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Preface

Known specially for its paintings, calligraphies and ink rubbings, the Bei Shan Tang Collection needs little introduction.
Since the 1970s, many of its finest works have been donated to form the core holdings of the Art Museum at the Institute of Chinese
Studies, The Chinese University of Hong Kong. Through exhibitions and associated catalogues, most notably The Bei Shan Tang
Legacy: Gifts of Chinese Art, audiences for this collection have reached a broad public.

For the Art Museum, this exhibition and catalogue, The Bei Shan Tang Legacy: Chinese Calligraphy, represent an important step
towards a better understanding of these calligraphic works. This will be followed by exhibitions and catalogues of the ink rubbings,
paintings and Yixing pottery, with the goal of publishing the entire collection in a systematic series. Featured in the present three-
volume catalogue is a selection of 100 calligraphic works dating from the Tang to the Qing periods and ranging from sutras, poems,
letters, couplets, manuscripts to a loan agreement and a memorial written in blood. Equally disparate are the calligraphers, who
may be emperor, accomplished masters, prominent figures, men of integrity, loyalists, poets or sutra copyists. So dazzling is the
array of both texts and styles that the depth and allure of Chinese calligraphy as art and literature are clearly apparent.

For the Department of Fine Arts, this project adds to our past collaborations with the Art Museum and has provided our
faculty and students with a valuable opportunity to engage as a team in art-historical research. Side by side with the introductory
essay are eight others by young scholars trained in our Ph.D. or M.Phil. programme in Chinese art history. The 100 entries also
include the work of recent graduates or current post-graduate students. The production of such a challenging and ambitious
catalogue is an affirmation of the Department’s focus on the teaching and research of Chinese calligraphy.

The Art Museum and the Department of Fine Arts are much indebted to the Bei Shan Tang Foundation for its generous
support of this major publication project. Our heartfelt thanks also go to Prof. Lee Yun-woon, Prof. Tong Kam-tang, Prof. Puk
Wing-kin, Dr Lee Chi-kwong, Dr Hung Yeuk-chun, Dr Chui Pui-chee, Prof. Xie Shi, Mr Meng Gang and Mr Ou Dai-wei who
have assisted with the transcription of calligraphic texts and seal marks. Prof. Lee, in particular, has given invaluable advice
on the selection of examples. In the catalogue’s production, Dr Cheung Ngai-yee deserves credit for her meticulous liaison and
assistance, Mr Leung Chiu-kuen for his painstaking layout and design, and Mr Tang Ming-leung for his masterful photography.
Of the students, our Ph.D. students Tao Shuhui and Zhou Cheng made valuable contributions, Chan Kwun-nam prepared the
bibliography, and Chen Wenyan and Jiang Fangting compiled the list of biographical dates.

Jenny E. So Harold Mok

Professor of Fine Arts Chairman and Professor
Director, Art Museum Department of Fine Arts
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