, serenely poised and delightfully
humorous. By inheriting gods’ virtues and carrying nature’s
beauty, he rehabilitates Dianfen ", clarifies ambitions, uplifts
human relations, and purifies customs. Idea merges with pen and
affection is manifested by ink. If Yuanyuan Tangzhu * alive, he

would be content with such a successor like Xianrong Wang.

Yi Li(director of China Artists Association, deputy director of
Theory Committee, chief editor of Art Observation, doctoral

supervisor)

" Dianfen: i.e. the classical books of San Fen Wu Dian, referring to
the most ancient classical books of China. Zheng Xuan in the East
Han Dynasty commented that the San Fen Wu Dian where the books
of preaching of the “Three Emperors and Five Rulers”, prominent in
history. Notes given by Du Yu in the West Jin Dynasty state that these
are “all titles of ancient books”. Therefore, the San Fen are the books
of the three emperors, and the Wu Dian are the books of five rulers.
San Fen Wu Dian were first referred in the Zuozhuan - the 12" Year of
Zhao Gong, where the King Ling of Chu praised the Yixiang of Zuoshi
(Historical account) that “it is a sound account of history that one can
well read into, as one can see the San Fen, Wu Dian, Ba Suo and Jiu Qiu
classics in it.” Shangshuxu states that the books of Fuxi, Shennong and
Huangdi (early emperors of China) are called the San Fen, which depict
the ways of the great. Shaohao, Zhuanxu, Gaoxin (Ku), Tang (Yao), Yu
(Shun) classics are titled the Wu Dian, which teach the ways of real life.
While on the other hand, the Bagua theories are in the book Ba Suo, in
search of the meanings of the classics. The Jiu Qiu refers to the chronicle
of the nine states. Therefore it is said that all that’s encompassed in the
nine states of the nation, all that are nurtured in this soil and all that
grows in this atmosphere and climate are collected in these books.

* Yuanyuan Tangzhu (host of the Yuanyuan Hall): refers to Zikai Feng,
AKA disciple of Hongyi.
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Discovering Greatness in Trifles and Seeing Remarkableness in Trivialness

Recently, all the major medias have made good efforts to
launch publicity and a series of influential public services
advertisements advocating the Party’s mass education and
practice. The advertisements were well received for promoting
the main theme and conveying positive energy. Because it is
intellectual, interesting and philosophical, the serial column
“Everyone is doing Public Service Advertisements” in Shenzhen
Evening News has published Philosophical InkkPaintings of
Xianrong Wang which stood out among numerous public service

advertisement.

1. Focusing on topic, highlighting the theme

The Philosophical Ink Paintings of Xianrong Wang centered on
the Party’s mass education and practice, and created a series of
topic sketches themed interacting with the mass. For example, in
Big and Small published in edition AO3 on July 7, 2013. It gives
the people who keep far away from the mass and high above on
top alarm, and reveals a common truth in life that you need to get
close to the mass to earn their trust, and you need to treat them
as siblings that they will treat you as fan;ily. Another example is
Rooted in the Earth in edition A04 published on July 10, 2013.
This sketch fully demonstrates the importance of taking root on
earth that is the metaphor of mass. By rooting among the mass,
you can grow lushly with deep root and exuberant foliage. The
painting is su.ccinct., but the message it conveys is profound and

inspirational.

2. Discovering greatness in trifles and seeing remarkableness
in trivialness

In a fine work, you will discover greatness in trifles, see
remarkableness in trivialness, and appreciate elegance in
vulgarity, for example the Highest Virtue is Like Water on
edition A09 published on July 3, 2013. Among countless
mountains, pure lake water flew down from top and formed a
stream to cultivate the world. Water benefits all things and does
not compete with them. People should be like water to do more
good deeds beneficial to the society and the mass. The sketch

visualizes the social welfare work, themed on contributing

Nianzeng Qi

oneself to the benefit of the society. Another example is Two
Treasures in Life in edition AOS5 published on July 4, 2013. The
sketch vividly shows the importance of time and life, which is

educational to younger generation.

3. Vivid and humorous

Public service advertisement has to be attractive, fun to read,
vivid, creative and unique. It can’t be lecturing, which will only
cause negative effects and make itself unattractive. The sketches
of Xianrong Wang are ingeniously designed and refreshingly
created to appeal for the readers. For example, From Others
Point of View on edition B11 published on July 4, 2013. The
whole sketch was endless space with the middle part as the earth
we live and surrounded by moon and stars. It looked like a sci-
fi painting for children, but actually it revealed a profound truth
that we can see the both surface and truth from others point of
view and handle problems properly. It is the key to a harmonious
society and life.

Xianrong Wang is publicity director of Shenzhen Municipal

Administration of Local Taxation, vice chairman of Calligraphers

‘Asseciation of this city and last year rewarded as one of the

ten filial stars in our city. In spite of his heavy workload, he
has created many public service caricatures that are good to the
society showing his social responsibility and cherishing spirit.
Being brave and bold, Shenzhen Evening News publishes works
from local artists on large space. The innovative promotion of
education deserves advocacy and praise.

(Nianzeng Qi, member of China Writers Association, senior
editor of Shenzhen Press Group Circulation Co., Ltd. and
president of Shenzhen Qianjing Sinology Institute.e)
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Dream in Conscience and Talent

—— Comment on Philosophical Ink Paintings of Xianrong Wang

Appreciating works from Xianrong Wang can easily remind
us of the famous quote by Shi Tao that artworks should go
with times and his works have obviously risen to the level of
reflecting the times. Shenzhen Evening News’ publication of his
philosophical ink sketches as public services advertisements is
itself a confirmation and compliment of his art form. It has been
published a few days in a row and audience could enjoy it now.
For senses and principles, it is hard to explain in words, but
together with drawings people could be easily enlightened.
Xianrong Wang borrows painting to tell the truths. He has
his own stylish point of views which are rich, interesting and
profound. His art form is simply conveyed, easily comprehended
and genuinely creative.

The highest state of traditional Chinese painting is to capture
the essence, which reminds me of three figures. The first one is
Wei Wang, noted poet of Tang dynasty and also originator of
literati painting. Su Shi thought his works were painted inside
poetry with poetry inside painting, which is the highest state
that Chinese scholars have been pursuing. The other two are
famous modern artist Zikai Feng and well-known contemporary
comic artist Cheng Fang. Xianrong Wang’s philosophical works
maybe influenced by them, but at the same time have his own
unique artistic expression symbols and creative style. Each of his
paintings, no matter concerned about current social situation or
thoughts of state. affairs, make people ponders over one truth or
even more truths. His over 200 pieces of paintings are actually
topics listed for us to rethink about culture, which distinguish
themselves from Wei Wang’s Buddhist character, Zikai Feng’s
folk sketches or Cheng Fang’s sarcastic comics. They are not
only photogenic record of the moment but cultural intelligence
filled with passion and aspiration of the world. Xianrong Wang
established a new form of art with his honest outlook to question
and push humanity in order to express his contemplation on
world and human being. That is rare treasure in a modern world.
What is treasurable is not only to explore art but the spirit into
the world, attitude about the world and cultural reflection hidden
in the art, for it requires not avoiding the reality or eager for
quick success, but clear mind and cultivation for conscience.

Duan Li( Duanmu Gong)

Conscience is times responsibility and artists’ morality. Talent is
the expression form and artistic effect. Dedicating conscience to
talent, Xianrong Wang has been progressing to the philosophy
of the unity of knowledge and action brought up by philosopher
Yangming Wang in Ming dynasty. That is the positive
inspirations given to us by his philosophical ink sketches or
folkloric philosophical paintings, which defined in popular term,
is positive artistic energy.

Shenzhen was built upon innovations upmost in economy
and perceptive area across the country. Originality has been
rooted in Shenzhenese, and it has been cohering into a kind of
urban quality in much broader internalized cultural expression.
Philosophical Ink Sketches of Xianrong Wang are one of
those kinds. In his works we can read about his independent
observation, expression, visualization and effect. That
independence is originality. Only originality produces value,
only which attracts attention. It is the quality of a Shenzhen
artist, foundation of the city, and a worldwide culiural wave
being led by Chinese.

More paintings are shown in this publication compared to the
public-services ads in Shenzhen Evening News. After years
of exploration, the works symbolized his maturity and further
development in art.

It is very inspiring. Congratulations and looking forward to more
accomplishment.

(Duan Li(Duanmu Gong), writer and calligrapher, inventor
of Dream Culture, Secretary in charge of Shenzhen Dream
Culture Institute, and vice president of Shenzhen Original Art
Association etc. His book Dream is not Dream was awarded

2011’s Top Ten National Self-improvement Books.)
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Congratulations to Xianrong Wang “To See the World
in A Frame of Painting”

Educating with amusement for achieving profound implication
By Jingzhi Hu
November 27, 2013

W&z JERR%FHER . LA, REEEFELSK.
RINKE NSRBI AR T R E EAE.

Jingzhi Hu: Professor and Doctoral Supervisor of Peking
University, President of Guangdong Aesthetics Institute, Director
of Humanities and Social Sciences Academic Committee of
Shenzhen University.
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Free Mind with Far-reaching Implication, Writing Like Crisp Air in Fall

By Xianrong’s friend
Ziwu at the Winterless Place

EFil: KemRRE ., FAEER , F32E FEHeraRHs
Ziwu Wang: banner man of Chang’an painting school, well-known
Chinese traditional painting artist, and enjoys particular allowance
from the State Council.



