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Three factors underpin the success of Nordic crime fiction: language, heroes and
setting. Niclas Salomonsson, a literary agent who represents almost all the up and
coming Scandinavian crime writers, reckons it is the style of the books, “realistic, simple
and precise...and stripped of unnecessary words”, that has a lot to do with it. The plain,
direct writing, devoid of metaphor, suits the genre well. The Nordic detective is often
careworn and rumpled. Mr. Mankell’s Wallander is gloomy, troubled and ambivalent
about his father. Mr. Indridason’s Inspector Erlendur lives alone after a failed marriage,
haunted by the death of his younger brother many years before in a blizzard that he
survived. Mr. Nesbo’s leading man, Inspector Harry Hole—often horribly drunk—is
defiant of his superiors yet loyal to his favoured colleagues.

Most important is the setting. The countries that the Nordic writers call home are
prosperous and organised, a “soft society” according to Mr. Nesbo. But the protection
offered by a cradle-to-grave welfare system hides a dark underside. As Mary Evans
points out in her recent study, The Imagination of Evil, the best Scandinavian fiction
mines the seam that connects the insiders—the rich and powerful—and the outsiders,
represented by the poor, the exploited and the vulnerable. Larsson is a master at
depicting the relationship between business, social hypocrisy and criminal behaviour,
and his heroes do not want to be rescued through any form of conventional state
intervention.

Analysing Scandinavia and its psyche is nothing new; Henrik Ibsen did it over a

century ago. But the greatest influence on these rising writers has been Per Wahloo and
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Maj Sjowall, a Swedish couple. Journalists and committed Marxists, they coauthored the
ten-volume Martin Beck series between 1965 and 1975 with the aim of criticising the
country’s welfare state. The central character is a likeable and dedicated policeman with
a dry sense of humour. But the books, which closely study police procedure, feature an

ensemble of his colleagues, all believable characters drawn with the lightest of touches.

1. NBHIEIE

Zm M TIRZ N4, BRIXE NLA IR, ASa] BT & 0F, 1008 A R A G B
B BONES ANARTHCET TREMEE, U E X “O157 o BIRRET N 2R
FENBIE AR (GOEEAFES T AT AREWR NS, AR BRI
ST, WL R EA, ERRECNEH PR AR A SRR

1) Niclas Salomonsson: JEL4zdr - iFi& 54 CUREA, EFEX AN

2) Mankell: %47 (HEFGRAERZ —, A RIE R OC TR B 52 508 « iR
24 4# (Kurt Wallander) () 51/M i)

3) Indridason: & kA (UKSGHEF A, 44 ARl « DA fl Bk )

4) Erlendur: 3%t /R (HEEXREFPIAYD

5) Nesbo: Z 7§ (HEUHER/ME )

6) Harry Hole: "% - E R (FEHHE A

7) Mary Evans: 5 - 3300 (ATR{EFEN « 7 142)

8) Larsson: 4id CHiSHEE/NR, & AR/ LE CEXCHLZ) D

9) Henrik Ibsen: F#|5% - % b4 GUMEEAIREURER, BRI 1 ORI r)
aHAD

10) Per Wahloo and Maj Sjowall: 7R - FL#F= L7 - &R/ Ky A HERL N iAE
K, AR, SEFRGUE T BURAN B A SN T DR R R D

2. PRHEE

ARSI TP, ATEFHLLRIRL.

1) The Imagination of Evil: [ iF{f ( B2 %4) .

2) Martin Beck series: WJVEAE (BT - WALRE RF])
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3. BT S RIS

FEOCL T KRR UL B B0 TRAE P BEAT 5 2 18], oh ST — MBS AR R 36 B 1 S0 40 JRFE
BATSZ 00, MREAERES A . B2, XA IR R b 5550 o %R AR U B 3
SEERMR AP CHIE S, TROZARE AL 6) A S 1 A% . BRI, i
5 W RZEGISUE R 2, AT LK L 3 S LS S i R 28, ot ol F e 4y
DAHRYE h 3L Rk IR AR, M S %

1) Mr. Nesbo’s leading man, Inspector Harry' Hole—often horribly drunk—is defiant of his
superiors yet loyal to his favoured colleagues. 1X f1) i Pl 475 2 8] (500 XA B o ZEJRIR KA
WEERS, FTCAEHE TR, AU S Z BN A RTERE S A, T LR R
JFOCRIBFR EAT B, IXPEERERIUI I SRR . W R F TANSE - B R
WK F FoBITELAT KA, T AREBR LS, 1238 TEZHR FaakF ik,

2) ...the best Scandinavian fiction mines the seam that connects the insiders—the rich and
powerful—and the outsiders, represented by the poor, the exploited and the vulnerable. ] H [
P15 AR MR Hlinsiders (RIAN) BRI, T /5 X outsiders (M) HIEREAD
B RS, Wit &k iErepresented by 51 Hi . BHRRZ AT, AT LA
TS AR B A, BERE SO REAT R, ATy Ak ed 4 4 B R AR K e A
Wt B AALBSPAZ AKX R, WTHAGATRERE, BHEAFTA. LR HH 5%
B VRSO S Z M BB R 1R . 90R, AR S 2 A A0S
ATHAE SRR, (B9 T{ERT S 4549 1, represented by 2 J [f) 4 7 fie 4f thIBTESE 5
o, BD: Arited s B R F e DR E B AA (FARRBME) SRIA (FA
TRIB E R B YRR ) ZME XA

4. BELiERIALIE

ZRPA TR T 2 EEE, XA REIEEA D REA LEERAE, BEE
[F (oL v ) A BE 7 i

1) The countries that the Nordic writers call home are prosperous and organised, a “soft
society” according to Mr. Nesbo. %) #1[f] £ i1 f7 15a “soft society” according to Mr. Nesbo,
1] LARE Aythe countriesff) [7] 5715, [F]H 352X prosperous and organisedﬁ"l%b?ﬁ, JIT LA 1 (1
15 AN fiE BN X — 44 T RLVE IR 28 40 7 RO A 10 % PR B AR JS T, A DA R TR AR AT
BRI F: BAERARZ A S R RAE RS B BHKF IR, RAMGHTIHG “HAt

/z‘:\“ .



2) But the greatest influence on these rising writers has been Per Wahloo and Maj Sjowall, a
Swedish couple. %) H1fJa Swedish couple f&:Per Wahloo and Maj Sjowallf [Fl 7%, 1 LLis A
WA NZIRIR AR, 4588 b SO RIE SIRRZ R “B RO A", B — B e
PP E BRI NZHIRIE, RN A2 abi s 37 04 T ¥ % K 69 M2 25 X Ja R
R R¥F L7 - SRR

3) Journalists and committed Marxists, they coauthored the ten-volume Martin Beck series
between 1965 and 1975 with the aim of criticising the country’s welfare state. 1% %) %) & 1)
Journalists and committed Marxistsj&they ) [F {715, V8 Fid KiE = N &0y, HHiFm 1R A
KX MR PR B PR R A8 BESRSZ W By . AW A geeees” X R IAE H)
EERIE, BAEMERN: FARERRIHDL LS ELH, w1 T1965F 219755 @4
FTHE£(BT - RAKREZS) , §AFARGAAH AT B8R, AT

CHERgeeeees” X—RLEME NIRRT, B A At 26 B 5% £ U e,
F1965F 219755 MEFT+E (BT - RAKEZRS) , §AEReG4A 5 LT
Flo EPFEEAEL, AT B S .

5 &M

BRI REERNES, REEECHHARMNALL LRGSR -2 508
N—ANE)F o X A RSSO R M A) TG %k, Al e SRR AH X, AT AR %
FiEGH. ARHMKETIT.

1) The countries that the Nordic writers call home are prosperous and organised, a “soft society”
according to Mr. Nesbo. But the protection offered by a cradle-to-grave welfare system hides a dark
underside. ff401E PR LRI, XA IE RO REIE RIRET,  BTRAAT LR AN S S )
o IR LBAERARZ AR S B RAE RS B AKF R, AT AL
27 AT R BB a9 A B TR RSP A T B — @

2) Analysing Scandinavia and its psyche is nothing new; Henrik Ibsen did it over a century
ago. But the greatest influence on these rising writers has been Per Wahloo and Maj Sjowall, a
Swedish couple.iX )58 3O & B tHbuti £ 7E T —i2, PRLARHRR %8 & 6. % N:
AT M A DR LSRRI E, FHL - H PATFE A ELAHEIAET, 123
X TSR H R KA NT R R R - RA D4 - SR

6. KK AIHIEE

R P LAER K, B E R A) T, IR T E A, RS
BT LA R4y Z ) 4R 06 J, R SCRE S R R B IEOSC KA DG A, SCEEVE B0 1 (e L
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1) Niclas Salomonsson, a literary agent who represents almost all the up and coming
Scandinavian crime writers, reckons it is the style of the books, “realistic, simple and precise...
and stripped of unnecessary words”, that has a lot to do with it. iZf] 1] 1 32 45 ¥ f& Niclas
Salomonsson...reckons it is the style of the books...that has a lot to do with it, reckon/s [f]
M) 58 M B) & — 581 4], a literary agent who represents almost all the up and coming
Scandinavian crime writers &Niclas Salomonssonff] [f] i1, X4 0] LLF R JE 58 i il » 5%
WEAREET, B Ol P A B U IR N SE RIS S0 95 55 AR IR JE se i b« 9%
FFa” ,  “realistic, simple and precise...and stripped of unnecessary words” iX— 4 FH it
WIAT I fthe style, AJLAEER: “ME. Fé . S R—4 S R8E" R, Bh)
EFEW T A EF A A AR DA RAE TS F S RIEA G RN - 58 FAA
A, s “HE. FE. i Fo— 2 S RHET 6 R AE L AT N BLIRAF R 2D 84
FEREAE

2) Mr. Indridason’s Inspector Erlendur lives alone after a failed marriage, haunted by the
death of his younger brother many years before in a blizzard that he survived. iX )i A5 K
£, {H/E 45 %Ei’éf{% K., A LL%%1Ethe death of his younger brother many years before in a
blizzard that he survived, K FERIGERN FHME, B “ZEMHHERRNTPRELMAH
CRAF P27, 285 FRfhaunted by y “iX—H152 — EIESRAEARAD LKL 80 “fth— BT
eI . BT A SRR ) T TP Sk, BAEIE A B ik
ETHRCERRKEN T —REAMG B R GRIFERENEE, S$HNHHERRT
PREMATEFAET R, T—MAHB—AAXAZAMLtC K

3) As Mary Evans points out in her recent study, The Imagination of Evil, the best
Scandinavian fiction mines the seam that connects the insiders—the rich and powerful—and the
outsiders, represented by the poor, the t;xploited and the vulnerable. iX %) i [f) T j&the best
Scandinavian fiction mines the seam that connects the insiders...and the outsiders (i /y: Aft
o 2h 2 R AR Ko D LAE R B l*]/\—%/%%l/\'(l'élb‘]% %), B FRATHGRRE, WJUE
PRV, PN S op ) 3 4 RS O 25 e BRI PR R RT T 2 il . BERDUEAE
WR: Ehedm - B AEREGHR (REBZ48) Piahey, Muted s gk 5
DAZIE R B RAL BSbAZ R K R, AT HAFTARREONE, BEAFTA LH N F
o 35 B BEAK

4) Larsson is a master at depicting the relationship between business, social hypocrisy and

criminal behaviour, and his heroes do not want to be rescued through any form of conventional



